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The Pro gram

UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program offers cultura”y—rcsponsive instruction in the classroom with holistic Practices of
mentoring, communitg—builcling, service—[earning, and aclvocacy to address the social and academic needs of students as well as the
critical cal:)acitg-builcling needs of local Asian American communities. Featured in the Chronicle of H{g/vcr Education and higHig]ﬁtecl
bg the Association of American Co”egcs & Universities as a national model, the program offers the most Asian American Studies
courses, Faculty, and community [inkages of any university in New Eng[and. The program's alumni include teachers, social workers,
health care Proviclers, business entrepreneurs, and leaders of local Asian American community organizations. By grounding our
curriculum, teaching, anda P[iec] research in the realities of local Asian American communities and bﬂ resPecting the knowlcdgc and
bilingua]/bicultura] skills that many UMass Boston students bring to the classroom, the AsAmSt Program creates Powemcu| Iearning
environments for all students to gain critical undcrstanding about the historical exPeriences, voices, contemporary issues, an

contributions of diverse Asian Pol:)ulations inthe U.S.

Graduate students from any area who have Asian American Studies interests can serve as tcaching/rcsearch assistants, mentors to
unclergraduates, and special Projcct clcvclol:)crs for the program. Hig]ﬁ school students in UMass Boston's Pre—co”cgiatc programs
such as Urban Scholars and those involved with the Coalition for Asian Pacific American Youth (CAPAY) are encouraged to take
aclvantagc of the program’s learning opportunities Community members and organizations as well as alumni Par’cicipatc in our
activities in short- and long~tcrm ways. The program is open to students from any UMass Boston co”ege andis csPecia”H useful for
Promcessiona[s and Practitioners in education, social work, community clcvclopmcnt, business, and other fields affected bg recent

clemographic growth of the Asian American PoPulatior\.



Cclcbrating our 2008-2009 Graduates in Asian American Studies

This year, 5on Ca Lamjoins twelve Previous UMB students who successmcung dcsignecl
and completccl 10-course individual rnajors in Asian American Studies, inc!uding Steven
Ward, Richard Lee Sneehan, Frances Ma, and Series Fung (all 199%); Elaine Ng (1994);
Hyun Jung Lee (1998); Lisa Goldstein, Tzena Wong, and Lola Tom (all 1999); Kim Mach
and Shiuan Butler (both 2001); and most reccntlg, Janet HéngVé (2008). These
individuals each made imPortant contributions to the Asian American Studies Program as
students, and all have gone on to do insPiring work Persona”g, eclucationa”g, and
ProFessiona”g, while continuing to serve as engaged) dedicated alumni. with Son Ca, we
are Proud to recognize six outstanding 2009 AsAmSt Prograrn-oﬁstudg students —
Widad A|~Eclanie, Amy Au, Frances C]’IOW, Jane Lee, Ledra Sun, Rich Truong — and two
gracluate student teacning/researcn assistants, Jon lftikar and Kuntharg Thai-Johnson,

who rePrcsent this 3ear’s graduating class.
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individual Major in Comparativc Ethnic Studies
with a focus in Asian American Studies
combined with a second major in Earth and

Environmental Ocean Sciences

Son Ca Lam

'm 1.9 generation, Vietnamese-American, with some Chinese ancestry. Iwas bornin the

reFugee camps in the P}\ilippines but rll say I'm from Dorchester.

Asian American Studies at UMB is not clear-cut to me. It’s the students and the staff
and the Facultg. It's the local Asian American community organizations that can all boast
l’laving an affiliate of the program. It's my 4th gracle bilingua! teac]'xer, a gracluatc of the
program and the first person to tell me 1 was Asian American, while | thought in 9-year-
old mind, “What’s that? No I'm not! 'm Vietnamese.” It's CAPAY, the gouth organization
here that | feel like 1 haven’t left since l’ligh school. When I found Asian American Studies,
it was like wearingglasscs for the first time — uncormcortable, but sucldcn!g seeing the
outline and delicate details of the world that 1 didn’t know was there. 1 didn’t know 1 was
American. | didn’t know | beionged toa communitg. I didrn’t even know whg my Familg was
in the U.S. other than “because of the war and communism”. And | never dug for
answers until Asian American Studies. But it wasn’t the answers that led me to where |

am. Rarelg did 1 find answers. It was the questions and the People that }:)rouglﬁt me here.

When I confided in my friend and mentor in CAPAY that | get more unsure of what I'm
cloing with my life as | get older, he told me “In high school, you didn’t know a lot but you
were sure of what you knew. Now you know a lot more but you are unsure of it.” 1am
sure thoug‘ﬂ, that whatever | do, this is still my community and 1 will put back what 1 took

from it.
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Program~of~5tudy in Asian American Studies

widad Al-Edanie




In my Prime age, [left my native coun’crg, lraq. I was tired of wars, Povertg and the old
regime’s oPPression. I took an independent action (icor the first time in my lixce) and came
as a reicugee to Canada, alone. I moved to the United States in 2000 and started going
to school in New Jerseg. I lived Peaceicullg in the U.S. for two years, but when the Sep’c 1
attack i‘iappened in 2001, evergtning cl'iangeci I decided to move to Boston to escape
the racism I faced in New Jersey and New York. 1 know it was hard for the families of
SeP’c 1 victims to lose their beloved ones, but seriously it was harder for us; the
Americans wanted us to pay the Price for sometriing that we didn’t do. When I came to
Boston, | decided to stucly at UMass Boston because of its network of diverse students.
At UMB, 1 did an internsnip with the MA Office for Reicugees and Immigrants to learn
how | can assist newcomers to the United States — esPeciallg the lraqi reicugees. This
internsl'iip has notjus’c nelped me but also the lrac]i rerugees with whom I have dedicated

most of my time now to stand up in their new countrg.

I am a kind of person who has a high interest in knowing about different cultures. In my
opinion, cultural competence is rea”g imPortant, esPeciallg if 1 learn about the values and
traditions of any ethnic group from the PeoPIe who actua”g Practice them. One
stereotgpe I heard about Asian Americans when | came to the United States alwags
made me wanting to know more about them. 1 used to hear that the Chinese can excel in
all subjects because tneg are rea”y smart. | heard this statement from a member in my
icamilg) from one of my advisors at UMass Boston, and from a close friend. 1wasn’t so
convinced that ALL CHINESE CAN EXCEL IN ALL SUBJECTS, but this statement
became a toPic of my interest. The oPPortunitg came when Professor Sl'iirleg Tang told
me about the Asian American Studies Program. | said yes, | have to seize this
oPPortunit9 to exP[ore this stereotype. So, in my final year, | decided to enroll in the
AsAmSt Program~oF~s’cuc19. I wish | knew about it earlier. Ilearned about so many
interesting values that have neipeci me in my other activities at UMass Boston, such as
tutoring for Englisn 102E. Thereisa gooc] number of Asian Americans in this class whom
I worked with and could interact with rea”g well. We have a beautiful and iCriencng
re!ations"iip and I am sure that the Asian American Studies classes | took i‘ielpeci me in
builc]ing such relationshi[:)s. But even more so, this program gave me the chance to do
indePendent s’cudg research about the lrac]i rei:ugees in the United States. To me, this
research is a great achievement in my life. For the first time, | could put together a
sg”a}:)us with the nelp of Prof Snirleg for afuture course about the exPerience of the
lraqi reicugees. In sum, enrolling in the AsAmSt program nelpecl me gain imPor’cant
know!edge about Asian Americans such as the Model Minority stereotype and the
experience of the Japanese Americans in WWII, while also deepening my uncierstanding

anc] commitment to suPPor’c ancl emPower ’che lrac]i rexcugees.



/—\mg Chcng Yee Au

Some rnight consider me a “Jook Sing” ) and others might consider me an
American-Born Chinese. | consider mgsehc as a second generation (First generation born
in the Uu.s) Chinese American. 1 am the oldest daughter of four girls. I was born and
raised in Boston, MA until the begirming omc7th gracle when my parents uProoted the
Family to Malden, MA where 1 still currently reside. Life has taken me around the world
and back. 1love to travel and cxPerience new cultures. 1 am Passionatc about human
rig]'lts and Asian/Asian American, Veterans Issues. | volunteer at various

agcncies/ organizations when the oPPor‘tunitg arises. | have attempted and accomplishecl
things that | have never thought Possible. Life has not been smooth sailing, and ! am sure
there will continue to be twists and turns, but things alwags calmdown. 1amina goocl

Place right Nnow.



I kind of stumbled into Asian American Studies. | decided to take AsAmSt 2231 - Asians
in the United States course my second semester here at UMass Boston. Toward the
end of the semester, | heard Professor Karen Sugemo’co sPeak at an Asian American
Studies Open House and | was hooked. Every semester since thcn, | have taken an
Asian American Studies c!ass, and one semester, | took two classes. That's how much |
love AsAmSt classes. =) The content, ’ceaching s’cg[e, and the ProFessors alwags made
the classes interesting and cha”enging. The AsAmSt Professors have cared about who |
am as a person and the\g have a!wags taken time to meet with me and mentor me inside

and outside of the classroom.

At the same time, | never had the urge or felt the need to hang out in the Asian America
Studies Office or at the Asian Student Center. There are onlg SO many hours in a clag
and | aiwags continue to do my own thing. Mang People do not know that 1 am a Veteran
of the UL.s. Armg. lamnota person who goes around and boasts about my
accomplishments orlife exPericnces; I guess this has to do with my traditional Chinese
upbringing. I served four years honorablg with 27th Main SuPPort Bat’calion, Ist Calvarg
Division from 1999 to 200% in Fort Hood, Texas. | found a warm and inviting veterans
communitg at UMB in the Student Veterans Center the first few years | was here. With
my free time, | was always up in the Veterans Center hanging out and working on Projects
with my fellow veterans. 1also stagec] connected through Veterans UPward Bound }:)3
working there Par’c—time at nights cluring the school year.

AsAmSt has ]'xclped me understand who | am and what kind of difference | can make in
my individual life and in my communitg. I have met some sPecial People here at UMass
Boston and I will remember them and these cxperiences in my heart. My short-term Plans
are to attend Graduate School at Salem State Co”egc in the Masters of Social Work
program. My Iong—term goal is to work with Asian/Asian Americans and Veterans,
individuals and communities. 1 will carry and use what I have learned through UMass
Boston and AsAmSt in my mind, bodg, and soul. 1will make a conscious effort to be

involved in Asian American Studies work in both my Personal life and my ProFessional

life.



Frances Kai Ying Chow
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I was born in Boston in 1985 and raised in North Quincg in the same house for fifteen
years. My parents were both immigrants from China — one a cit9 girl born in Fuzhou
and raised in Hong Kong, the other a vi”age bog from Fuzhou — and met in America.
T]’xough Cantonese Chinese was my first language, Englis]'l soon became my onlg
Ianguage after s’car’cing school. The loss of that language has had a huge influence in my
uPbringing. I grew up with and maintain strong Chinese values, but 1 am irrevocablg
American. | found mgschc lost and unable to find a wc!coming space between Chinese
culture and American culture. Iwas acccP’cecJ in ncitl'ler, and so 1 had strong misgjvings in
both. 1 spent most of my young life xceehng like an outcast, with my onlg true comPanion,
friend, and caretaker bcing my older sister Florence. After high school, I tried to make

my escape to New York, where | sPent two years at universitg before coming home.

Asian American Studies had little to do with my life until I came to UMass Boston. In the
fall of 2006, my second year at this university, | enrolled in my first Asian American
Studies course: Introduction to Asian American Studies with Peter Kiang. |sat alone,
anxiouslg in that first class meeting, not knowing what I would be learning or how this one
course would change me forever. Unwittingly, and with some reservation, | found my
Passion and my future. | grew to care about my peers and found connections with them
that | had never felt before. Asian American Studies made my expericnce at UMass
Boston. I knew I needed this in my co”ege life to balance out the mundane with
somcthing Promcound. I knew I needed this in my life to gveit all some meaning, and
purpose. I admit to being ignorant and extremc!gjudgmental, though I was much more so
Prior to being exPoscd to and enlightenec] }:)H Asian American historg and issues. Asian
American Studies has helpecl me xcight my own Preju&ices and has taught me to focus
much of my anger and frustrations. | continue to learn all the time ’c]'lrough my stuclg,

work, involvement, and interactions.

It is difficult for me to express in words how Asian American Studies has motivated,
moved, and bettered me. It has been a lti~c}1anging exPericnce — every dag) learning in
the classroom, in the commum”cg, and from the People that surround me. Though lam
unclear as to where life will lead, 1 am certain that Asian American Studies and the Asian
American community will remain a requisi’ce part of it, guicling my thoughts and actions at
every moment, keeping me aware and mindful and though’mcul of everyone and evergthing

around me.



Jane Wai Lee




lam second~generation Chinese American, born here in Boston. | am the older of two
children with a younger brother whojust graduated from Northeastern Universitg. It has
been a very longjourneg but I am gracluating this SPringwi’ch a degree in Sociologg and a
Program~or~stud\lj in Asian American Studies.

I decided to include Asian American Studies in my studies because initia”g | was looking
to learn more about my heri’cage. I started my undergraduate co”ege career at a school
that did not offer any Asian American Studies classes. When | first started taking
classes at UMass Boston, the Asian American Studies courses caug‘ﬁt my attention
because theg were interesting to learn more from. At the time I realized that | knew very
little about the culture and rnistorg of my Chinese heritage, 50 taking classes in Asian
American Studies helped me learn more about my own backgrouncl. It also helped me
feel connected to many others who shared similar exPeriences as | have had. In addition,
I took AsAmSt courses because | wanted to feel more connected to the Asian American

community, especiallg within the Boston area.

My involvement with Asian American Studies helPecl me feel connected to sometl‘ning at
UMass Boston that is vita”g important because it is such a big commuter school. Asian
American Studies classes allowed me to learn more about other ethnicities that identi{tj
themselves as Asian. In learning about these and other cultures) I have grown to
aPPreciate the beautg in similarities and differences. 1think what I learned that is most
imPor’cant from Asian American Studies classes is the whole idea of unclerstanding the
relevance of one’s culture and background when interacting with Peop!e. Evergone has
astory and itis so imPor’cant to ask and listen to each other’s stories. Itis within these
stories that the excitement of learning grows and continues. Reading from course books
and textbooks is one ’c"xing, but to hear the experiences and actua”g witness the

exPeriences haPPening is so much more meaningrul.

| Plan to take time off from academia to work within the field of social/}'xuman services
and Figure out what I'd like to stuclg for graduate school. Solam trying to experience all
that I can within the field to see what I'd like to focus on. Right now, | am thinking about a
future in social work, nursing, education, or occupational therapg. My future is very
much still in the process of being determined, but what 1 have learned and will take with
me is the idea of respect and unclerstanding. Itis so imPor’cant togo begoncl the surface
and see deePer within People and situations. Asian American Studies has shown me the
imPor’cance of staying connected to the community and working to l’lClP communities
grow. | have been blessed to have so many OPPortuni’cies giventome. | would like to

return the blessings bg helping others have the best oPPortunities available.



Ledra Sun

I am a Cambodian American from Revere, MA. When 1 first graduatcd froma two-year

school, I still didn’t have a sense of sel{:, so | became cluite curious as to wlﬁg | strugglccl
with school alongwith many other Cambodians within my community. From there on, |
decided to further my education and then enrolled at UMass Boston where I have
completecl adouble major in Psgchologzj and Sociologtj with a concentration on Asian

American Studies.



I decided to include a focus on Asian American Studies in my studies/activities at UMass
Boston because I believed it could rielp me better understand not onlu myse!ic, but other
Cambodians in my surrounding communities. Some triings that were not 5Pol<en of within
the household because of various reasons, 1 was able to learn from these courses.
Quicidu) lhad a deeper unders’canding and found the roots of some or maybe most of
the issues involved. It became clearer to me as to whg some uouths had a harder

time reacriing or ho[ding onto riigher education. Some ’c]’iings that were easiig assumed
became what tl'ieg were ——Just assumPtions. I believe that this knowledge gjves a sense
of emPowerment, sometriing that | l’lOPC to pass on to others. Onthis Path, I met
wonderful PeoPle who had their own Personai reasons for including AsAmSt in their
education. However, we all had a common goa!, and I believe that we all gained sometl'iing

Powericul and Positive.

Mu future Plans are to work within an urban communitu and school and become
connected to the gou’c]'is. AsAmSt gave me something sPecial — agreat network of
PeoP!e who have big hearts. Speaking from experience, I know that angbodg within this
program would offer a helping hand in any situation. | could onlg rioPe to build that kind

of Personal and collective strengtrl in my future endeavors.

Richard Tru’O'ng

I am a Vietnamese American. | am the second one in my xcamiiu to complete a co”ege
education. 1 was born in Gardena, California and moved to Massachusetts at the age of
four. Most of my liFe, I lived in low-income rlousing. In my icamilg, there was an emP}'iasis
on va[uing education. Mg Parents made me goto school evergdag and tried to l’lClP me
out the best trieu could, desPi’ce their limited education in Vietnam. My sister would
alwaus tell me to try harder and would helP me with my homework. 1did alright in school
but a[ways feltas triougl'i there was sometriing missing from my life. 1have alwags been in
search of communitu whether ethnica”g or cultura”g. As far as | can remember, I recall
asking my Parents to move to Dorchester or back to California where there were large
Vietnamese communities. | remember my request was denied with "No, there is too

much drama in the Vietnamese community, everyone knows your business." ljust knew
that | wanted to find muselxc amidst my own PeoPle. I wanted to be surrounded with
Peopie who spoke my native tongue, shared my culture and traditions, and with whom |1
could relate. When it came down to Picking co”eges, my list was narrowed down to three
choices: Emmanuel College, UMass Dartmouth and UMass Boston. UMass Dartmouth
was too far to be from my icamilg, and UMass Boston didn't have such a good rePutation)
so that discouraged me. | ended up going to Emmanuel because | wanted to get the
co”ege exPerience bg living inadorm. After a year, tlﬂoug]'i, | felt that Emmanuel wasn't a



goocl fit. 1was cloing we”, but didn't feel that 1 was Iearning or growing in the process. |
didn't feel a sense of communit3 there. I decided to transfer to UMass Boston and it's
one of the best choices I have ever made. 1 was able to find that Fceling of communitg
that | had longecl for. 1am now gracluating with a clcgrce in Business Management and a

concentration in Markcting Plus a Program~o1c~stucl9 in Asian American Studies.

During my transition of transferring co”eges, my older sister actua”g researched and
told me about the Asian American Studies Program. She told me itwas a rea”y good
program and that I should take it. This re-ignited aninterest | had in high school, writing,
about issues in the Asian American community such as racism and stereotypes in the
media. In my first semester after trans{:crring to UMB, | took Intro to Asian American

Studies (AsAmSt 200). For the first time ever in my educational expericnce, [ felt



inspirecl and motivated to learn in the classroom. 1also felt able to make Persona[
connections with the content and with others in the class — something severelg

Iacking before coming to UMB. | learned more about my own People, my community and
what it means to be Asian American. That first Asian American Studies course still leaves
an impression on me to this clag. | remember watc]')inga video about UC Berkelcg
students ﬁghting for ethnic studies in the curriculum and demonstrating through hunger
strikes. It was so PowerFul to see the level of Passion those students had in their hearts
for ethnic studies. It rea”g moved me and streng’c]'lencd my own Passion for Asian
American Studies. From then on, I decided to pursue a Program~of:~s’cuc19 in Asian
American Studies and to have some active involvement in the Asian American Studies
Office. 1was able to learn about mysehc and others. | clcveloped leadcrslﬂip ’c]'lrough
Planning events and Pub[ic spcaldng and feel more confident spcaldng infront of
classes. One would think 1 would get this through my business courses, but | actua”y
cleveloped it through Asian American Studies. | remember my very first time sPeaking
about Asian American Studies Program in the librarg. I was so nervous and Hustered; |
never wanted to do it again. However, it was a gradual process for me. Over time | was
able to Present workshops at the CAPAY ng[:)osium and also speak regularlg in other
AsAmSt courses with more confidence. Asian American Studies also gave me the
opportunitg to share my own story when I had been given the impression that no one
cared about my stories. | was able to create a digi’cal story about my exPcriences asa
gay Vietnamese American. This trulg helpecl me to grow as a person, and enabled me to
become a voice for others who couldn’t. 1 have been able to inspire others tlﬁrough my
strugg!es,Just as | felt insPirecl in my first AsAmSt class. would not be the person lam
toclag, if not for the encouragement and support of Asian American Studies Faculty,

Frienc]s, and courses.

I have alwags wanted to exPerience the )Ceeling of a communitg. After coming to UMass
Boston and Fina”g becoming Part ofa communi’cg, I know that there's a Par’c of me that
will alwags want to be connected to this community. | want to ]'xelp o’c]'xers, I want to find
connections and expancl my ne’cworks, | want to make my People Proucl. I want to be able
to empower People in Southeast Asian and LGBTQ communities. | also want to }Jridge
the two communities. | am currentlg interning at MaP for Health as a communications
intern. Map for Health is a non~ProFit organization is trying to improvc health of Asian
Americans through HIV testing, STD workshops, and LGBTQ core group meetings. |
feel here 1 am able to mix my interests in Marke’cing and Asian American Studies, and |
know other staff and volunteers here have their own connections to AsAmSt at UMB. |

will be back for more Asian American Studies. It's my home.



Graduate Student Teaching/Rcscarch Assistants

Jon Sgcd iftikar

I am a multiracial Asian American. 1was born and raised in California in the San Francisco
Bay Area. | attended UC Bcrke!eg where I received a BA in Asian American Studies. |
also earned a UD 1Crom UCLA Law School.
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Professor Sl'xirleg Tang first introduced me to Asian American Studies at UMass Boston.
She served a crucial role as a bric]ge for me, coming from the American Studies gradua’ce
program. lgot involved in Asian American Studies at UMass Boston through working as
a gracluate student teaching assistant for Professor Peter Kiang's Asians in the US
course (AsAmSt 2231). Working with Peter was trulg a transformative experience for me.
lhad beenaTA beFore, and had taken Asian American Studies courses at other
universities, but Peter’s class was unlike angthingl had ever exPeriencec]. I witnessed
first hand how Peter’s class created a Positive space for the students to talk about their
own and their families’ exPeriences, and in cloing 50, tl'leg were able to connect with each

other and create a sense of communitg in the classroom and in the universi’cg as a whole.

Working with Peter got me hooked. For the first time, | rea”g felt a part of sometlﬁing
imPor’cant. | continued my work with Asian American Studies as Professor Karen
Suyemoto’s ’ceaching assistant. Working with Karen, I was able to build upon my
experiences) but 1 also learned much more. Her efforts to make multiracial Asian
Americans a more central Par’c of the course (AsAmSt 326) were new and emPowering for
me. Outside of the classroom, Karen rea”y went out of her way to mentor me and
include me in much of the process of running a co”ege class. She has continued to

PrOViCIC SUPPOI’t ancl guiclance FOF me as | P[aﬂ thC next PhaSC O‘F mg IIFC

Fina“g) lwas Iuckg enough to take Professor Samuel Museus’ course, Race and
Students of Colorin Higher Education (AsAmSt 420). He introduced me to a whole
new and ]’ﬁghlg interesting field that has Puslﬂecl me to consider race in a very different
way. lwas also able to see, through his teaching, Positive ways to engage students while
introducing them to ther—level social theorg. In addition, Professor Museus was kind
enough to sPencJ hours outside of Class, meeting with me to discuss all the ques’cions |

had about his field and about class reacling.

I will be teac}'ling an Asian American Studies course next semester (AsAmSt 200). | am
excited and grateFul for the oPPortunitg to Par’cicipate as an instructor in this Program. |
have so much to learn from the other Faeultg) s’camcmc) and students in Asian American
Studies, and I look forward to it. One constant through my different exPeriences
working and Participating in the Program is the students. Their activism, strengtl'], and
exPerientia[ knowledge have been inspiring forme. | onlg hoPe that | can find ways to
bring my own strengths and lcnowledge to the Programina way that contributes to its
existing goals of emPowering students and Fostering connections between the University

and the Boston area communities.



Kunthary M. Thai-Johnson

I am one of nine children, born in Cambodia. When 1 was seven years old, my Familg was
one of the thousands who secret!g fled Cambodia in order to escape the Khmer Rougc.
We sPcnt about five years moving from one reFugee camp to the next, before bcing
sPonsored bg a Lutheran Church in the small town of Ephrata, Pennsglvania. When we
came to the US in 1984, | didn’t know a word of English nor had I been exPoscd to
American traditions and cultures. 1 had to learn English for my own survival as well as
that of my Familg. I functioned as a translator for my Familg when t}‘leg needed to goto
the doctor’s oﬂ:icc, meet caseworkers from the welfare omcmcice, or correspond with
schoolteachers. Due to my own inabilitg to sPeak English, I was Placed in the fourth
graclc at the age of 1%. When we moved to East Boston, | changecl graclcs. Due to my
age, the Boston Public Schools forced me to s|<iP the seventh and eigl'xth graclcs and
Placed me in a Khmer bi!ingual program at South Boston High School. Al’chough I had
limited education at an earlg age, | worked hard and was determined to succeed. My
ESL teacher recommended me for an after-school academic enrichment program
(Urban Scholars Prograrn), Itis througlﬁ this Program that I was first introduced to
UMass Boston and its divcrsity. During my four years of high school, | alwags ran into



Cambodian co”ege students on campus and most of them were familiar with Peter Kiang
and the Asian American Studies Program. The Urban Scholars Program Prepared me
for co”cge) but secingthe Cambodian students on campus had also heiped me to realize

that attencling co”cgc was a Possibi!itg for someone like me.

Beinga Cambodian American woman trying tofitinata Pos’c—secondarg educational
institution has not been easy for me. Iwent to a small Private school where on19 10% of
the student bocig was minority. | graduated from that school with a Compu’cer Science
major and Human Service minor. As a co”ege student, | had though’c it would be
important for me to learn more about the different sectors of the Asian Popu[a’cion
natinoa”g as well as !oca”g in Massachusetts. | remember trying to find a Southeast
Asian Studies class to take at the school, but there was notl'ling remotcly close in
content offered. That was when | found the Southeast Asians in America course at
UMass Boston (AsAmSt 2251), but umcortuna’celg, my Priva’ce liberal arts school would
not accep’c any credits from UMass Boston. When | cha”engccl them to offer this
Par’cicu!ar course at their institution, ’c]'leg were not able to do so. 1ended up writing a
two—Page recluest to their board as to whg I needed to take this course. In the end, I was
allowed to take the class at UMass Boston, and tlﬂeg acceptecl my three creclits, but my
gracle was not calculated into my GPA.

What rea”g drew me to the Asian American Studies Program at UMass Boston are the
staff and Facul’cg from the Program. | cannot irnaginc a better group of People who rca”g
care about their students’ wc”bcing, no’cjust acaclemica”g but socia”g as well. Their
holistic aPProach to counseling and mentoring students is what got me hooked into the
classes and Projects I have done as a gradua’ce student in education. Their dedication,
encouragement and the faith thcy have in their students, make it difficult to walk away
from. Through being exPosed to the Program’s Facultg and takingthcir classes, lam
able to understand many education issues axcxcec’cing urban Asian immigrant/re?ugee
Populations, espccia”y for the Cambodian students. Thanks to their wisdom and
dedication, | am better equipped to deal with the students enrolled in my own
educational suPPor’c program. In acldition, the AsAmSt courses have enabled me to
reflect on my expcriences and become more accePting of mgsclxc, my Familg, my
community, and my roots in Cambodia. Tl’]rough the Asian American Studies Program, |
am no longer trgingto hide my heritage, but instead | Prouc”g re-tell my story and share
my historg and culture.

lam curren’cly, clirccting the Pre~co”cgiate Admissions Guaranteed Program at UMass

Boston. | hope to continue to be as dedicatecl to my stuclen’cs and Pave away 1Cor those



who do not have equal or fair access to higher education. I also want to sPreacl the
knowledge of what I have learned from Asian American Studies in my gracluatc education
program to enable other educators and Policg makers to understand the intricate issues
aﬁcecting the Promciles of Cambodian students and other reFugee students in order to

clevelop more effective educational Policies and Practices, loca”y and globa”g.

Many thanks to Shirley Tang, Joan Becker, Rajini Srikanth, and csPcciallg Peter Kiang,
for their continuous unclerstancling, enlightening experiences, and tremendous Patience.

I would not have been able to do this without your suPPor‘t.

(NW\NG. EMPOWERING, ENABL ING
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Thank you to our graduatcs for their reflections, voices, and visions.



The Asian American Studies Program also recognizcs with aPPreciation:

* our graduating students who received awards in 2009, incluc]ing/\mg Au,
recipient of the 2009 Anthong Chan Award Presented bg the Institute for Asian
American Studies; Son Ca Lam, recipient of the first annual 2009 Grace Pa[ey
Award from the William Joiner Center; Frances CI"IOW, recipien’c of the 2009 Asian
American Studies Alumni Award; and also continuing, student, Matt Seto,
recipient of UMass Boston’s 2009 Beacons Student Leadership Award;

. Unclcrgraduate Vu Tran who returned saFelg to UMDB Fo”owing his 2008-2009
tour of dutg with the U.S. Marine CorPs in Iraq; doctoral student, Ngugén Thi
Minh Phu(mg, who taught new VIET 101/102 courses at UMDB; and Alumna Janet
V& who has served as a 2008-2009 CTCVISTA Member working with Tri Quach
to establish CAPAY’s Dorchester Youth Initiative;

. Shirleg Tang who has been awarded tenure with Promotion to the rank of
Associate Professor, begirming in Fall 2009, toget"]er with Ping-Ann Addo, Elora

Chowc”wurg) and Lusa Lo who comple’ced successful ‘H:h—gear Persormel reviews;

*  Eunsook Hyun, who was aPPointed Associate Provost of International &
Transnational Affairs; and Charisse Gulosino, ncw|3~‘1ired Assistant Professor in
the DePt of Leadcrship in Education with an AsAmSt affiliation;

e Karen Sugemoto who was elected as Presidcnt of the Asian American
Psgchological Association (AAPA) and Pat Neilson who was selected as a
national Participan’c in the 2009 JaPancsc American Leaclership De!egation;

e QOur many AsAmSt Facu!tg, s’caH:, and students who tauglﬂt our courses and
whose work aPPearec] in Print/ on-line or who received grants in 2008-2009;

We are cspcc/a//y thankful to our a/umn/; Community Ioartncrs & donors as well as to our
affiliated facu/@) statt, and dedicated AASO students. We offer our warmest wishes to
all graduaflhg students who have taken Asian American Studies courses with us o/ur/'ng
their time at (IMass Boston.

For more information, visit the Asian American Studies Program in W-2-097, call 617-287-5658, or
see: www.asamst.umb.edu and http://www.facebook.com/pages/Boston-MA/UMass-Boston-
Asian-American-Studies-Program/46642856725




