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The Pro gram

UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program offers intei]ectualiy«:i‘ia”enging, emotiona”g-engaging, cultura”g-resl:)onsive instruction in
the classroom with holistic Practices of mentoring, community—buiiding, 5ervice—]earning, and advocacy to address the social and academic
needs of students as well as the critical capacit5~buiiding needs of local Asian American communities. The program offers the most Asian
American Studies courses, icacuity, and community linkages otang university in New Eng[andi The program's alumniinclude teaciwers, social
workers, health care Providers, business entrepreneurs, and leaders of local Asian American community organizations. By grounding our
curriculum, teaciﬁing, and aPP[ied research in the realities of local Asian American communities and bg respectingthe know]edge and
biiingua]/bicultura] skills that many UMass Boston students bring to the ciassroom, the AsAmSt Program creates Powericu| iearning
environments for all students to gain critical understanding about the historical experiences, voices, contemporary issues, and contributions of
diverse Asian Popuiations inthe U.S. Graduate students from any area who have Asian American Studies interests can serve as
teaching/research assistants, mentors to undergraduates, and sPeciai Project deveiol:)ers for the program. Hign school students in UMass
Boston's Pre~co|legiate programs such as Urban Scholars and those involved with the Coalition for Asian Pacific American Youth (CAPAY)
are encouraged to take advantage of the Program’s Iearning opl:)ortunities. Community members and organizations as well as alumni
Participate in our activities in short- and iong-term ways. UMass Boston is the onig research university in New England designated and funded

by the U.S. Department of Education as an Asian American Native American Pacific Islander Serving Institution (AANAPIS].



Celebrating our 2012-201% Graduates in Asian American Studies

From Fall 2012 and SPring/Summer 20135, we are Proud to recognize eleven outstandingAsAmSt
Program-ot-studg undergraduate students — Robert Chea, Jenng Chiang, Ragmond Chiu,
Maryanne E.M. Chow, Dao M. Duong, Vincent Huynh, Stanley La, Zhi Liang (£& %), Thomas
Nguyen, Chris Quigleg, and SadiP Tamang — togettler with Clinical Psuctwolong Ph.D. student
and AsAmSt instructor, John Tawa, and M.A. graduate student teactwing/researcn assistants,
Sara Boxell in American Studies, Son Ca Lam in APPIied Linguistics, and Laura Wai Ngin
Historical Arctnaeologu,

Many other undergraduate students have taken multiple Asian American Studies courses,
tnough not enougtl to fulfill requirements for our formal six-course Program-ot-studg. We
congratulate Justine Aguilos, Juan Carlo GasPar, Ptxuong Hua, Chau Ngugen, Khatima
Sadic], Victor Sok, Megan Wong, and many others not mentioned here.

We thank the Asian American Student Success Program for suPPortlng our 2013 celebration.

Prof. Haeok Lee’s AsAmSt 345 Asian American Cultures & Health Practices class visiting the
Metta Health Center in Lowell with Director Sonith Peou in May 2013.



Program~of~5tuc|g in Asian American Studies

Robert Chea
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I am a second generation Cambodian American from Lowe”) MA.. | majored in Asian Studies because it is
imPortant for PeoPIe to learn about the histories and cultures of the world’s Iargest continent which is
Playinga more influential role in the world than ever before. 1also decided to pursue the Asian American
Studies Program~o§~stud9 because I often wonder about my own Cambodian l’leri’cage, even tl'xougl'l
Cambodia isn’t included in what the Asian Studies Department covers in its curriculum. 1 have to take it

upon mgselF to make an active, conscious effort to develop my awareness.

I was raised bg a father who taught me to dislike and devalue my Cambodian heritage. This is because, in
his very honest oPinion, Cambodians should be ashamed of themselves for evergthing bad that occurred
in their history. Accorcling to him) it's Cambodians’ fault for not thwarting Foreign conquest, hegemony
and imPerialism. It's Cambodians’ fault for being enthusiastica”y misguided supporters of a certain



Psgchopathic leader. 1t's Cambodians’ fault for their intergenerational poverty and lack of education and
for struggling to aclapt to life in America. It’s Cambodians’ fault for not somehow Progressivelg
overcomingthese social Problems. So much negativity! As an imPressionable c]’ﬁld, | tlﬁought he was
simplg te”ing me the truth. DesPite his adop’ced internalized racism, my father has ironica”g alwags been
nostalgic about his birth country and he was keen to share with me his memories of his former life in
Cambodia, which includes the dark times when I was a bog. Magbe it was hearing my father’s recollection
of Cambodia that served as the origin from which my curiosity about the past Cleve[opecl. Beginning in my
aclolescence, lalso clevelope& a curiosity about what’s out there in the wor]cL and I wanted to gain afresh
Perspective on Cambodia that would make me Proucl and aPPreciative of my i&enti’cy as a Cambodian
American. It was at this time when | clearly noticed there was a great deal of distance between mgse]{: and
other Cambodian Americans. 1 felt so unnatural being around them and theg, for some reason, didn’t
seem to take notice of me. During my high school years in Lowell, 1also began to meet Cambodian expats
who were born and raised after the 1970s, but theg seemed so uncomfortable talking about themselves
and Cambodia, aPParentlg consiclering such toPics to be inaPProPriate. My inabi]it9 to get along or
iden’chcy with either Cambodian Americans or Cambodian expats felt like a kind of double wl'lammg for me
Persona”y. As a result, the discontent I had with my Cambodian American identitg &eepenecl and |
decided to inclemcinitely turn off my curiosity about Cambodia and its diasPora because all 1 had were more
burning questions and no extinguishing answers. During this time, I was in the process of trying to think
careFu”g about what I should major in. lwas vaguely aware of something to do with Asian American
Studies at UMB, but I was afraid of takinga Path that would have exacerbated my emotional and
Psgchological discomfort. I did not want to (re)develop a Pressing curiosity about some’ching on]g to have
no way of adequatelg satisncging it. still, 1felt1had to do some’ching to face my inner fears or else 1 would

never cleveloP so]idlg as a person in the inside.

The result was my fateful decision to enroll in a course called Southeast Asians in the (J.S. (AsAmSt
2251) when 1 let my curiosity about Cambodia and the Cambodian diasPora gradua”y reawaken, and
where, Fina”g, | was gaininga few new answers. | could easilg see how the subject matter directly related to
my Family, and in addition, 1 learned about the Laotian and Vietnamese communities in this country. Just
this one course was enougl’r to &ecisi\/elg triggera considerable interest in Asian American Studies that
lasted almost continua“y until the end of my undergrac{uate career. To be Fair, I shouldn’t say 100% of
Asian American Studies was interesting. Yet, on the whole, it was an enjogablg en]igl'itening and thoug’nt~

Provoldng experienceJ and | regret not taking my first Asian American Studies course earlier.

As someone who tries to prevent mgsehC from worrying, I've never had much interest in making an effort to
think about my future. If Asian American Studies rea”g does have a real-world aPP]ica’cion, | can’t at all
say what that is. Butits purpose served to he]P me become aware of some things I had wanted to know
since childhood that others never Providecl. it someclay lgoto Cambodia and stay for awhile, Pm sure rll
be in for a massive selmc~cliscover9, for better or worse. I am eager to examine my roots in the real world
and gainan understancling of what Cambodians are like and whg. i and when this ever haPPens, I know 'l
have to get used to three necessary asPects: the highwoltage culture Sl’]OCl(, hand-to-mouth standard of

living, and oPPressive hea’c,jus’c for starters...



Jenny Chiang

'ma second generation Asian American with Familg roots in Taiwan. Though I was born in Boston, | was
raised in New Hampsl'xire and was alwags the onlg Asian kid in my class. Coming back to Boston for
co”ege was a culture shock for me. being the gounges’c in the Family, 've alwags strugg]ed tofind a way to
emerge from my brother’s shadows and connect with my immigrant parents. I grew up Privileged in the
suburbs and never exPerience& the strugg]es my Parents enclured, but alwags saw my outlook on society
as different from and indifferent to others.

UMass Boston was never my first choice, but now I see that it was one of the best decisions of my life. As
a Bio]ogg major, | never tl’lought Asian American Studies would find a way into my coursework. 1took one
course out of curiosity andjust to fulfill a general requirement. I couldn’t believe how much Personal
impact a sing]e course could have and how different learning could be. The more courses I took, the more
I started to learn about my Fami]g and mgse]?. Dynamics in my life cl’range& as | discovered new Passions

and frustrations that helpec{ build a fresh Pathwag for me.

My future plans are still haz , but my activism in the Asian American community will always be clear. The
Y P Y Y Y Y
rogram has taught me that while the community has continually developed over the ears, there’s still
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much imProvement to be made. I've been able to grow in ways no other classes could have offered, and



now it’s my turn to share my knowledge with others. I know I will continue my education in gracluate school
as | try to Figure out this thing called life. While my intention for the future had Previously been to become
some kind of doctor, the Asian American Studies Program has helpe& me see that there are mu]tip[e ways
to heal the world.

Ragmond Chiu

I am the first Chinese American in my Fami]y to be born inthe U.S. 1 stumbled upon Asian American
Studies in my first semester at UMB. | wanted to fill up a spot on my schedule, so as I was checking online,
I noticed a course called Asian American Cultures and Health Practices (AsAmSt 345), and | asked
myse]{:, “wlﬁg not?” Iwas a]readg interested in the nursing and health fields, and thoug}wt this will getmean
easy A and boost up my GPA! We”, it turned out that this course rea”g oPenecl my eyes. I had never
taken a class like this ever. The ’coPics and discussion were mind~b|owing because I felt like 1 could relate
toall of it. 1am usua“g avery shg student and not outspoken in class, but for the first time, | had so many

tl’ioughts going through my head that | wanted to sPeak out and share my stories. Growing up when I was



younger, | was alwags confused about my identitg, culture and Familg I’listory. Even tl’loug}v curiosity was
alwags lingering around my mind, | never had the incentive to ac’cua”g sit down and have a talk with my
Parents. I had always assumed that theg wouldn’t like to talk about their Personal things, but as I was
taking an Asian American Studies class, the Pro{:essor actua”g forced me to do so. For some Prcjects we
had to interview our parents to learn more about our Familg historg or what our name rea”g means in our
language. lam rea”g glad I did that because it l'xelpeci me get closer to my Parents and Fina”g know the
true meaning of my Chinese name! All the Progessors in Asian American Studies are great mentors who
engage students to express themselves and connect them more with the communi’cg. From the networking
I have done tl'lrough Asian American Studies over the years, | have Fina”g found ajobjust in time before
my graduation this semester. Currentlg, lam Providing Physical tl'lerapy for People with disabilities and
elders at the South Shore YMCA in Quincy. With the know]eclge and resources that I have from Asian
American Studies, | want to expand my program and work more with Asian Americans who have disabilities
such as sPinal cord injuries, traumatic brain irjuries, strokes, vision imPairments, amputees, etc. This will
be an on-going Prcject that | want to create and benefit the Asian American community in the South
Shore area and magbe ’chrougl'lout metro Boston. | Plan to attend graduate school in the future to
become a nurse or Physician assistant. As | further my eclucation, | hope I can learn better ways to solve

health disPari’cies for the Asian American communities.

Margannc E.M. Chow

I was born and raised in Boston. Boston is, and alwags will be, my home. Growing up in a Burmese-
Chinese Familg, I was fortunate to learn and ac{aPt to two different ethnic cultures and ]anguages at home.
When I was younger, | was quite comfortable with who 1 was and what 1 was given. We lived on the edge of
C]ﬁinatown, so | faced less discrimination because we shared similar backgrounds with others in our
neigl'lborhood community. Chinatown was a safe environment to live in, even thoug]ﬁ it was very busy and
full of People comingin and out. Iwentto a Pub[ic elementarg school that was quite diverse. 1 had friends
of ditferent nationalities and backgrouncls, s0 | never rea”y understood the meaning of racism,
discrimination, and hate until 1 hit middle school. That school was Predominantlg Black, White, and Latino,
with very few Asians. | felt a major shift in race I']ierarchg there and realized 1 was different. This forced
me to ques’cion and doubt mgsellc about who | was and where | belonge& — issues that | continued to
s’cruggle with for a long time. However, | started volunteering in the community andjoining school clubs
that helped me explore mgse”: and what Pa’ch I would like to lead. Being raised bg immigrant parents, | was
cliscouraged todo anytl'ling else but stu&g hard and do excee&ing]g wellin school. Communication at
home wasn’t very good. It was either listen to them or don’t even bother talking to them. This was quite
Frustrating because | felt that my Fee]ings and oPinions were not impor‘tant orvaluable. 1t wasn’t until
coming to UMass Boston when | stePPed into my first Asian American Studies class that | realized how to
understand my Paren’cs’ backgrounds and histories that trace back to their soil roots from their own

homelan&s. | l’lCCClCCI to see tl"IIS larger PiCtUrC around my Personal PUZZ'C.



In my soPl'xomore year, | stumbled upon the Asian American Studies Program bg taking my first course,

Asians in the United States (AsAmSt 2231) ,jus’c forfunandfora recluirement. Jwasn’t exPec’cing
angthing other than gettingin and getting out,Just like any other course. | remember on the first &ag of
class, Peter was very in’cimidating. with a firm voice, he Point~blanl< said if any of the students are not
serious about this class, theg sl'xou]cljust droP it. He was honest with his tougl'x curriculum and teaching
method with us and said if we’re not going to be committed in doing the work then we should not waste
time ancljust leave. With tl'lat, a few students left, a]ong with a few more afterwards. I was with my best
friend and both of us had our eyes bu]ged out, “Is he serious?” We weren’t sure if we sl'xoulcljust leave
because we both wanted to take an casy class for the semester. However, for some reason, we didnt. We
ended up staying and this was the best decision we made at UMB. Ever since tl’xen, Pve become cleeplg
invested in the program and have taking many more Asian American Studies courses. In every course, I've
learned so many amazing real life stories and experiences of Asians/Asian Americans in the United States
that have touched my heart deeplg. I could relate to these exPeriences in so many Personal ways. From
learning about the Japanese Internment and Chinese Exclusion Act to Southeast Asian rexcugee
migrations and more, | became so much better educated and knowledgeable. Because of the program, |

was given many great oPPortunities to interview People about their experiences in se’ctling in the United



States, as well as visiting community organizations, meeting community organizers and members,
Participating in events and conferences, interning at an Asian American non~ProFit organization, and
becominggreat friends with fellow awesome classmates. And now I also understand whg Peter was so
strict on the first ciag of class because it’s sometiving that shouldn’t be taken lightig. Thisis part of our
historg and why our society became the way it is tociay. Itis imPortan’c for our generation and our future
generations to understand these roots and think of ways to do bigger and better things for us, our

families, and our communities.

Learninga lot about the l']istorg and the current realities of the Asian/Asian American communi’cy has also
made me learn more about mgseli:. I have aiwags had a passion for workingwith Peoplc and helping
others. However, | have also struggiec{ to c]ariicy what I want to do in life. Because of my involvement in
the program, it Pusl'les me begonci my comfort zone. 1 have been able to improve on my leac{ership skills,
critical tl'iinking skills, and organizational skills. 1 am able to educate others about what 1 have learned and
also set an exampie. Thus, my life’s vision is less Foggg now. At the very least, I know my goa]s and, as
long as I don’t give up, I will go far! Althougi'i itis very sad that my undergracluate years are over and |
have to leave the school and the program, I know that my involvement is serious and the meaningicui
connections that | have developed with each and every one of the Promcessors, s’cuclents, and staff will be
|ong~iasting. What | have been so fortunate to learn tl'irough Asian American Studies is never going to be
Forgot’cen, and better yet, it will be Passecl on and utilized wherever | £0.

Dao M. Duong

| am a Vietnamese-American born and raised in the City of Boston. After many, many years as an

undergra&, lam Fina”g graduatingwiti'i a Bachelors’ clegree in Sociologtj.

When | transferred over to UMB, | was takinggenerai classes that didn’t sa’cisncy me. Itwasn’t until I took
one of Shir]eg Tang's classes (outside of AsAmSt) that she introduced me to better options. I signed up
for them during the Fo”owinggears andlamso i’iappg that 1 did. 1 was able to make many new friends and
meet exciting People who made me feel like | beiongeci in a community. Plus, I was able to explore more of
my Asian-ness which 1 felt was iacking. These classes also i’leiped me explore my Famiiy’s story. While
Asian American Studies courses are fun, ti'ieg were also very educational. Being born in America often
made it difficult for me to communicate with my parents about theirjourneg and cha”enges here. Taking

these Asian American Studies courses gave me the boost I needed to talk to my Parents and learn.

My future Pians are Pre’c’cg vague at the moment. I'm not sure what I will be doing but, as of right now, |
hope to further my education in graduate school with a focus on Information Teci’moiogg. Angthing else

that comes aiong will oniy be based on imPuisi\/e decisions!






Vincent Vi HuS/nh

Alt]wougl'l I am considered Vietnamese, | was bornina regugee camp in Thailand. My birth certificate is in
Thai... and | can’t read it. My parents cach fled from Vietnam and met each other in that camp. Shor’c]y
after | was born, my Father, the seven~gear~POW army doctor who escaped bg boa’c, and my motl'ler, the
vendor who fled }:)9 land througl'i Cambodia, relocated with me to another rexcugee camp in the Philippines
inorder to gain entry into the U.S. The earliest memories | have are those of Massachusetts: of East
Boston Projects and Fields Corner, Dorchester. I've mostlg grown up and hung out with non-Asians. As

aresult, | have never rea”g exP]orecl my I’leritage or identitg... until I took an Asian American Studies class.

At UMass Boston, | chose to be a Phi]osophy major because I have always wrestled with ideas such as
who amlin society, what do I want to do, and what is the meaning ofitall. Incase you are wondering, yes,
I do know what the meaning of lifeis. Ask me about it sometime, if you wisl'l, and Please share your ideas,
too! Meanwhile, though | erjoge& Philosopl’xg, it was missing something crucial to my unclerstan&ing of
who I'was. Asian American Studies gave that to me. Asian American Studies illuminated my experiences in
the grancl scale of human interactivity. It showed me why I was l’]ere, how I have been tauglﬁt to see mgselmc,
and how socie’cy has been ’caugh’c to see me. From that Founclatiom I chose to comple’ce the six-course
program of s’cudg in Asian American Studies during my senior year. Now | have a better unclerstanding of
not onlg mgsehc, but of society as a whole because I can see how evergtl'zing is intertwined. In that system,
Asian American Studies has not onlg encouraged me but also emPowerec{ me to c]wange the system for the
sake of socialjus’cice. This has been the most imPortant part of Asian American Studies for me Persona”g
because it gave me insight and purpose, toge’clﬁer with a self-confidence in my identitg without which |
s’cruggle& cluring my adolescence.

Alt]wougl'l I have a much clearer idea of what I want to do now, my Patl'] still seems blurry. The only thingl
know is that | want to better our society in any way | can, whether it be Paicl orvolunteer, through ra”ging
and organizing for legal equitg, teacl'ling our children so theg stand a chance, de]cencling immigrants from
unfair immigration laws, or building houses so Vietnamese Americans can have a contractor with whom
tl’ieﬁ can sPeak in their own [anguage. Whatever my future may be, Asian American Studies will help me
succeed because it has given me insight to understand that everyone whom | come across is a Product of
their l'zistorg. For many Asian American immigrants, their history will be a sad one. Asian American
Studies has emPhasizecl the imPor’cance of aPPreciating individual experiences, stories, and contexts. |
will choose to treat everyone | come across with resPect because I have learned so often about the many

exPeriences that one face may have witnessed and the many meanings that one life may have lived.






Stanlcy La

lama second~generation Chinese/Vietnamese Asian American, born and raised in Drockton, MA..
lclentitg has a]ways been a constant battle between me and 1. Aimlesslg, I searched for what my identitg
and purpose inlifeis. Gra&uating with an associate degree in 2009 did not Provide me with an answer.

Going to UMass Boston was a chance | took; being able to learn about Asian American Studies was a ghct.

SPring 2010 was when | first took an Asian American Studies course (AsAmSt 225 Southeast Asian in the
U.s). Iwas insPirecl on the very first clag of class when I saw the images Prcjectecl across the screen. |
did not know how the course would imPac’c me at the time, but I knew for certain that it sParked something
inside of me. With each additional AsAmSt class 1 enrolled in, I discovered another Piece tomy Puzz[e.
The courses Provided me with a Plahcorm to visualize and think critica”g toclay about l’listorg and how |
Perceive iclentitg.

I believe we can Plan for the future, but Plans are not linear. Itis the unPIanned events that utilize the
essence of the teacl’iing we learn througl'z AsAmSt. How we deal with it, how we learn from it, how we
teach it are strengths rooted in ourselves. For me, | see my future out there — somewhere not too far

from these roots.






Zhi Liang (#&4)

I was born in Guangzhou, China and raised ]:)g a single~Parent Familg. My father left, or more sPeciFica”g
swam, to Hong Kong before 1 was born. Both my parents had a strong desire to leave China but for
different reasons. My mother was the third of six sib]ings and she did not get along with her mother. She
was in&epen&ent, strong~minde&, and wanted to exPlore the world. MH father left for Political reasons.

My great~grancldac{ left his hometown of Maoming, Guangdong at the age of 23 to join Sun Yat-sen’s
revolution under the Three Pr/ncz}o/cs of the Peolo/c — nationalism, democracg, and welfare of the Peop[e.
In1924, a Period when the New Repub]ic was dominated 139 warlords, he enrolled in the Iegendarg
Whampoa Military Acaclemg founded 139 Sun to train revolutionarg cadets with a modern concept of
honor and loyaltg to a unified China. Many future leaders for both the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) and the Republic of China (ROC) came from WhamPoa Military Academy. This list included
Academy Commandant and Principal Chiang Kai~sl’xel<; Zhou Enlai, a Long March veteran and later PRC
Premier; Lin Biao, who later served as the PRC Minister of Defense; and even Ho Chi Minh, who later
became President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. The Whampoa cadets became the backbone of
the nation’s resistance against imPeria]ism during the War of Resistance (1931-1945) and of the 300

divisions in China’s armed forces, half were commanded bg its gracluates.

Due to the Chinese Civil War and subsequent retreat 139 the Kuomintang to Taiwan, my granchca’cher, a
co”ege student studging biologlj, staged behind in China. As his Familg was connected with the
Kuomintang, he was arrested and sent to labor camp. My Parents grewup c{uring the uPl'leavals of
Cultural Revolution and as a result of their exPeriences, were determined to leave China. My father, like
many of his generation, swam from Guangclongto Hong Kong, | did not meet him until 1 came to the
United States. We lived in the South End with other Chinese immigrants in a tenement apartment mainlg
shared bg single bachelors. During this time, gentrhcication was happening and the building we lived in was
sold and the tenants were evicted. From there) we moved to QuincHJ and later, to the Charlestown

Bunker Hill housing Prcjects. These earlg experiences helpe& to shape my view of the world.

I enrolled at UMass Boston with the intention of comPletinga dual major in Asian American Studies and
Africana Studies. I had aninterest in Ieaming about People, history, culture, and Po[itics. Asian American
Studies at the time was groundbreaking because the su}:)ject matter of studging the migration and
exPeriences of Asian Americans was not widelg offered in other mainstream institutions. 1 had hoped that

one clay I could further advance the field of Asian American Studies in other Places after graduating.

When Whampoa Mili’carg Acaclemg was founded, Po’cen’cia] cadets traveled from remote Provinces tojoin
the revolution with no assurance that theg would be successful or even be able ever to go back home.
Mang came from limited means and poor backgrouncls. M9 great~gran&cla& Passed down a storg to the
Familg about a young boy who also came from his hometown of Maoming but failed the academg entrance

exam. The bog stage& outside all nigh’c and refused to go home, crying that he wanted tojoin the






revolution. Academg Principal Chiang Kai-shek haPPened to walk 139 and, moved 139 the bog’s
dedication, accepte& him as a cadet. This bog, Liang Huasheng, whom I met in Taipei many years later,
Participatecl in many major battles in China during the first half of the ZOth~centur9. The Whampoa story
is about ordinarg People who achieved extraordinarg accomplis]’vments because of their aspirations fora
greater goocl and a better world. Tl'leg lent their talents and skills to help othersJ and were guide& }:)9
Principles of sincerity, clexteri’cg, and Fraternity. | l’loPe that 1, too, can utilize what I have learned at

UMass Boston and live up tomy Familg’s Wl’lampoa legacg in helping to make the world a better Place.

For the past several years, | have worked in Boston’s Chinatown as a community Planner, while completing
my un&ergracluate degree inCPCSona Par‘t~time basis. Most of the Projects I have worked on have had
visions to imProve the qua]itg of life for the community and its residents. One emerging Prcject is to
clevelop a Chinatown cultural center that will advance the status of Asian Americans in New Englan&
t]’xrough education and cultural exclﬁanges. Given that Chinatown serves as a cultural hub for many Asian
Americans in New Englan& and is also a destination for tourists, visitors, and shoPPers, a cultural center
can serve as a reposi’corg of information and resources to share local stories of Asian Americans and their
contributions to this nation. 1 also I’IOPC to imProve the Rose Kenneclg Greenway Chinatown Park and
Participate in community health Planning Projects as well as other deve[opment Projects. I will aPPlH for
graduate programs inurban Planning in the coming year. In the future, I intend to write a book on my
exPeriences in Chinatown and my reflections on the community’s urban Planning and development l’listorg

cluring the City of Boston’s Menino years.

For UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program, | would like to enhance our alumni network.
During the Past twent9~somethinggears, many students have gone througlﬂ the program. A more active
alumni network can help to reconnect Past students to share resources on how to improve our own

communities, while also Provicling support for current and future AsAmSt students.

Thomas Ngugcn

I was born in Boston and raised in Dorchester, MA. I am a Sociologlj maJ'or and have comple’cecl the
Program~o1c~stu<39 in Asian American Studies. 1 also have an Associate’s clegree in Automotive

Tec!’mologlj from Benjamin Franklin Institute of Technologg. Iove old Hondas. 've owned nine so far...

| came to UMass Boston with the Plan of becominga Business Accounting major and eventua”g
transmcerring to UMass Amherst. In my first semester at UMass Boston, | took a class called “Introduction
to Asian American Writing” (AsAmSt 221L) with Professor Esther Iwanaga. She offered the class a lot of
extra-credit oPPor’cuni’cies off campus. Let’sjust say | needed them. Through these extra-credit
oPPortunities, I was exPosecl to many Asian American issues on campus and in the communities. One
sPeciFic event was the showing ofa c{ocumen’carg film called <A Vi”age Called Versailles.” The
clocumen’carg focused on the social injustices that the Vietnamese community in New Orleans faced after
Hurricane Katrina. While at the event, | ran into an old friend whom 1 knew from years before. we spoke
briemqg about the Asian American Studies class that he was involved with and how UMass Boston AsAmSt






students had P]agec{ arole in New Orleans during’che icilming of the documentarg. | exPressecl interest in
taking the same class, so he mentioned that the workload can be i’ieavg at times, but the reward is worth it.
I then enrolled in a class called “Asians in the US” (AsAmSt 223L) the next semester, and my friend was
CIC]Ci!’litClH not wrong about the workload. He was also rigl'lt about the rewards.

Through a Project in class, | sPol(e with my half-sister whom I had not talked to c{eeplg, ever. |learned
about her l’iis’corg in Vietnam and the Pain that she felt post-war because she was biracial. This interview
Project Prope”ed my interest in taking many more Asian American Studies courses; | have taken at least

one AsAmSt course every semester tl'lrougi'iout my fou r-year career here at UMass Boston.

I have learned so many ’ci’iings at UMass Boston that | feel that | have cl'ianged tremenclously since my first
semester here. With the historg and skills that I have learned over the years, | feel that my relationsl'iips
with Famiig and others have grown cleeplg. The connections and resources that I have gained ’ci’irouglﬂ the
Asian American Studies Program will alwags be useful to me. 1 have alwags wanted to start a gouth group
in the community so that is one of many Possibi]i’cies for me to continue being activelg engaged. I know
that the students, staff, i:acu]ty, and alumni whom 1 have met in Asian American Studies are alwags wi”ing
to helP or give me feedback or aclvice, and | hope I can do the same for them and for others. Some’ching
that | will take with me forever is that everyone has a story. T]’irough talking with Peopie, you learn alot

about them and also 9ourselic. #realtalk #asamst

“To liveis learn, and to learn is to live. Live. Learn.”

Chris Quigleg

I don't consider mgselic to have a backgroun& worth sPeaking of. Iwas Probablg twentg years old before |
Figurecl out the type of person I was, and before | decided what type of person I wished to become. 1 still

haven't become that person, but I'm working, every &ag, to do so.

I decided to include a focus on Asian American Studies while attending UMass Boston because the area is
c]ose]g related to my ma-jor (East Asian Studies). I feel that much of the material covered, and much of
the know]edge gaine&, serves to comPIiment what was covered in the other classes that I did coursework
for at UMass Boston. | Place a tremendous imPortance on e&ucation, and I feel that learning for the sake
of ]earning isa Pericec’cly acceptable reason to take classes. Ithink the Asian American Studies Program
at UMass Boston has excellent i:acuitg who did a remarkabie_job of serving as not on]y instructors of their
respective classes, but as guides and mentors who have demonstrated time and time again that tl'iey care
about their university and the students who attend. A number of months have Passecl since lgraduateci in
December, and I have had amP]e time to consider how my life was affected bg the time | sPent in co”ege. |

would describe the exPerience as being i’iigl’ily Positive.



I will be enro”ing ina gracluatc school as soon as certain ]ogistics can be worked out. Given the enormous
emphasis | P]ace on my own education, | do not consider being out of school as an oPtion at this moment.
I will very [ikelg be relocating, transnationa”g, later in the year. It would seem to me that what I will

exPerience is likelg to be similar, in ways, to the cultural transition of Asian American immigrants. Perhaps

in other ways, it will Iilcelg be an exact inverse of the transition. Time shall tell.




SacliP Tamang
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I was born and raised in NePal, and immigrated to the U.S. with my sister in 2002. | went to Cambridge
Rindge and Latin Higl’l School for four years, and had a very hard time acUusting to American culture. In
my first two years of hig]ﬁ school, 1 strugg]ed alot with making new friends. Therefore, Ialso had a very
hard time staying focused in school. However, at the end of tenth grade, one of my I'vigh school
classmates referred me to an after school/summer program that l'ielped low-income students with school
work and Prepared them to goto co”ege. That program rea”y helped me organize my life and instilled a
very important thing inme. During my l’]igh school years, | never Fu”u understood what it was, but now,
after Fina”g Finishing co”ege, I realize that tl'leg gave me hoPe. Having hoPe is very imPortant inmy life.

I didn't rea”g know angthing about the Asian American Studies Program when I came to UMass Boston
because 1 didn't know such classes existed at all in any university. The first time I discovered Asian
American Studies was when I was regjstering for my SPring 2009 courses and my advisor Susan Graham
suggested that | take a class called Asian American Media Literacy (AsAmSt 370). At the beginning, | was
nervous but excited at the same time because I hadn't taken any such courses before and didn't know
what to expec’c from the class. But after the semester }:)egan, I became very interested. That course not
on]g helped me learn about the historg of the media’s role related to Asian Americans, but it also showed
me a lot about mgselmc and the Asian community in the U.S. Making my digital story was cha”enging, but
the process reconnected me emo’ciona”u with my memories of Nepal and how much | missed my Familg
there. From that first course, | continued with the AsAmSt Program, and my involvement deFinitelu nelped

me widen my view in better understanding musehc and the societu around me.

In the future I am P]anning to work with immigrant uouth inthe U.S. As an Asian immigrant, | have
s’cruggled alot and still find mysehc struggling in adaPting to the U.S. culture till todau. Therefore, 1 would
like to teach other Asian immigrant you’ch how to adaPt to the U.S culture without going ’c!ﬁrouglﬁ all the
unnecessary difficulties like me. One of the great ways that I've found throughout my years in co”ege is
to educate oneself l:)u ]earning the historg of the People and }:)9 becoming very conscious of the
surrounding community. So, the Asian American Studies Program-omc~study courses have taugl'xt me alot
thatis very imPortant in life. Taking Asians in the (JS (AsAmSt 223L), Asian Women in the (S (AsAmSt
2281), Asian American Media Literacy, and other AsAmSt courses has ’caught me critical l’listorg about
Asian immigrant lives in the U.S. and how tl'leg faced discrimination diF}Cerentlg comPared to European
immigrant groups in the U.S. due to racism as well as the cultures and heritages that tl']eg carried from
their homelands. Also, learning about the stereotypes of Asian men and women and how tl'leu were
emascu]ated, and also l'iuper~sexua|ized at the same time througl'x the U.S. media was very imPortant to
me. Sharing this know]edge with the uPcominggeneration of 9outh is sO imPortant because knowledge is
l(eu to breaking the cuc]e of discrimination and negative stereotypes against the People.

Hope is still very importan’c to share in my life, alongwith knowledge.



Graduate Student Teaching/Research Assistants
and AsAmSt Instructors

Sara Boxell, M.A., American Studies




I identhcg mysehc as a queer Asian American acloptee. I was born in Pusan, Korea and raised in Andover,
Massachusetts. lgraduated in 2010 from Oberlin Co“ege with my BAin ComPara’cive American Studies
with a focus in Asian American Studies. |am completing my MA in American Studies this sPring. My final
Project focuses on the signi{:icance of Korean food and narratives of race, culture, and identitg in Korean

adoPtec~autl'10rec| memoir.

lowe a huge thank you to Professor Shirleg Tang for introducing me to Asian American Studies at UMass
Boston. When | first arrived on campus, | knew that | wanted to get involved with the program, but was not
quite sure how or where 1 would fit in as a graduate student coming from American Studies. Then I met
Professor Tangone dag in the American Studies clepartment. She s’coPPed me and invited me down to
the AsAmSt Program office where 1 was introduced to our wonderful and vibrant Asian American Studies
community. | didn’t know it that dag, but this community would quicklg become my home at UMass

Boston.

The Asian American Studies xcacu]ty, staff, and students have made my time at UMass Boston an
incredible experience. When | first came to this school, my en&~goal was simplg to obtain a graduate
clcgree in American Studies. However, as | finish up my master’s program, I will have gainecl not onlg a
clegree, but so much more thanks to the Asian American Studies community. | am so Proucl of what
UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program accomplishes every single dag, and I feel so fortunate

to have been given the oPPor‘tunity to be a Part of it.

I hope to continue my future career involved with higher education in some form. I am not sure whether
that involvement will be in academia or in student support, but either way | know that I want to continue the
work that | began here in Asian American Studies, working to help support the Asian American community
and its students.

Son Ca Lam, M.A,, APPIiccl Linguistics

My Familg came to the U.S. in 1987 as reFugees. I am 1.9 generation Vietnamese American, born in the
Philippines reFugee camp. This is the second time 1 am writing a graclua’cion bio for Asian American
Studies. When I wrote this bio the first time in 2009, 1 was graduatingwith aB.A., double majoring in
Compara’cive Ethnic Studies (with a focus in Asian American Studies), and Environmental, Earth, and
Oceanic Sciences. | am once again at a transition Point in mgjourney, now completing my M.A.in APPIiec{
Linguistics. What'’s different the second time around? Magbe now, | am more trusting of the Pa’ch that |

amon, as well as the People initto guide me.



This sPring semester, | was the TA for Professor Shirley Tang's AsAmSt 570: Asian American Media

Literacy. Witnessing the Personal transformation that students underwent in this course helped me

understand 370 not onlg as a process, but also as a Practice that binds us. Our stories are no longer onlg
our own; theg be[ong to the collective communitg who must now holcl, Pro’cec’c, and act upon them. Iwill be
teacl‘n’ng my first Asian American Studies course, AsAmSt 2231 Asians in the u.s, this summer, and I’IOPC

to live up to the teachings of my mentors in the Asian American Studies Program.

Before my involvement in the Asian American Studies Program, | never understood the signhcicance of
Place. As a claughter of rexcugees, “roots” used to denote culture, Iﬂeri’cage, and a homeland of the Pas’c. J
remember the moment when Professor Peter Kiang asked us to consider whether voice, rigl'l’cs, or space
was most imPortan’c for Asian American communities to claim. This question blew my mind. 1had never
even tl'xougl’lt about space before. Howis space and Place relevant to the diasPora of disP]aced Peoples
and re?ugees, as we continue to re/builcl our communities? How can roots be rePIanted in new grouncls?
These are questions that | have been graPP]ing with since I was an undergra&uate student. I will further
explore them when | begin my PhD program in Geograpl’ly at Clark University this fall. | I’IOPC to return to
UMass Boston, and continue to be a part of the ]egacg and future of the Asian American Studies
Program. There are many People and Places that have sl'xape& me, but UMB’s Asian American Studies

Program will alwags be my “home.”



Laura Wai Ng, M. A, Historical Archacologg

lwas born in Los Angeles and raised in the working~class Latino and Asian American community of
Chinatown/Lincoln Heig!’lts. My parents immigrated from Taishan, Guangdong Province, Chinain the
early 1980s and | iclen’chcy as a second generation Cl’!inese/Asian American. |am a first generation co”ege

gradua’ce and have attended Public schools all my life. Igraduated from Lincoln High Schoolin 2004 and



did my undergraduate work at the University of California San Diego (UCSD) where I received my B.A.in
Anthropoiogg (concentration in Arci'iaeoiogu) and minor in Ethnic Studies. At UMass Boston, | will

receive my M.A. in Historical Arci'iaeologu.

Historical arciiaeologu is the study of how Peopie lived in the recent past tiirougii an anaiusis of the
material ti'iings that Peopie left i:)ei'iind; my research is sPeciiCicaily focused on the Asian American past. |
have aiwaus been interested in arciiaeo]ogu and in knowing more about my ancestors in America but an
academic Pati’] invoiving Asian American historical arciiaeoiogu did not become clear to me until 1 took my
first ethnic studies courses at UCSD. In those classes, Ilearned about the iiistoru of communities of
color tiirougii the context of power relations and different systems of oPPression. It was then that |
realized how marginalized Asian American iiistorg is and the imPor’cant role that arciiaeologu can Piag in
reclaimirig that iiistory tiirougi'i the interPretatiori of the material record and ti'irougi'i the arciiaeoiogicai

sites themselves which attest to an Asian American presence where there is often no visible trace.

Because of my interest in Asian American Studies, | was very fortunate to be offered a teaci'iing and
research assistantsiiip with the Asian American Studies Program. The best part of TAing for Asians in
the U.S. (AsAmSt 2231), Boston’s Asian American Communities (AsAmSt 423L), and WWII JaPanese
American Internment (AsAmSt 265L) were the interactions | had with students and the oPPortunitu to
observe excePtiona] teachers such as Loan Dao, Peter Kiang, and Paul Watanabe. As aresearch
assistant for the Program, I was involved in creatinga searchable gravestone database for Boston’s
historic Mount Hope Cemetery Chinese Burial Grounds and Producinga short video on local Asian
American immigrant rigi'its activists. | was also a research assistant for the Institute for Asian American
Studies on a Prcﬂect titled, “From Confinement to Co”ege: Video Oral Histories of JaPanese American
Students in World War 1.7 In addition to my teaci'iing and research assistantsiiips, | was Vice President and
Treasurer of PAASSAGE (Paciicic/Asian American Students & Studies Association in Graduate
Education). Because of the OPPor’cuni’cies Provided i)u the Asian American Studies Program and the
Institute for Asian American Studies, lgairied tremendous financial, intellectual, and emotional support

during my graduate education, for which 1 will aiwaus be grateicul.

This summer I will be doirig archaeoiogu ata WWIl Japanese American incarceration camp called Manzanar
(the site of my master’s thesis research and the first UMB Asian American Studies Program field triP ]
took) and in the winter, 1 will be aPPIging to PhD programs in Antiiropoiogu to continue doing research on
the archaeoiogu of Asian immigrants in the U.S. Gaining a doctorate will put me ina Position to contribute
to a field that lacks Asian American rePresentation in both scholars and SCi"IOIaFSi"IiP. with my PhD, 1 Plan
to teach courses in anti'iropoiogu and Asian American Studies—courses that in my own life have i’ieiPed
me develoP my critical thinking skills and comPe”ed me to take part in actions that make the world more
just. | am fortunate that I can relg on the UMass Boston Asian American Studies community for support

in a” mu FUtUrC CﬂClCaVOFS.



John Tawa, Ph.D., Clinical Psgcl')ologg

This summer I will teach my final course here at UMass Boston before moving on to a full time Facultg_jo]:)
at Salve Regina University in Rhode 1sland. This will be a bigtransi’cion for me. 1first came to UMass
Boston as an unclergra&ua’ce when I was 22 years old. Atthat time I was getting reaclg to become a young
father for the first time. My oldest claughter is now turning 12! My children have quite Iitera”g grown up
here at UMass Boston, and when I think about the person I was when | first came here at 22 — so have 1.
Like so many students here, | came into co“ege with all kinds of Persona] cna”enges, many of which
stemmed from my own strugg]e with understanding who I was as a multiracial JaPanese/EuroPean

American.

In mujunior year of co”ege, I took Asian American Psycno/ogg (AsAmSt 238L). This course would have a
ProFouncl imPac’c onmy life in three major ways. First, it was here that I learned the language that Iﬁelpec{
me make sense of my iclentity and enabled me to realize that my struggles were not a result of Personal
deficit, but rather the consequences ofa rigid, racialized, social structure. Second, | met Karen
Suuemoto, who would goonto become my unclergraduate senior thesis advisor, and then my gracluate
mentor for the next ten years. Thircl, it was ’chrouglﬁ this course and with Karen’s modeling that I realized

what | wanted to be when | ‘grew uP” — ateacher and a researcher in ethnic minoritu Psyc]’zo]ogg.

I would have never dreamed that within five years time, | would be teacl'ling this very same course — Asian
American Psgcnologu — riglﬁt here at UMass Boston. | have since ’caugh’c this course about half a dozen
times. Inthese c]asses, I have met so many wonderful students, near]u all of whom have shared with me
their own Persona] cha”enges and asPira’cions in their essays, for which 1 feel so Privi]eged to read and
reflect on. Ican onlg hope that I've reached some of my own students in the same way Karen has for me,
even ifitis on[u to share the beginnings of anidea orto urge a small change in their thinking that tneg will
then carry with them into their own futures. |1 bring all of these exPeriences — my own and those of my
students — with me to Salve Regina and beuoncl. Please l<now, that wherever | am, | will alwags be

rePresenting UMass Boston and the Asian American Studies Program with strengtlﬁ and Pride.
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UMB’s 2015 Beacon Awards for Undergraduate and
Graduate Student Leadcrship to Helen Ngo and Sara Boxell




Students in Chinese Community Service (SCCS) 2012-201%

with a third year of commitment bﬂ Mr. Stan[eg Chen and Farnilg, selected UMB AsAmSt

students co”ectivelg contributed over 1000 hours of communi’cg service as interns in

community sites, inclu&ing the Asian American Civic Association (AACA), Boston Chinatown
Neighborhoocl Center (BCNC), 8centric, and Quincy Asian Resources, Inc. Current and
former SCCS Par’cicipants graduating in 2012-201% include Jenny Chiang, Ragrnond Chiu,
Marganne Chow) Stanleg La, ng Liang, and Thomas Nguyen. We express sPecial
aPPreciation both to the 5CCS alumni Familg and to many UMB AsAmSt alumni who Provicle
critical s’caging and facilitation roles at our partner community sites. Thank you to all who
have Participated in this continuing investment in Asian American Studies student/community

engagement at UMass Boston.

Thank you to our graa’uatcs for their reflections, voices, and visions.



AsAmSt Award-Winning Faculty in 2012-2013

UMB 2013 Chancellor’s Award for Distinguishcd Service Rccipicnt: Paul Watanabe
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The Asian American Studies Program also recognizes with aPPreciation:

. Jenng Cniang who received the Institute for Asian American Studies 2013 Anthong
Chan Award, and both Mary Ouk and Hung Nguyen whose digita! stories Produced in
Professor Shir!eg Tang’s Asian American Media Literacg course (AsAmSt 370) were
selected as finalists for the WGBH “Short Waves: Stories Shaping Our Community”
film comPetition of the 2013 Boston Asian American Film Festival. This marks the third
consecutive year that two of the four selected finalists are AsAmSt 370 students.

o former AsAmSt-affiliated instructor and advisor, Shiho Shinke, who left the university
in Fall 2012 to pursue fresh interests in education and AsAmst-affiliated Professor
Eunsook Hyun who, in SPring 2013, was aPPointed as Dean of the Charter Co”ege of
Education at California State University Los Angeles. We also welcome incoming
AsAmSt-affiliated Assistant Professor of Sociologij, Leslie Wang, whose research

focuses on Chinese transnational adoPtee exPeriences.

*  AsAmSt tacultg Loan Dao and Shirleg Tang who each received competitive internal
grant awards from the Provost’s Undergraduate Research Scholars Program, the
Civic Engagement Scholars Initiative (CEs), and the Asian American Student
Success Program’s Researcning Asian American Students in Higner Education
Initiative. Their dual efforts enabled new research support for undergraduate
students, Julie Tran, Linda Tran, Henry Ho, and Kim Soun Ty.

o Chairof Accounting & Finance, Arindam Bandopadhgaga, reciPient of the 201%
Chancellor’'s Award for Distinguished Teacning; Dean of Graduate Studies and
lnterco”egial Programs, Zong-Guo Xia, finalist for the 201% Chang~Lin Tien Education
Leaderslﬁip Award which honors two Asian Americans each year who have the
Potential to advance to the nighest leadership levels in nigher education; and Peter
Kiang, reciPient of the 2013 Distinguished Scholar Award of the American Educational
Research Association’s Research on the Education of Asian & Pacific Americans —
SPecial Interest GrouP (AERA REAPA-SIG).

e allwho Participated in UMB’s Asian American Student Success Program (AASSP)’s
successful third year of AANAPISI activities, services, and institution~building
initiatives led bg Dr. Patricia Neilson and funded bg the US DePartment of Education.

For more information, visit the Asian American Studies Program in W-2-097, call 617-287-5658, or see:
www.umb.edu/asamst and www.facebook.com/UMB.AsAmSt.




