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Cclcbrating our 2007-2008 Graduates in Asian American Studies

Since we bcgan omcmcering AsAmSt courses every semester in SPring 1987, many
undergraduate students have completed a six-course Prograrn-oﬁ-stuclg and eleven
students have clesigned and comPletccl 10-course individual rnajors in Asian American
Studies. Thcg are: Steven Warcl, Richard Lee Sheehan, Frances Ma, and Series Fung
(all199%); Elaine Ng (1994); Hyun Jung Lee (1998); Lisa Goldstein, Tzena Wong, and Lola
Tom (all 1999); Kim Mach and Shiuan Butler (both 2001). Two additional students,
Vineeta Samlal and Ngook Tung, Proposed and should have completed individual ma';jors
of

these individuals made imPortant contributions to the Asian American Studies Program

in 2001 as well, but were denied the oPPortunitg due to the UMB burcaucracg. Eac

while as students, and all have goneonto do inspiring work Persona”g, educationa”g,
and ProFessiona”g, while continuing to remain in touch as dedicated alumni. Along with
our SPring 2008 Program-omc-stucly graduating 5tudents, Dang Hugnh and Judg Mai, we

are Proud to recognize our first individual major since 2001, Janet Héng Vo.

Individual Major in Asian American Studies

Janet Héng Vo




As the claughter of regugees from Vietnam, | am alwags living and !earning from my
Familg’s historg and exPeriences, while trgingto bridge two comqicting cultures and
identities. Born and raised in the U.S. as a 2nd generation Vietnamese American-
ingrainecl with Vietnamese values yet American culture. My closest tie with the
Vietnamese American communitg growing up was through the Buddhist ’cemPle. Even
then I was uninspired and remain disconnected to the community. This changecl in
co”ege when my educational exPeriences with the Asian American Studies Program

helPec] shape my goals, Passions and involvement in the communitg.

The first Asian American Studies class 1 enrolled in, “Asian Minorities in the u.s,” sPoke
to my identitg at the time. | finished the course, still full of questions about the strugg!es
and development of our Asian American communities. Eventua“g aftera couple more
AsAmSt classes, | decided to pursue a double major in History with an Individual Major in
Asian American Studies. Over the years, | was able to find a balance and integration
between the two—communi’cg his’corg. Asian American Studies has gjiven me the
oPPortunit9 to find my voice. Through the classes, | was able to discover and share, not
onlg my own but also the unclaimed voices of others. When | became involved with Asian
American Studies Outreach (AASO), | felt a sense of be!onging inasafe space with
other students who Passionate!g cared about the communitg outside of rec]uired class
assignments/Prcjects‘ Iwas also encouraged to carry out Projects connected to my

interests and to Provicle support to other students.

The sense of working and connecting with the communitg remain a part of my future.
T]’xough I still strugg!e to be Fu”g accePtecJ in the Vietnamese American community
because of the language barriers—-mg elementarg !iteracg and intermediate sPeaking
with a Hue accent—I hoPe to continue to develoP my skills in communitg c]e\/elopment
and organizing, to become a valued resource for the Vietnamese American communitg.
And magbe somewhere down the line, I will continue co”ecting the voices and stories of
Asian Americans, and share them with our communities. Learning and giving back to the

communities will continue for the rest of the life.



Program—-o{:—vStudy in Asian American Studies

Dang Khoa L. Huynh

| emigrated from Vietnam and came with my gamilg to the United States when I was four
years old. 1amthe first person in my immediate Familg to gracluate from co”ege here in
the United States and | am Proud of this achievement. My major is Economics and | hoPc
to pursue a business career in the near future, incorPoratingwhat I have learned at
UMass Boston .

I decided to include a focus of Asian American Studies because 1 had a desire to learn
more about issues in the Asian American community and the culture. Being Asian mgsclmc,
| felt that it was necessary for me to have a background of the historg of my People here
in the United States. My involvement in the Asian American Studies Program has

imPacted me because | gainecl lcnowledge of many different issues conccrning Asian



America that | couldn't learn elsewhere such as Asian Women in the U.S., Boston's Asian

American communities, Southeast Asians and the Immigration Experience.

It is difficult to Predict about what's going to haPPen next on my Iongjourney but like 1
said, | hoPe to see rngsehC workinga business career in the near future. My connections
in |eaming Asian American Studies will be useful to me even after co”ege because now |
tend to be more aware in cliscovering issues aﬁcecting the Asian American communitg.

Also if the time calls, | would even volunteer my time for ajus’c cause.

Jucly Thi Mai




Jam Zdears old and the middle child of Vietnamese regugees. I was born and raised in
Boston in the diverse neighborhood of Dorchester. 1 will gracluate this August and
receive a Bachelor’s Degree in both Criminal Justice & Sociologlj and a Program of

Stuclg in Asian American Studies from the Univcrsitg Of Massachusetts Boston.

For my undcrgracl career at the Universit9 Of Massachusetts Boston, | had decided to
focus on Asian American Studies along with my double major because | wanted to learn
about my ]'xeritage. | ’crulg believe that in life you need to know where you are fromto
know where you are going as it Plags a signhcicant role in shapingyour Path in life. My
decision to attend this university has ended up in giving me the abili’cy to gain knowledgc
about Asian America historg as well as who 1 am and how | connect with my Parents’
culture. SoItook up the oPPortunitg, and takingthese courses did, in fact, help me to
Fina”g feel a sense of belonging. My involvement with Asian American Studies has
cleFinitelg influenced me in my life as a student at UMB, and Particu!arlg with my
involvement in the Gulf Coast Projec’c. Overa”, that cxPcrience has taught me the
imPortance of being active in your communitg. Responc]ing to and documenting the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina on the New Orleans Vietnamese American community of
Versailles made me realize that even one person can make an impact. Thus, everyone
should be involved in and interact with People in their communitg because we are all

entwined with matters of voice, space, and rights issues.

with regarcis tomy future Plans after UMDB, I am determined to pursue a career in my
major field and will hop@cullg also g0 back to school soon to obtain a masters degrce.
The connections and Ieamingl have been part of through the Asian American Studies
Program will be useful to me as | grow older in life because evcrytlﬂing that | have gainecl
so far has Prepare& mgselxC for the “real” world and will indeed benefit me. Iintend on
staging involved with Asian American Studies work and am hoping to serve the needs of
the Dorchester Vietnamese community in the future so that it will continue to flourish and
exist for future gcnerations. I believe everyone should have a communit}j that ’c")eg can
be!ong to because it has such a Positive effect on societg when People feel welcomed

and accePted.



We also oger congratulations to other gracluating students who have made

imPortant contributions to the Asian American Studies Program, inclucling:

Reaksa Chhum — a generous core member of the AASO volunteer student staff in the Asian
American Studies Program office since 2006, Reaksa has comP]eted his bachelors dcgree in
Management, and will hop@cu“g return to UMB for his MBA in the future.

Soramy Le — active since 2004 and coordinator of AASO operations in 2006, Soramy
Pioneerecl the use of clocumcntary video and cligital story Production for student Projects in the
Asian American Studies Program. Her Plﬁotograplﬂs of Post—Katrina Gulf Coast Vietnamese
communities were selected for disPlag as part of the Smithsonian Institution’s national exhibition
on Vietnamese American history in2007. Soramy completccl her bachelors dcgree in Fine Arts

and continues to be our video Produccr~omc~choice when she is available.

Yu-ting Liu — currcntly working at the Asian American Civic Association in Boston Chinatown,
Yu-ting completcd her Master’s clegree in APPlied Linguistics and Providcd critical leadership to
the Production of CHORD Magazine, togcthcr with Yasuhito Yamamoto, who also comPletecl
his grac{uate degrec in APPliec{ Linguistics while ’ceaching Japanese language at UMass Boston
and in the Boston Public Schools.

50ngl</7/a Nguyén — active in Asian American Studies since taking Resources for Vietnamese
American Studies in 2007, Kha has completed her B.S.in BiOlOglj. After sPencling the summer in
Biloxi, MississiPPi helping to &evelop a model for cu]’cura”g rcsPonsivc Vietnamese community
gouth science education known as Prciject Green Tortoise, Kha will return to UMass Boston as a
gradua’ce student in education and complete the AsAmSt Program~o1c~stucl9 while maintaining her

longterm commitment as a 9outh teaclﬁer/mcntor at the Chua Viet Nam temP]e in Roslindale.

Helen Quach — involved with AsAmSt ever since she was a high school student in the Coalition
for Asian Pacific American Youth (CAPAY), Helen comPletecl her bachelor’s clegree in sociologg.

Anna Tsui, Loc Tran, and Ulisses Varela — active as camPus~widc student leaders, each
found mcaning?u] ways to connect and collaborate with AsAmSt. Anna established Lux Magazine
which has featured AsAmSt stories in each issue while Loc served as coordinator of the Asian
Center cluring 2007-2008, and Ulisscs, a student in the 2007 Gulf Coast-focused Resources for
Vietnamese American Studies course, helpecl to lead UMB’s Student Senate.

Nathan er:g/ﬂ: — ComPlcting his bachelor’s clegrce in Psgchologﬂ, Nathan has Provic{ecl
valuable volunteer support for AsAmSt activities since 2006, and also hclpccl to cleve]op a strong

campus and community voice for Korean American acloptccs.



The Asian American Studies Program also recognizcs with aPPreciation:

. SongKHa Ngugén and Son ca Lam, undergracluatc reciPicnts of the 2008
Anthong Chan Award Presented bg the Institute for Asian American Studies;

. Unclcrgraduate Vu Tran who, as a member of the U.S. Marine Corps) was
cleplogecl tolraq in May 2008;

e New affiliated Facultg, LeeZa Ong, Assistant Professor in the DePar’cment of
Counseling & School Psgchologlj, and Wenfan Yan , Professor and Chair of the
DePartment of Leadership in Education, who wi”join us in Fall 2008;

. Rajini Srikanth) who completecl her two-year term as President of the national
Association for Asian American Studies (AAAS) and Karen Sugemoto W"IO, as
vice—President of the Asian American Psgchologica[ Association (AAPA), will
bring its annual convention to UMB in August 2008;

e TriQuach and CAPAY, Eunsook ngn, Haeok Lee, Lusa Lo, Sam Museus, Pat
Neilson, Shiho Shinke, Rajini Srikanth, Shirleg Tang, Steve Ward, Paul Watanabe,
and other co”eagues who received grants or guncling support in 2007-2008;

o Alumnus Giles Li who was Pro{:i’ed in the SPring 2008 issue of Lux Magazine;

*  Former affiliated Facu[tg, Lin Z]’xan, who was aPPointccl Dean of the School of
Nursing at Massachusetts Co”ege of Pharmacg and Health Science in 2008;

. Higher Education doctoral student, Ngugén Thi Minh P]’lu’(mg, who will bcgin
oﬁ:ering courses in Vietnamese !anguagc at UMB in Fall 2008;

*  American Studies M.A. student, Jon Iftikar, and Clinical Psgchologtj doctoral
stuclcnts, Phuong T. Nguycn, Nancg Lin, Tef Dag, John Tawa, Sue Lambe, and
Christian Chan for numerous contributions to AsAmSt ’ceaching and student
support in 2007-2008;

We are cspccia//y thankful to our a/umni, community Partncrs & donors as
well as to our atfiliated facu/ty, staff, and dedicated AASO students. We
offer our warmest wishes to a//graduating students who have taken Asian

American Studies courses with us a’uring their time at UMass Boston.



