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Pratgush Bl’]arati, Associate Promcessor, Management Science and Information Systems, Col[ege of Management
James Dien Bui, Instructor, Asian American Studies

Connie Chan, Professor and Chair, DePt of Public Policg and Public Affairs

Elora Chowc”ﬁury, Assistant ProFessor, Women’s Studies

Patrick Clarkin, Assistant Professor, Ant!ﬂroPologH

Xiaogang Deng, Associate Professor, Socio|ogg

Christopher S. Fung, Instructor, Anthropo[ogg and Asian American Studies

Charisse Gulosino, Assistant Professor, Leaclership in Education, Graduate Co”ege of Education

Richard Hung, Associate Prochsor, Human Services, Co”cge of Public & Community Service

Eunsook Hyun, ProchsorJ Graduate Co”egc of Education, and Associate Provost for International and Transnational Affairs
Jon Hftikar, Instructor, Asian American Studies

Kiran Kaur Arora, Assistant Professor, Counsclir\g & School Psgcho[ogg, Graduate Co”cge of Education

Sari Kawana, Assistant Promcessor, Modern Languages

Peter Kiang, Professor, Graduate Co”ege of Education and Director, Asian American Studies

Marlene Kim, Associate Professor, Economics

ngi Kwock Kim, Assistant Professor, Enghsh

Hae-ok Lee, Associate Professor, Co”ege of Nursing & Health Sciences

Andrew Leong, Associate Pro{:essor, Co”cge of Public & Community Service

Giles Li, instructor, Asian American Studies

Ragmoncl Liu, Associate ProFessor, Marketing, Co”cge of Management

Lusa Lo, Assistant ProFessor, Curriculum & Instruction, Graduate Co”cge of Education

Samuel Museus, Assistant Professor, Lcacicrship in Education, Graduate Co”cge of Education

Patricia Nakamoto Neilson, Director, Center for Collaborative Education, Co”cge of Management

Jin Ho Park, Assistant Professor, Psycl’ao]ogg

Rajini Srikanth, Associate ProFessor, Eng!ish; Director, Honors Program; and Associate Provost for Facu[tg Affairs
Lakshmi Srinivas, Assistant Professor, Sociologg

Karen Suyemoto, Associate Pro{:essor, Psgcho]ogg and Asian American Studies

Shir[eg Tang, Associate Professor, American Studies and Asian American Studies

John Tawa, Intructor, Asian American Studies and Psychologtj

Paul Watanabe, Associate ProFessor, Political Science and Director, Institute for Asian American Studies
Wenfan Yan, Professor and Chair, Graduate Co”cge of Education, DePartmcnt of Leadcrship in Education

Zong-guo Xia, Prochsor, Environmcntal, Earth & Ocean Sciences, and Vice Provost for Research & Strategic Initiatives

The Pro gram
UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program offers cultura”y—rcsponsive instruction in the classroom with holistic Practices of mentoring,
community~bui[chng, service~|carning, and ac[vocacy to address the social and academic needs of students as well as the critical caPacity—
builcling needs of local Asian American communities. The program offers the most Asian American Studies courses, Facu]tg, and community
Iinkages oFar\y university in New Englancl. The program's alumni include teachers, social workers, health care Providcrs, business
entrepreneurs, and leaders of local Asian American community organizations. By grouncling our curriculum, tcaching, and applied research in
the realities of local Asian American communities and bg resPccting the kr\owlcc{ge and bi[fngua[/bicultura[ skills that many UMass Boston
students bring to the classroom, the AsAmSt Program creates Powencul learnir\g environments for all students to gain critical unclerstanding
about the historical exl:)criences, voices, contemporary issues, and contributions of diverse Asian Populations inthe U.S. Graduate students
from any area who have Asian American Studies interests can serve as teaclﬂir\g/rescarch assistants, mentors to undergraduatcs, and special
rqject dcvelopers for the program. High school students in UMass Boston's pre-co”egiate programs such as Urban Scholars and those
involved with the Coalition for Asian Pacific American Youth (CAPAY) are cncouraged to take advar\tagc of the Program’s learr\ing

oPPortunities. Community members and organizations as well as alumni Participatc in our activities in short- and [ong~term ways.



Celebrating our 2009-2010 Graduates in Asian American Studies

From Fall 2009 and SPring 2010, we are Proud to recognize five outstanding AsAmSt
Program-ot~study undergraduate students — Edson Brian Bueno, Vu Minh Dao, Pratna
Kem, Soning Lau, and Diane Nguyen — along with two M.Ed. graduate student
teaching/research assistants — Songldﬂa Thi Nguyen and Jessica Ngoc Tran and two
doctoral students who also served as AsAmSt instructors/ researchers, Nancy J. Lin and
PhuongT. Nguyen. Their accomplishments have been extraordinary, and we know their

future contributions will be even more imPressive,

Several other undergraduate students who have taken multiPIe Asian American Studies
courses, t]ﬂough not enoug]’a to count for the formal six-course Program~ot~stud3, are also
graduating, includingToai Dang, Phuc Ho, Lan Nguyen, Luci Nguyen, Kwokin Ou, Lauren
Quach, Chi Tran, and My Van. We congratulate them and others not mentioned here,
together with Thao Xuan Do who is rePresenting the 2010 graduating class at UMB’s June

4th official commencement ceremonies.
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Program-of-Study in Asian American Studies

Edson Brian Bueno

Before taldng part in Asian American Studies, | identified my backgrounc] as I:ilipino
Canadian. After lcarning about my shared cxPcrienccs of People of color, | began to iclenthcy
with Asian American/Canadian. Then, one of Karen Suyemoto’s classes enlightened me bg
Iearning about the intersections of identity. I feel comfortable ic]enthcging as a transnational
Asian American/Canachan and Filipino mixed with Chinese and Spanish ancestrg. So, my

identitg is more complcx thcnjust checking off one box I'm forced to choose.



I was hesitant at first—with aclding/\sian American Studies—because it would add a year of
extra stuclgingto my undergraduate career. bBut shortlg after entering my second Asian
American Studies class, I realized that these classes were vital to my future success— as a
person of color—because it equippecl me with the tools to navigate out of oppressivc
sPaces/environments. For cxamplc) thcsc classes empowered me with the consciousness to
scrutinize situations in which Peop!c are subordinated based on their identified race, genc]er)
c’chnicity, and sexual orientation. Another component of Asian American Studies that was a
conscious raising component of each class was the power of community activism and aPPliCCJ

know!edge in reaching out to the communitg.

How my involvement imPacted me was two-fold: iclentitg and future P!ans for community
involvement. The iclentity Piece I think 1 explainecl abovc) but the future P!ans to connect with
Asian American gouth Piece is also imPortant to me because it’s a way | can share the
cxPcriences that emPowered me. Forinstance, Pho’cographg is one of my hobbies that has
connected me to other Asian Americans artists, and creates spaces where conversations
about our identities happcn often. So, the artistic community is clcmcini’celg a Place where I can
exercise the tools and language Asian American Studies has equiPPcd me with to empower

fellow Asian American artists.

Vu Minh Dao

am ears old. major is Biology. | came to the Unite ates when | was 17 years old.
lam25y lcll\/\gj'b'iggl to the United States when I'was 17 4 Id. 1
gracluatccl from Excel High School in 2005. | am Vietnamese American. | grewup in a diverse
Familg, my father was born in North Vietnam, my mother was born in Central Vietnam, | was
born in Hue (Centra! Vietnam), but | grewup in Sai Gon (South Vietnam). This background
helps me understand more about Vietnamese culture, People, social conflict, social hierarchg,

etc.

Before | became involved with Asian American Studies, | alwags thought I knew evergthing
about Asian American People’s issues. However, when I took the course “Asian in the United
States,” | realized that | knew nothing about Asian American PCOPIC inthe U.S. Therefore, |
decided to take more courses in Asian American Studies to learn and contribute more with

the Asian American Studies Program at UMass Boston.



| alwags want to serve this country and community where I am living‘ Tl’iererorc, cclucating
mgseH: is the most important tningl cando. anougl'i Asian American Studies, | have more
chances to get involved, understand the issues, conflicts, and struggles of my community and

also other immigrant communities so that | may be able to serve and contribute.
Pratna Kem

| am second generation Cambodian American, graduating with a bachelor’s clegree in Englisn

| hoPe to one dag teach ]'iign school.

I got into Asian American Studies because | felt that it was important for me to learn about a
]'iis’cory I knew existed, but that was not often talked about. During my time here at UMass
Boston, | started discovering and exploring more literature and media Production bg Asian
Americans—both of which 1 found imPortan’c to Providinga counter-story to mainstream
ideas and beliefs. Asian American Studies was imPortant to me because it Provicled a space
for me to explore what it meant to be Asian American and w]'ig my cxpcriences, and those of

my peers, mattered.



Havinggainccl so much from Asian American Studies courses, | feel that 1 should give back. |
want to teach high school English in the Cambodian American communitg. The Cambodian
American community faces alot of Problems and | hope that by teaching, | can be more in
touch with the 9outh and Proviclc them with the guidancc and suPPort thcg mig]’)t not be
receiving elsewhere. 1 am fortunate enough to have parents who sacrificed evcrgt]'ling for me,
and I am also fortunate enough to know that not everyone has had those same aclvantages. |

want to be able to helP those in situations | could have easily been in mgselF.



Soning Lau

I am a Chinese American undergraduate student at UMass Boston, majoring in Psychologtj. I
am the first person to obtain a bachelors dcgrec in my Farnilg. Itis not an easy

accomplishrnent foran ESL immigrant but 1 have Fina”g achieved this goal.

Pve been in the US for almost ten years; however, I didn’t know any Asian American issues
until 1 took a few Asian American Studies classes here. 1 was surprised bg most Asian
American Studies Prochsors’ tcaching enthusiasrn, People’s Pcrsonal storﬂ—sharing, and
sometimes different guest sPeakers who were invited to offer a lecture in class. These
exPerienccs harc”g ever happen in other subject areas; none of my Psgchologg courses, at
least. Besides that, Asian American Studies classes actua”y increase my awareness in a way
to pay more attention toward the issues of Asian Americans in the US. Since then, I started
tojoin different activities in school. For example, | attended to an event of cligital stories
sharing offered bg Professor Shirlcg Tang, who is teaching Asian American Media Literacy
(AsAmSt 370) in the sPring of 2010. The event was great because Asian American PCOPIC

usua”y would have hard time to share in Public; but, the event was set in the right time to gjve



a space for them to express some Personal but emotional stories. 1was touched bg the work
students have contributed in that class. Furthermore, I realized that showing an aPPreciation

means oﬁcering suPPort for People who decide to step forward to make a trg.

For my future P[ans, I want to applg for a master’s clegree in school Psgcnologtj at UMass
Boston. ljust found out there are onl9 three international Asian students who are current19
enrolled in that program. It is uncertain whether or not the program has covered Asian
Americans in the textbooks and class materials. But, it will be fantastic to have more Asian
American ProFessionals to get into the field of Psgcnologlj because tlﬂey a!readg have the
cultural knowlec]ge as a backup/suppor’c to Provicle ne!P in communities, schools, or clinics,
etc. APParcntlg, this is a signiﬁcan’c Privilcge inaway to reduce misunclerstanclings, especia”y
for the Peop!e who speak not onlg Englisn but other languagcs as we”; more impor’cantlg, it

could enhance the qua[itg ofa Proxcessional service in the unseen minoritg ethnic Populations.

Diane Nguyen

I was born in the Pl’lilippines, but raised in America since | was two. My parents are both
Vietnamese; therefore, I'm Huen‘clg sPeaking Englisn and Vietnamese. Rignt now | live with my
Familg in Dorc]ﬂestcr, Massachusetts. I grew up loving to value my culture and traditions.
However | wished I could also know how to sPeak Taga!og so | can come back to the

Pnilippines to learn more about my birth Piace.

I decided to focus on Asian American Studies because it assisted me in digging furtherinto
my own identitg. Somenow, along the way, | also discovered that not only my identitg s
exP!ored, but others’ identities and racial theories are taugnt tome. Each course has
brougnt me to want to take another course because in a sPecial way, tneg all connect to one
another. Notto brag, but 1 feel good about mgsehc, because | gota clecper understanding of
what race, culture, iclcn’city, and voice | belong to. I've been involved in many student
activities at UMass Boston, such as the Asian Student Center, VSA (Vietnamese Student
Association), and Fi[ipino Club. These courses and student activities nclpecl me understand
and value each individual’s culture, while also encouraging members to get involved with

outreacn to bring awareness to otners.

Asian American Studies will be useful to me in the future because | P[an to stag involved in

Asian American communities and with work related to Asian Americans.



It may not be soon, but I know my learning will not gotowaste. lam taking advantage of this
because not all universities Provicle students with Asian American courses. Thcrefore, I will
trg my best to sPread the word about what I've learned. UMass Boston has so many great

Asian American ProFessors; thcg’vc clﬂangccl 50O many students’ and faculties’ lives.



Graduate Student Teaching/Rcscarch Assistants

Jessica Ngoc Tran, M.Ed.

| came from a very suPPortive Familg for which 1am very thankful. Both of my Parents were not onlg

suPPor‘h'vc in my scl'looling but also Positive in the decisions that I have made and done. 1 have been

working for many nonProﬁt organizations before I enrolled in college‘ | erjog worlcing with diverse
oPulations. Not only do! getto learn about their heritages, but at the same time, | share my own

knowledge about my historg and traditions.

| started co”egc in2002. | began ’caking Asian American Studies courses in my sophomore year. | got
very interested after taking the first course; | believe it was called Asian Minorities in America (now
Asians in the US). I was beginning to understand more about my own culture and other Asian cultures
as well. Before that, most of my cultural know!eclge was Passed down from my Parcnts’ exPcrience and

stories. Having relevant knowledge from my classes has helped me with my work in the communitg.

Because of what I have learned from Asian American Studies, I was able to aPPrcciatc my background
more and will continue working with diverse Populations in the community‘ Learning about different

cultures will alwags be an ongoing process, but1am glacl to have already started with my own culture.



For that | am gratexcu! for the Asian American Studies Program. HoPeFully, the next generations will

contribute more courses to the program and cherish it as much as 1 did.

Sonnga Thi Nguyen

Songkhla T. Nguyen was bornin Songk}'lla, Thailand to the Parcnts of Ton ThiNam and
Nguyen Van Tay. She grew up in Rockland Massachusetts. Songk]ﬁla has carned a BS in
Bio!ogtj from the University of Massachusetts, Boston. She continued her education and

comPictecl a Master’s in Education with Teacher Licensure in 2010. ..

As a chilcl, I told mgsehcz “once | am out of 5chooi, I am never coming, back”. 1dreaded school, |
hated class. | was never going to become a teacher; I knew that since clag one in middle
school. Iwas never a bad student; a struggling studcnt, magbe, but not bad. I excelled in
school, Passed all my classes and was the angcl sitting in the corner alwags cloing what | was
told. 1fulfilled mgjob as a student. That’s all | cared for, mysehc. !graduatec] high school and

never IOOI(Cd back as | moved onto CO”CSC.

It was co”ege that changecl my Perspcctive about the imPor'tance of education. T]’)rough the
Asian American Studies Program, | realized that education wasn’tjust one Person’s issue, but
it influenced many things ona grander scale. Education benefits notjust one Person’s life
but the ecologg of everyone and everything around us. People can show you the wonders in

life, but it isn’t yours until you've carned it; once earned, no one can take it away from you.



Thatis whg I became an eclucator, to share the wealth of knowledgc that | have obtained with

the world around me, giving the asset of knowleclge to every person I can influence.

Like many othcrs, | entered co”cge Fceling lost. 1didn’t know what to do or where 1 was
l’leacling. Jwent througl'l three years of unclergracluate course work not knowing what my
career choice was. ngunior year, | declared as a Biologtj major because I love learning and
using science. | had alreaclg taken so many Biologg courses out of interest that | was nearlg
done with my program recluirements. My ]’IOPCS were to applg to medical school after my
bachelors. My last year before gracluation, thoug}'l) | registered for an Asian American
Studies course out of curiositg; that was the decision that changed my life.

During my senior year in the Biologtj program, I worked full time for a yearas a student intern
at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center Pemcorming neurologg research work. | compie’ced
my last year of unclergradua’ce work and concluded) research was not for me. Whatdo1do
now, | asked mgsehc. I have a biologzj clegree and oPPortunitics for work that I am not
Passionate about. During my last year of complcting my requirements to obtain my
Bachelors in Science I was also taking Asian American Studies courses as electives out of

interest. It was those electives that Pointed me in the direction where | am toclag.

Asian American Studies ’caught me far begonc] my expectations. In that one year | took Asian
American Studies | learned and understood more about mgselxc and the society that 1 am
surrounded in comPared to the Past Z?.ycars of life experiences I had. 1 started to see the
iry’ustices of color, the inequalitg of OPPortuni’cics due to social economics and the barriers to
success due the lack of language acc]uisition. I was selfish and so self-contained, | Forgot
that life co-exists with the Peop!c and societg that we are surrounded bg. Asian American
Studies ]'xelpcd me Figure out that education should not on!g be part of my own life but rather

a great asset that ] have a’ctainecl anc] shoulc] use begond academics.

| a!wags viewed my academic education as a separate component of my liFe; it wasjus’c
somcthingl had to do. 1 alwags sawitas a stepping stone to better my own life, to gettoa
different stage. Begoncl Personal imPacts, I didrn’t realize the influences it made in our
communities and societg. Asian American Studies helPecl me remove my narrow lens of
education. It framed education notjus’c as a Persona! issue, but as a way to influence many
Iarger issues, and helPecl me understand how education Plags an important role in social
iustice. This new outlook made me want to be an educa’cor, to share the wealth of knowledge
that I have obtained throug]'x my formal education and Personal expericnces. I don’t want to
just offer knowlcclgc to urban youth, but to give them the tools to exert their influences in

their communities, the way that Asian American Studies has insPired and helped me.



Dr. Peter Kiang is one of the Proxcessors in the Asian American Studies Program who
influenced my views of education and visions for the future. Peter taught me so many things I
wouldn’t have learned on my own, he was my guicle to find my Passion. Being Asian American
didn’t teach me where I fit in this society or what to make of it; Asian American Studies taught
me that. After ’caking classes with Peter, | realized that education wasn”cjust the attainment
of academic knowledge but rather how to use it e)c)cicientlg begond the classroom walls. Peter
assigned many service learning Projects as well as taught with the grace of lctting students
learn to the best of their devclopment. He let students op’cimize their zone of Proxima!
clevelopmen’c (Vggotskg, 2005). Peter knew me as a student and as a person; he knew my
skills and abilities, strengt]ﬁs and weakncsses, as well as my goals and Passion. Peter
suggested that | continue with gracluate studies in Education. Ilooked at Peterin cloubt,
c]uestioning him, “l can teach?” “Of course you can,” he reP[ie&. This was the first instance
when anyone ever told me teaching could be a career choice. Growing, up, I did not have any
role models who reflected this; I didn’t see any educators who looked like me or understood
what | was trging to articula’ce, who understood where my Family came 1Crom, etc. Iwas never
told that there were Asian American eclucators, much less any who were Vietnamese
American. More than that, though, Peter cxplainccl the needs for Asian American tcachers;
thcn, it all made the sense to me. Sucldcnlg, | clearly understood my Place in this society, |
understood wlﬁg things were the way theg were, and because of tha’c, I decided to further my

education, to imProvc education.

Five years ago, | wasn’t certain what my goals and aspirations were, but today | can
conFidentlg claim: 1am an educator. 1 am serious and Passionate about my work; I seek ways
to imProvc my ’ceaching and Peclagogg for the betterment of students. Asian American
Studies alongwith my Teacher Education training program has Prepared me to do so. 1 will
always be working on bc’ctering my skills and abilities to become a more c]ualhcied teacher. |

teach to circulate know[eclge, influence Posi’cive actions, and increase socialjustice.

I thank Asian American Studies for Provicling me the oPPortunitg to do so!



Doctoral Student Instructors/Researchers

Nancy J. Lin, Ph. D.

I was born in Taiwan to a Taiwanese father born in JaPan and a Chinese mother born in

Dongbci Province. We moved to JaPan at a young age, later immigrating Pcrmanentlg to the

U.S. I consider mgschc Taiwanese American.

| sPeciFicang came to UMass Boston for gracluate school in order to better understand and
work with the Cambodian American community living in and around Boston. Few clinical
Psgchologg programs in the countrg offer its students suPPort to connect with ethnic
communities who are underserved and often misunderstood. When | met with Drs. Karen
Suyemoto, Peter Kiang, Shirlcg Tang, and Pat Neilson, I knew I had found a learning
environment where | would have strong allies to help me reang learn what it means to be both a
Psgchologist and an advocate for underserved Asian American communities. | came to

UMass Boston bccausc | wantecl to surround m\zjsehC wi’ch others who hac] Figurccl out l"IOW to



integrate advocacg for Asian American issues into their academic work and Personal
commitments. |learned that educationis notjust about taking it all in but also gving back and
seeingttxose relationst‘ii[:)s grow and feed you. Thanks to my teachers and many other role
models at UMass Boston, | am now constanttg asking the cluestion, “How can | integrate
issues of culture and socialjustice into this?” whenever | am faced with a newjot) or

environment.

Mg future Plans are to continue to nelp build bridges between groups who Pertiaps do not
3et see how ttieg may be connected. For instance, | sPent the Past two years Providing
Psgcnologicat treatment for Veterans now living in San Diego, CA, who have been deePtH
affected bg their experiences of combat. When rea”g gotto know the individuals who
served in the Armed Forces, | found myselt marveling at how similar many of the issues faced
t)g them are to Peopte who have experienced traumatic immigrant and retugee exPeriences; in
fact, many Veterans with whom I worked had both militarg and immigrant/retugee tamilg
!egacies. From their identities and coping strategjes develoPed inwar, to the lack of access
to education andjob oPPortunities, it became clear that two groups that had origina”g been
separate in my mind were becoming much more relatable. Hence, my nope is to continue to
use these insigtits to deveiop services and conduct research that will be effective in nelPing
PeoP!e suttering from loss and trauma bg Paging attention to the similarities across groups as
well as the sPecitic cultural and individual understandings of each survivor. My goal is also to
mentor future generations of Psgchologists and others in the t‘ielping Protessions to have the
awareness, knowledge, and skills to work with an increasinglg diverse and complex world

WI"ICTC PCOPIC OCCUPH mu!tiple categories and spaces.

Phuong T. Nguyen, Ph.D.

| see mgselt as a Vietnamese American retugee. I was born in Kien Giang Province, a coastal
Province on the southern most edge of Vietnam, a few months after the fall of Sai Gon. MH
tamilg (motner, tattler) & older brother) and I fled Viet Nam bg boat when I was two years old.
After sPending eigtit months in a retugee camp in Malagsia, my tamilg and I were sPonsored
t)g a Christian organization in Nebraska to come to the United States. My younger brother
was born in Nebraska a few months after we arrived. My tamilg and | spent a couPIe of years
!iving in Nebraska, afew more in Louisiana, but we spent most of my childhood living in
different parts of Texas. After many years of moving, around, we tina”g settled in Houston

where my tami19 is todag. | consider mgselt a Texan at heart.



|l was initia”g introduced to Peter Kiang and the AsAmSt Program during my first year at
UMass Boston tnrougn Prof. Karen Sugemoto. I came to UMass Boston to work with Karen
because of her strong interest in better understanding the Psucnologicai exPeriences of
Asian Americans. |too had a strong interest in better understanding the mental health issues
that Asians/Asian Americans expericnce, especia”y the experiences of Vietnamese and
Vietnamese Americans. So natura”u, Karen felt it was imPortant to connect me with Peter and
the AsAmSt Program. | was immediately struck bg how committed and involved the program
was, not onig with its students, but also with the Asian communities in the greater Boston
area. Ti‘lrougn Peter | was able to establish connections with PCOPIC in the community who
shared similar clinical and Personal interests as me. In Particular, I was able to develop better

undcrstandings of the resiliencg and strugglcs that members of the Vietnamese communitg

expe rienced.

On amore Pcrsonal note, tnrougi‘i its students, tacuitg, and courses, the AsAmSt Program
rovided me a safe space anda communitg where I was free to cxPiorc my racial and ethnic

identitu. I think it fostered my growtn and understanding in who I was and the kind of person |

wanted to be. I was able to take courses that were Persona”g mcaningtui to me, but I was also

able to tcaci'] courses tnat | telt were imPortant tor students. It was tnrougn tne AsAmSt



Program that these kinds of interpersonal interactions and personal moments were Possib]e,

and | Feel very For’cunate to have been able to exPerience ’chem.

In moving Forwarcl, itis hard to imagjne living my life without tlﬂinkir\g about the lessons I've
learned and the connections that I've made througlﬂ the AsAmSt Program. Till this dag I still
hear Karen's voice in my head about Particular issues and the meanings and imPlications of
my choices and decisions. I'm cons’cantly reminded of the hard work and commitment that
Peter has made to making the university, community, and world a better Place for
disenfranchised and clisempowerecl folks. I'm honored to have been a part of such an

amazing program and will greatlg miss all of the students and teachers that make it what it is.

My hope is that when | arrive at my new Position in Houston, | will be able to connect with
other like-minded individuals. But if 1 don’t, 1 will not lose heart because I've learned that even
one person armed with knowledge) experience, and ambition can make a world of difference.
J on!g need to think about the folks I've met throug]'x the AsAmSt Program at UMass Boston
for ProoF of that.

2010 John F. Kennedy Award Recipient — Thao Xuan Do

Thao Xuan Do, a Chemis’crg ma)'or and Honors Program member, is receiving UMass Boston's
highes’c award for student academic achievement and civic engagement. As the John F.
Kermeclg Award reciPient, Thao will serve as the student sPeaker - rePresenting the class of
2010 -- at UMB's Commencement on June 4th.

During her first semester at UMass Boston in Fall 2006, Thao took AsAmSt 200 Intro to

Asian American Studies. In her final reflection at the end of the semester, she wrote:

"When 1 look at the list of requiremen’c for general education at UMass, | tried to Picl( out the courses
which are casy to get “A”. but after taldng this “Introduction to Asian American” course, my choices
were changed My Priori’cg when Iooking for a course is that course will he]P me gain knowleclge about
my community, l’]eIP me iclen’ci@ mgselﬂ and further more it will I’ICIP me make the most distribution to
the community. The course is over but the lessons I had learned will never be old. The9 will be always
fresh and imProvecl everyday when 1 used it in my own life. 1 won’t afraid to ﬁgl’lt for my right, | won’t
afraid to let my voice be heard even | sPeak “broken English”. After the course, I had more confidence
in what I intend to do which is take my summer to be volunteer AIDS education in Vietnam. I also can be
avolunteer working in Louisiana l'lelping Vietnamese American rebuild after Katrina. So many things I

wanted to do begore, I can do it now..."






The Asian American Studies Program congra’culates Thao for her outstancling achievements

ancl we are Prouc] to have becn Par’c omc her e&ucation at UMass Boston.

As Part of that same Fall 2006 AsAmSt 200 concluding reflection memo, Thao also
composed the Fo”owing letter to then-Chancellor Michael Collins. With her Pcrmission, we

thank Thao for sharing her voice with us:
Friciay December 15, 2006
Dear Dr. Michael Collins, Chancellor of UMass Boston

My name is Thao Xuan Do. 'm a transfer student from Vietnam, and this is my first semester
at UMass Boston. This semester has been a very goocl expcrience for me. 1 had a chance to
learn from many great teachers with very exciting subjects. Among those, AsAmSt 200

(lntrocluction to Asian American Studies) stood out and had a largc distribution on my first

semester CXPCriCﬂCCS.

“How can you kecp what you had learned in your mind?” I had seen this c]ucstion inaforum
couP!e years ago. And at that time | answered: “Youjust need to Practice the lesson a lot bg
cloing as much exercises as Possible”. A week ago, when I wrote the research memo for the
classroom observation, I had a different answer: “You need to involve in the lesson”. And now
when I'm writing this letter, the answer once again has been changc&: “In order to turn the
information which was given bg the ProFessor into your own ‘mowleclgc, first you must involve
into the lesson, be Part of it, and second you must Practice what you had learned.” 1 would
never be able to say this if 1 didn’t take Asian American Studies. It’s an interesting class for
me not because I'm an Asian, and it would be easier for me to stucly about my ethnicitg. In
Fac’c, in this class, | have to see what | don’t want to see; | have to face what I was alwags afraid
to talk or think about; I have to hear the dark side of the story which 1 was alwags ignore. And
I was very !uckg to have a ProFessor who was very much was described bg Einstein. As he
said: “I never teach my Pupils; I onlg attempt to Providc the conditions in which tlﬂey can

learn”.

The first dag of class, we were doing the small cluiz, exP!aining every word in the name of the
course. It wasn’t difficult to exPIain those words but it was difficult to get the exP[anation out
on paper right. And that was our first lesson; we consider ourselves as Asian American but
how much do we understand about that word or thinking !arger, how much are we concerned
about Asian American community? Those cluestions were like the arrows that stroke very

hard into my heart. | was like being woken up aftera Iong sleep. I was like the blind that had



his sight back. 1 started to ask mgselF the ques’cions which | thouglﬂt is not imPortant before.
Where do I stand in the Asian American community? What cando to imProve our commum’tg?
I have never missed a mee’cing of this class because those c]ucstions alwags haunted me. Each
clay of this class gave me a new Possible answer for the questions. | remember my elcmcntarg
teacher used to tell me that each person is like a [iving book. To gain knowlcclgc) we not on!g
learn from the textbook but we must also learn from other People. With this Asian American
Studies class) I had a chance to learn from my classmates which 1 had alwags thouglﬁt very
hard to do. Some Personalitg and behavior stereotype assert that Asian American students
are “quitc”. This statement was Provecl to be wrong because in this class where majoritg is
Asian, it’s the students who do the talking. We talked about ourselves, our exPcriences as
bcing Asian American, our Problem. Evcrgbo&g listened, commented and asked ques’cions.
The ProFessor had created a Fricndlg environment for us to open up and share our stories:
we sitas a big circle. No matter who you are~ black, white, American born Asians, immigrants
or international students- no matter how Huentlg you sPealc English, your voice was heard,
your Problems were concerned. Assignment for this class is not somet]’xing that cha”cngc
students, but instead it Pus}'xes students to think harcl, “to get out of their comfort zone” to
get the exercises done. The assignment does not fixina Particular type, it can be writing an
essay, a reflection memo. It can be a Project which requires you to go out and interview
somcboclg or clesign afoam core board. These Projec’cs recluire a lot of effort combine with
Persona! experiences. My sister asked me: “You are Chemistry l\/\ajor, but still, whg do you
sPend alot of time in the Pro'ec’cs for this class which bclongs to Liberal Art?” Yes, I'm
Sciences Major) but I would ée a useless person even when | become an cxpcrt in my field if 1
dor’t know angthing about what happcn around me. And | think that’s the reason whg either
you are Sciences Major or Liberal Art Major; there are certain rec]uired courses which the

stuc]ents nced to talce.

Did the course reach my expec’cation? Yes, rd learned more that what | expected. The
semester is over, but it doesn’t mean | won’t continue to learn about Asian American. Because
it’s Introduction to Asian American Studies”, the course introduced me to the field of Asian
American, oPened many oPPortunities to applg what I had learn to real liFe, around my
neighborhood, my communitg. Now, | understand what I could do to imProve my communitg. I
had learned how much rights, voice and spaces affected People’s life. The most meaningxcu[
assignment of this course to me is clesigninga foam core board about what you had learned
in this class about Rights, SPaces and Voices. This Project gave me a chance to think hard
and look back the experienccs I had with this class. 1 went througlﬁ all the reacling about Asian
American and faced many hurtful situation in which Asian was discriminated, harassecl,
Prfjucliccd, marginalizc. I'was so angry about the way Asian Americans were treated. So |

decided to clcsign my foam board as two Parts: the fact and what we should do. But as | read



througl'l several essays of Frederick Douglass, James Thomas Jackson and Richard Wright, I
realized that 1 didn’t look at the Problem from two sides. Nothing ever comes without Peop[e
g0 after it. hcgou want to have your Rights, Voice and SPaccs, you need to )Cigl"nt for them. |
asked mgsc!F: “Did Asian American rcany Fight for them?” And | Changed my theme to
“American is the Place youcan have your rigl’lts, voice and space, but you have to be in
action!!” The second thingl like about this Project is evergbodg’s foam boards were mounted
on the wall. Together all the students in this class make a big Pic’cure) a Per)cect Pic’cure. This
Picture is our voice to evcrgboclg about Asian American: what are their Problems) their
strengths and weaknesses and it also our l’lOPC, a l’lOPC about a better world where
cvergbody will be treated equallg. The foam boards were Put together delivered a strong
message: “Together we can!” The onlg regret | have is the location where all the foam boards
were mounted. If thcg were Put at another P!ace where students £0o by every dag, the

meaning of them will be multiplied many times.

From the class I had learned many things but1also grewupa lot. '/mnot a shg person
anymore but instead a strong person who is not afraid of c"]a”enge. I have become a person
who knows her Position, her role in community. Every student in this class has different
expcricnces and has different lessons for himself. The class also slow!g transformed me: from
a person who was lost, | was helpeci to find my own way. Thanks to my ProFessor who had
created a wonderful oPPortunitg for me and my classmate to discover ourselves, to wake up
the s’eeping part in my soul. He is my best teacher because it’s very hard to Provicle twenty-
five different lessons to twent5~Five different Personl

One of three essay ques’cions for undergraduate admission essay is “What does the Phrase
‘universitg communitg’ mean to you? How would your backgroun& and exPerience help
contribute to the UMass Boston community?” | think this course should be included in the
requirement in the first semester for freshman and transfer esPeciang Asian students
because this course is the P[ace where you can learn the real meaning of the word

“‘community”.
At the end of this letter, I wish you all the luck and health.

Sinccrcly,
Thao Xuan Do

Thank you to our graduatcs for their reflections, voices, and visions.



and thank you to retiring Professor Esther Yae lwanaga for
Bold Words and many years of dedicated AsAmSt tcacl'ling




The Asian American Studies Program also recognizcs with aPPreciation:

*  our AsAmSt unclergra&uatc students who received awards in 2009-2010, including:
Richard Sann, reci[:)ient of the second annual 2009 Grace Paleg Award from the
William Joiner Center; Ray Chiu, Soning Lau, Yan Hua Liang, Richard Sann, and Matt
Seto who each received support for their community service commitments in Boston
China’cown; Linda Ngugen who was awarded the Marg Dogle Curran Poetrg
Scholarship Prize; Linda Cheng and Kevin Tan who received s’cudg—travel awards from
UMB’s Office of International & Transnational Affairs for their collaborative service

!earning Prcjcct with affiliated Facul’cg Haeok Lee in Cambodia.

«  former CAPAY Houth Mo”g Higgins who served as a 2009-2010 Transmission Project
VISTA Member working with Tri Quach and CAPAY, and who has renewed her service
commitment with VISTA support for one additional year ’c]'lrough 2010-2011; CIRCLE
director and UMB student advisor Elaine Ward who comple’ccd her EA.D.

o Affiliated 1Cacu|t9 and IAAS director Paul Watanabe who led the Fall 2009 stuclg travel
triP to Manzanar with co”eagues Karen Sugemo’co and Shirleg Tang, and students
Frances Chow, Laura Ng, and Charlie Vo, affiliated Facultg Elora Chowdlﬁurg and
Rajini Srikanth who, with Leila Farsak]'l, comP!eted the new video, “Islamic Feminisms”

funded by the Ford Foundation and Featuring many UMass Boston stuclents;

o Affiliated Facultg who Plaged camPus—wiclc leadership roles, inclucling Zong-guo Xia,
Vice Provost for Research and Strategjc Initiatives; Rajini Srikanth, Associate Provost
of Facultg Aﬁcairs; Eunsook Hyun, Associate Provost for International and
Transnational Affairs; and Peter Kiang, recipient of the 2010 Chancellors
Distinguis]'lecl Service Award.

e Qur many AsAmSt Facuitg) s’caH:) and students who taught our courses and whose
work aPPeared in Print/on—linc or who received grants in 2009-2010;

We are esloecﬁa//y thankful to our a/umn/; community Partners & donors as well as to our
affiliated facu/ty) statt, and dedicated AASO students. We offer our warmest wishes to all
gradua t/hgstuc/csnts who have taken AsAmSt courses with us a’urlhg their time at (IMB.

For more information, visit the Asian American Studies Program in W-2-097, call 617-287-5658, or see:
www.asamst.umb.edu and http://www.facebook.com/pages/Boston-MA/UMass-Boston-Asian-
American-Studies-Program/46642856725




