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The Pro gram

UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program offers intel]ectua”5~ct‘ia”enging, emotiona”g-engaging, cultura”g-responsive instruction in
the classroom with holistic practices of mentoring, community—building, service—]earning, and advocacy to address the social and academic
needs of students as well as the critical capacit5~building needs of local Asian American communities. The program offers the most Asian
American Studies courses, icaculty, and community linkages otang university in New England. The program's alumni include teachers, social
workers, health care providers, business entrepreneurs, and leaders of local Asian American community organizations. By grounding our
curriculum, teactiing, and app[ied research in the realities of local Asian American communities and bg respecting the knowledge and
bilingua]/bicultura] skills that many UMass Boston students bring to the classroom, the AsAmSt Program creates powertu[ Iearning
environments for all students to gain critical understanding about the historical experiences, voices, contemporary issues, and contributions of
diverse Asian populations inthe U.S. Graduate students from any area who have Asian American Studies interests can serve as
teacning/research assistants, mentors to undergraduates, and specia] preject deve[opers forthe program. Higti school students in UMass
Boston's pre~co|legiate programs such as Urban Scholars and those involved with the Coalition for Asian Pacific American Youth (CAPAY)
are encouraged to take advantage of the program’s Iearning opportunities. Community members and organizations as well as alumni
Participate in our activities in short- and Iong-term ways. UMass Boston is the onlg research university in New England designated and funded

by the U.S. Department of Education as an Asian American Native American Pacific Islander Serving Institution (AANAPIS].



Celcbrating our 2013-2014 Graduates in Asian American Studies

We are Proucl to recognize Kim Soun Ty, our sixteenth unclergracluate to comple’ce an individual
major in Asian American Studies or comParative Ethnic Studies, a[ong with 14 outstancling
AsAmSt Program~of~stuclg unclergraclua’ce students from Fall 2015 and SPring/Summer 2014 —

our !arges’c graclua’cinggroup ever, inc!uding: Linda Cheng, Thuan Duc Hien, Henry Ho (fal

1), Lubna Begum Khan, Rith Nou Maldonado, Joey Nguyen, Komal Patel, vi tri cluach, Victor
Heap Ssok, Linda Thiem, Julie N. Tran, Linh Thi Tran, Sidneg Yau, and A”yson Marie Yee.

In addition, we recognize Leadcrship in Urban Schools Ed.D. student, Wesleg P.S. Manadag,
Familg Therapg M.Ed. student and AASSP staff, Doug’as Alan Jew, and Historical
Archaeologg M.A. student and former AsAmSt/IAAS teaching/research assistant, Laura Wai
Ng. We also congratulate all of our gracluating students who are not ?orma”g acknowlcdgecl

here, but who have taken multiple Asian American Studies courses with us.

We thank the Asian American Student Success Program, the Office for Diversity & Inclusion,
and the enterprﬁse of 2012 alumnus Phil Le for gcncrous{g suloport/hg our 2014 celebration.

Many thanks to our stuclcnts, {:acultg, staff, alumni, and community partners this year!

Prof. Elora Chowdhury’s AsAmSt 226 Bccoming South Asians course cluring their community
field triP in Waltham’s Moocly Street business district in Mag 2014 (Photo: Alok KaPoor).



Individual Major in Asian American Studies
Kim Soun Ty

I am a second generation Khmer American woman of re{:ugee parents from a low-income background I
was born in Nashvi”e, TN—the first child in my entire Familg (nuclear and extended) to be born in the U.S.
| spent my childhood in Lynn, MA and my adolescence in Dorchester, MA. lam also a First~generation
co”ege student.

I think it's imPossible to describe how the Asian American Studies Program has imPac’cecl my growth and
clevelopment. I first took Southeast Asians in the U.S. with Shirleg Tanginmy sopl'xomore year. Begond
learning about the Vietnam War, | was Fina”y able to take a c{eeper look at my own garnilg historg and where
my Family fellinto the Politica[, social, and historical context. I started to see the intersections between my
Familg historg and the bigger Picture. From then on, | knew | wanted to know more about mgsehc, my Familg,
my community, and my People, so I had to declare an individual major in Asian American Studies. This
oPene& up so many doors of opportunity for me. I received amazing mentorslﬁip from the one and onlg
Dr. Shirleg Tang. Many other Pro{:essors and staff from the program also looked out for me to make
sure | was continuouslg growing, | became connected to the local communities and was able to build &eep
rela’cions]ﬁips with members of these communities, my communities. | received scho[arships to research
issues that | cared about, to help me pay for scl']ool, and to go Present at national and international
conferences. But most of a”, this program helped transform me from a troubled goutlﬁ Fai]ing school into a

more courageous, more W/]O/C goung woman Wl’]O cares.

When I was younger, | said I wanted to be a doctor, a singer, a fashion designer, anovelist, a Painter, and
the list goes on. Butone thingl did say | would never become was a teacher. | went tl'lrough SO many
terrible teachers in higl’l school that | t]ﬁougl']t teaching was the one thingl would never do. Three years
after beinga part of the Asian American Studies Program, | now asPire to become an Asian American
Studies ProFessor. learned in Asian American Studies that there are too many missing Puzzle Pieces to
historg. The voices of People who lived througlﬂ these times are stifled, while the voices of those who did
not live through the experiences of Asian Americans are somehow raised up- I want my voice and my
community’s voice to be emPowere&, to be raised up and heard. | want these voices to be embedded into
u.s. l’listorg books. I want these voices to be heard in the K-12 classrooms. | want these voices to be heard
inevery field and &iscip[ine. I want these voices to be at the decision~mal<ing table. I want these voices to
be integrated into institutions and Policies. I want these voices to be loud and clear and never gorgotten. J
want to be a part of the movement of teachers who are lhspiratlhg (creds to ST!) students to move into
different spaces to claim their rights to their voices and stories. This is what | have learned through the
Asian American Studies Program at UMass Boston and what | hoPe to carry with me as I move on to
graduate school and my teaclﬁing career. | am blessed to say that I have seen, met, and worked with so
many amazing Promcessors throug’n this program who have insPirated me. Theg have each touched a Par’c
of my life and left a FootPrin’c inmy heart that will riPPle across many more lives.






Program-of—-Studg in Asian American Studies

Linda Cl’leng

I am Cambodian American.
My Familg is from Cambodia, and came to the U.S. because of the war.
I am the oldest out of my two sisters, and I am the first one to graduate from co”ege.

| chose Asian American Studies as my minor because I wanted to know more about my life and my iden’city.
I wanted to learn about my Familg.  also wanted to know the l’]is’corg about my country. Asian American
Studies has imPac’ced my life as a student here at UMB because I had the oPPor’cuni’cg togoto Cambodia
for the first time through a sPecial AsAmSt summer research/service oPPor’cunitH with Prof. Haeok Lee. |
had never been out of country before. It was culture s]ﬁocking and I never rea”y knew how hard it was for
my Family to live over there. I also learned directly about the ki]ling fields there, which my own Fami]y had

exPeriencecI before coming to America.

AsAmSt changed my life with their involvement because 1 did not know anything about mgsel{:. | Fina”y
could connect my ic{entity with my studies, and tlﬁeg became my Familg. I did not know anyone in school
and was not focused at the time. AsAmSt cl'langed my life because 1 didn’t give up, thanks to the support
I had from them. Moreover, | was engage& in school activities which made me take advan’cage of tl'lings that
are offered on campus. Some of the classes | took were interesting because I never knew what the Asian
American communities have been through and I felt like their exPerience is what 1 am going ’c]ﬁrough right

now. | feel like I can relate to these issues and learn from these exPeriences when taldng AsAmSt classes.

I want to work with 3ou’c}1 around my city in Revere because Iwas ain a program myselmc called Youth Art in
Action. That program connected me to school and became a Fami]g to me when I did not have guidance.
Growing up ina tough neighborhood, lcangoin the wrong direction with my life, but instead was inspirecl
to stay in school and help other 9outl'z stay connected to their communi’c9 and make a difference. There, |
met Shir]eg Tang and Peter Kiang who also made me want to goto co”ege after lﬁigh sc]’rool, and here I am

now gracluating from UMass Boston.

I was surPrisecl in mgsehc because 1 did not think 1 can do a Project like a digital story on my own, but
AsAmSt made my talents come out and gave me the oPPor’cunitH to learn about communities and to make
adifference t]’zrough some Projects that | made for these classes to show others that theg are not alone. |
became more aware with issues that relate to the Cambodian communities in my city and other
communities, too. MH connections/learning in AsAmSt are useful to me because I have a say inwhat |

want to do in life. With their resources and guiclance, I know I can make a difference on my own.






Thuan Duc Hien

Ethnica”g Vietnamese,/Chinese and born in Cambodia c{uring my mother’s escape from the communist
regime in Viet Nam, we managed to get reFuge in the United States througlﬁ sPonsorshiP bg my uncle. We
hoPPec{ around a few cities in the greater Boston area but basica”g Pve been raised here my whole life.
My interest in Asian American Studies began in higl'l school when I was introduced through some friends
to the Coalition for Asian Pacific American Youth (CAPAY). CAPAY was based in the Asian American
Studies Program at UMD, so | had access to a great resource of angthing APA at an earlg age.

Asian American Studies was an oPPortunitg for me to actua“y connect with the subject matter that we are
s’cuclging. The bigges’c imPact or revelation is how Asian American 9out]'7 thirst for this knowledge. Inevery
AsAmSt class I've attended, every one was invested in what was taught. I think we all in some way want to
substantiate what it means to be Asian American. The connections and knowledge I have acquired in
Asian American Studies have &e?ini’cely shifted my outlook on life. When I meet another APA, not onlg can
I connect with them because we are the same race but | understand a collective l’listorg that is shared
between us and our similar exPeriences of growing up Asian Pacific American. It helps me a little bit in
unclerstanding how in’cegral that historg is in cleicining and sl’laping our i&entitg. Although I do not see
mgsel{: being directlg involved in angthing sPechcicallg Asian American related in the near future, 1 am
constant]g driven to sPreacl the knowle&ge I learned in class with other People who do not have the

resources to learn about the Asian American exPerience.



Henry Ho (fal 2&W)

I am a second generation Chinese American, born and raised in Brigtwton. Being raised in a Chinese
househo[d, my uPbringing is very traditional. But | never knew how American I was until I visited China in
2002. Iwas lﬁaving dim sum with my tamilg; my mom gave me the card to venture around to seek savory
gooclies. I aPProaclﬁecl acart lady and asked what she was serving, She Pointed atthe sign in the front of
the cart. Being born in America, I never learned how to read and write Chinese. The cart taclg cursed me
out. She said I was messing with her and that | was illiterate and stupicl being this old and is not able read
Chinese. I then realized how Americanized | have become. Now | feel torn between two worlds. 1 am not

Chinese enougtx to order food, and I am not American enough to fit in with society.

When | came to UMass Boston as a transfer student, | initia”g chose an Asian American Studies course
because I had an extra time slot to fill and it helps with my requirements. As an Asian American student, |
tl’xougt]t that 1 will have an edge in the class and can relate. But I found much more that shaped my co”ege
exPerience. Some major accomplistwments that I have with the Asian American Studies Program include
entering a &igital story Product into the Boston Asian American Film Festival: Short Waves, and
Presenting it Pub[iclg in the Paramount Theater. Then, | Participated in the Provost’s Undergra&uate



Research Scholars Program in becoming one of its first unciergraciuate research assistants. We
Presenteci our AsAmSt iCinciings at conferences. |was also able to complete two Asian American
community internsnips, one as an ESL facilitator for new immigrants in a Chinatown non~ProFit and the
otherasanIT Speciaiist creating an AsAmSt alumni database. But my i:)iggest resPonsibiiity was being
selected to rePresent the program with two other AsAmSt students and Facul’cg members for an
international conference in Hong Kong on service |earning. All of these oPPortunities imPacteA me as a
student because my intent when | transferred here wasjust to take classes and leave. This program
enriched my co”ege experience inways | would never dream of acnieving. Aitnougn Jam leavingtne Asian
American Studies Program as an un&ergraci, my bond with this program will not stop. I will come back
througii the alumni and continue my future goals with the Asian American Studies i<now|ecige I have

gained My future Pians are not determined yet, but 1 will continue to work towards our future.

Lubna Begum Khan

| am from Pakistan. | am the only gir[ to be graciuating from co”ege in the Famiig.

To be nonest, at first, | had no idea about any of the Asian American classes; I took one class as an
elective with Patricia Neilson and | rea“g ery'oyeci that class a lot. It was her class that got my interest in
Asian American Studies courses. Therefore, | registereci for classes with two Proi:essors, Si’iirleg Tang
and Peter Kiang, without knowing anyti’iing about them. Their classes got me extremelg interested in
Asian American Studies and | decided to add the AsAmSt Program~01c~stud9. In AsAmSt classes, | felt a

sense of communitg. I had never had any classes in the Past that | erjogeci to this extent.

| migi'it Forget my co”ege experience some dag, but 1 will remember the Asian American Studies classes for
the rest of my life. 1 began to respect every Asian Americanjust because of obtaining the knowleclge from
these classes and ]earning the fact that no one is different than the other. We are all one and we should
aiwags stay as one. In these ciasses, I elt respecteci like all of the other stuclents, and felt comfortable
si‘laring my ideas. I have learned a lot in these classes and 1 feel Prouci of it. 1 think 1 will cieicini’celg use that
knowiecige to i’lClP others and nelp myseliC in many ways. | realized that anyone who takes these classes
will be extremeig naPPH and tneg will ac’cua”g learn a lot. No one can come out of the classes without
actua”g learning sometning imPortant. I recommend these classes to anyone; whether or not tneg are
Asian. It doesn’t matter who tneg are and where tneg are from. Ti‘ieg will feel resPected and enjog
learning in these classes. | am confident that tneg will never regret taking any Asian American Studies

courses. Instead, it mignt get them interested in cioing either a major or program of s’cucly.

My major is socio]ogg, but comPieting the Asian American Studies Program~oi:~studg isa Pius Point. It
adds up a lot of knowledge that | can use to neip others. | alwags wanted to do some’cning where I can be
of i‘ieip to anyone, and that was the reason I chose socioioglj. Now that I have done Asian American
Studies as well, I feel very strong in this field, so I can be either a socioiogist or involved in a kind oi:job

where I will be neiPing Peop]e and i’ielPing communities.






Rith Nou Maldonado

lama Proud Asian American, second generation Cambodian. | sPeak Huent Khmer, English, and SPanish.
My Parents are survivors of the Ki”ing Fields. 1was bornin Thailand at a reFugee camp, I was one year
olcl, when we stePPed footinthe U.S. 1have been a banker for over 10+ years now and currentlg work for
Fastern Bank. | recentlg got married to the love of my life in June of 2015, | also started my own Horal
business that I'd like to open shoP for one &ag called Petals to Perfection (Horal for all occasions). | want
these few Paragraphs about my life and exPerience to insPire the future generations of Asian Americans

who are ’caking their time to read my brief summary.



Fun Facts about me: I love dancingto international music such as Zumba (fusion Spanish/hip hop),
the Cambodian coconut dance (dance with ROCA), and especiang to Indian music (UMass Boston
bl'xangra team), I've Permcormecl at the Halfshell for the MIT Bhangra team. | feel that music connects us all.
You'll find me all over Boston doing various dance Perf:ormances. I have a great foundation around me

with my diverse group of friends and a very suPPortive xcamilg.

After 10 years, | am the first in my Familg to graduate from co“ege and obtain a bachelor’s c{egree. My
word of advice: don’t give up, keep chasinggour dreams, and perseverance. It’s never too late. Remember
Familg first; clgsgunc’cional or not, for theg will be the onlg one by your corner througl'l everytlﬁing. Never

lose faith in love and believe in karma.

The reason whg lincluded my focus in Asian American Studies Program is very simple. I wanted to know
more about the Asian American cu]ture, communitg, and resources here so I can help others. Growing up
with parents who spoke no English, with nothing but the clothes on our backs, we were poor and
depended on government assistance. Without the he]P of some of the resources, | wouldn’t be here now.
I want to be able to give back. As the eldest chilcl, I had to grow up fast, and assimilate to the American
culture which was a s’crugg[e. I went tlﬁrough a Phase of an identitg crisis (with battles about religion, who |
am, what I stand for) when | started co”ege, I felt that nobod9 understood me. I was alone. But | met
AsAmSt ProFessors and other students through the program to l’IClP ic{entif'g what I believe and stand for.

Alt]wougl'l my Parents had other P]ans for me, but | chose to continue my education here at UMass
Boston. With the help of Peter Kiang, | was able to start the Cambodian Club here and also got involved
with CAPAY. | was ambitious, and within a year | was a Secretary of the Indian club, and an active member
of the Black Student Center and Casa Latina. I've learned more than | bargaine& for and gaine& more
meaningf:ul Friendships since then. I also want to say thank you to [)ong (older sister) Kuntharg Thai-

Johnson for always keeping me connected and suPPor’cing me throughout my career.

How will | stay connected? This is demcinitelg one way. | love meeting new People. I feel that we are
connected somehow for us to cross Pa’chs. Whenever you guys need me, I'm an email, Facebook, or Phone
call away. Google me! |am currentlg involved with the Asian American club at my bank and we are active in

the communi’cy to I']elp empower young Pro{:essiona]s.

The knowlec{ge Pve taken from Asian American Studies will now allow me to aid, assist, and Plag my role to
give back. Iwant to see a grow’ch in young ProFessiona]s and be a good role model to the future
generations. As a banker, | help assist People in their finances in mortgages, investments, and banking

I’]CCCIS everg dag .

My Motto in Life: Know/edge is power, educate yourse/)f, and surround yourse/)f with /DCOP/C who will /76/10
Yyou progress.



Jocy Ngugcn



I was born and raised in Dorcnester, and attended Boston Public Scnools, inc]uding Boston Latin School.
My mother manages a fast food restaurant in Egieston Square, where | sPent a large Portion of my Houth
he]Ping her run the business that has been going 20 years strong. Growing up in the Dorchester/Roxburg
neigl’lbornoods in my teens, | was not so interested or exPoseci to my own cultures. But through my best
friend, I learned and adopteci a Latino American i&entity, and focused my Passions on eni’iancing
community re]ationships with and for Latino youti’is. It was not until UMass Boston and AsAmSt did | re-
culture mgselt in my own Southeast Asian i'xeritage. My experiences have enabled me to Participate within

several different communities, and nopetuug one &ag, I will represent them all eticectively.

A focus in Asian American Studies has done a multitude of ti'iings for me. Like many others who have
comP]eted the Program~ot~stucig, I was blown away bg my first few classes. Ti’ieﬂ unlocked so many
questions about my Parents’ cultural heritages, the sacrifices ti'iey had to make, and their muitiple near-
death exPeriences which theg kePt away from my sibiings and me for such a long time. Now that | have
comP]eted my courses, | am far more aware, knowledgeabie, and understanding of Asian American
exPeriences, especiallg those of unc{er~represented sub~groups. There are harsh realities that different
Asian Americans face, and as ]ong as | work hard to be aware of their exPeriences and issues, I can he[P

change the dominant, ethnocentric views we have in our communities, cities, and society.

How Asian American Studies enveloped the ctiange within me shows the Program’s sheer academic brute
force and their years of Pericecting the Pedagogtj. It was the dedication and hard work of all the staff who
squeezec{ every last waking moment to make sure that our education is notjust for show, but to ingrain

real knowiedge within our character. Tl'leg empower us, whether we icientitg as Asian Americans or not.

The entire AsAmSt exPerience has recluired learning througn my heart, notjust my head. Asian American
Studies has been my gateway to address the lack of rePresentation and the continual marginaiization of
our lives and experiences. The most recent insPiration that AsAmSt Provided me is the oPPortunitg to
realize that | want to pursue a career in Higi'ier Education, u]timatelg at the administrative level. There is a
nuge deficitin representation of Asian Americans in university administrative levels, and we need to have
more voices in the Aecision~mal<ing process. Not onlg have I found my own current goais and focus, but |
also have the knowledge and PreParation to achieve tnem, and a vast communit9 that will alwags be

suPPortive of me, as I find my Place in contributing to the issues and Perceptions we face.

AsAmSt will a]ways be an essential part of my aPProaci’]es to help serve my communities and society. Built
into the program are infinite numbers of oPPortunities to collaborate and cross Patl'is, no matter where |

take my own.



Komal Patel

lam avery low income, second-generation South Asian (Desi) American, born in Boston and raised for
most of my life in Medford. | currentlg reside in Waltham with my parents. | am gra&uating with a Bachelors
of Arts in Criminal Justice. | recently complete& my internslﬂip at Boston Municipal Court Dorchester
Division and am interested in looking for more internsl'lip oPPor’cunities to explore my Po’cential in criminal

jus’cice with law enforcement agencies.

I was raised in a middle class majoritg white town, while living under the poverty line. 1am a former sPecial
ed student who worked very hard, tried my very best, and never gave up to get all of my classes into
mainstream 139 the time | began lith grade at Medford Higl'l School. | origina”g started co”ege at Newburg
Co”ege, but felt rea”g isolated there which is whg I transferred to UMass Boston and then had my very
first teacher from a similar background/culture as me: an Indian ProFessor for my Intro to Biologica]

Anth roPo]ogg class.



Despite my strugg]es, it doesn’t mean that | have given up; it means | am going to exceed my limits. 1was
going to quit before I started my senior year at UMass Boston due to financial l’]ardslﬁips inmy Familg, but
afriend tried to convince me to stay. From last semester, | found a Part of mysehc to be Proud o{:, being
Desi American and to not be ashamed. This has helped me great19 to integrate some Par’cs of my Pas’c and
for me to be strongas a person and to believe in mgselic, no matter what the oPinions are of others. One
tl’xing I got from Peter Kiang's AsAmSt 498 Teaching & Learningin Asian American Studies course that
can describe a lot of my life is: fall down 7, stand upS—a JaPanese Proverb.

From Asian American Studies, | have learned more about reading between the lines and ]ooking for
hidden, decP connections and underlging base foundation contexts that connect a lot of things together
oron Para”el levels, like the competition between so many different groups Pit’cecl against each other for
resources in societg. Even t]’xough we all have a voice and we need to try to sPeak up, not every single one
of usis going to be rePresentecl. So, what I want to dois find a way to make that Possible. | mean,Just look
at me, out of my whole criminaU’us’cice internship class and anyone majoring in criminaljustice that | have

seen so far, | am the onlg 2nd generation Indian (Gujarati) American female in the whole demographic.

AsAmSt helped to bring out issues that are similar to what my Familg and 1 have been through, especiallg in
the course &esignated to delve deeper into that (AsAmSt 226 - Becoming South Asians) which rea”g
helped me understand not only my own roots bet’cer, but also the problems and contexts of cultural
P 9 my P
differences and how these can be problematic when they clash with the laws here or reflect stereotypes.
P v, 9P
Having different kinds of People in class learn about some’clﬁing that | would be like, “1’165 I know that!”
rea”y makes me gla& that there is a somewhat vibrant and visible community and culture of South Asians,
even though it is not that prominent specifically for my ethnicity being a Gujarati. This has definitel
g P P Y Y Y g a L) Y
helped parts of my i&entitg with my Paren’cs’ culture and my roots and I’leri’cage. This will be a developing
process tlﬁroughout my life. For now, | want to show eople how to say some words in Gujara’ci and talk
about the culture, erjog some Funng s’cuﬂc, unlike before when 1 would be afraid and dare not share
anything due to the fear of others’ thinking it’s weird or making it more awkward than it already is for me
yrhing g g Y
just being in their presence.

I have no clue how 1 will stay active in the Asian American Studies work, but I want to try to integrate
process, contexts, themes, and ideas across all races for equalitg. What I have learned from my criminal
iustice and sociological classes, especiallg onrace, the criminaljustice system, and cross cultural relations
will Inelp me better understand the underlying issues that will remain hidden unless 1 am able to connect the
dots. These issues are Para”el and very much can interconnect. | want to imProve the criminaljustice
system and the treatment of all races, etl‘micities, cultures, backgroun&s, socioeconomic statuses, etc, in
order to have a more equal and freer world for everyone, esPecia”g when America makes a bold statement

about ecluali’cy, but in fact it does the exact oPPosite.



vi tri quach

born in vietnam.

there was this war thing going on.

gotona boat-

then there was this reifugce camp t/‘uhg

and sht}opea’ to a church in America t/tnhg

then came to boston because there was no other person of color in the town t/'//hg
a/ong the way, there was the a’rawingsanta claus in school t/'l/ng
that led to a’rawing comics at home t/‘l/ng

that led to makfngart with purpose t/nhg

somewhere in thcre, there was also a ﬁhd/hg community t/‘:/rg
strugg/e forjustice t/t)ing

and trying to live a life of purpose t/nhg

Asian American Studies is an inseparab[e part of my art, my voice and who I am.
AsAmSt informs what | have to say.

I could not imagine having sometl'ling of value to contribute without the learningl have received from
AsAmSt.

I have Plans to pursue an MFA.

As in my undergracl education, my Po]itical and social unclerstancling of the Asian American exPerience will

contribute greatlg to my work.

| hope to raise the level of my art to the same quality as that of the AsAmSt Program at UMass Boston.






Victor Hcap Sok

lam a first generation Cambodian American who chose to pursue a clegree in art, while constant]g being
reminded of what my Paren’cs went tl'zrougl'l while theg were growing up in a war torn country. lam

fortunate theg have given me an oPPortunitg to grow up choosing how to define my own future.

I chose to focus on Asian American Studies while stuclging at UMass Boston because | wanted to learn
about what immigrants and remcugees were going through when theg were being relocated to America.
AsAmSt was able to get me more involved with school activities, especiallg the oPPortunitg to Participate
in helping create a mural for the program. I have been able to use the knowledge learned in AsAmSt and
aPPlH it to my artwork to portray what my parents exPerience& while growing up in Cambodia, inclucling all

the stories tl'iey would alwags tell me as | grew up.



Linda Thiem



| identhcy as Khmer American, daugl’x’cer of rcFugee parents. | came to UMass Boston after struggling to
finish my degree at many other co”eges in the greater Boston area. Completing my degree in Economics
at UMass Boston was one of the most critical Points of my life. Not only am | the firstin my immediate and
extended Familg to comP]ete my bachelor's &egree, but 1 am also the first to enter graduate school. 1feel
that | owe a lot of my success to the Asian American Studies Program at UMB. As a Khmer American
woman Pursuing higl'xer education, | know that this rePresentation is rare. | have dealt with many
narclsnips lea&ing up to this Point, but tl'zrougn the Asian American Studies courses, | have learned that

these nardsl'xips are snarecl, esPecia”y among my Khmer American community.

I initia”g took a few courses in Asian American Studies to fulfill c{iversi’cy requirements, but 1 found mgselmc
being extremely invested and wanting more. To be able to connect with what I'm stuclging academica”g and
emo’ciona”y, for the first time in my life, education was exciting to me. | have used what I learned to guicle
myse]{: to become a Iea&er, to ne[P me reconnect with my roots, to nelp me nelp others. The program
served as my community on campus, which is sometl'lingl believe is crucial to my retention here at UMB. |
felt a sense of be]onging, | felt fulfilled and rewarded. with my backgrouncl knowledge from these
courses, | was able to P]ag lea&ersnip roles in student organizations on campus, g0 into community sites to
con’cribute, and serve as a mentor to many other Asian American students. Most imPor‘tantlg learning
about my nistory and roots, sometningtl'lat was missing in my K-12 education, has nelped me mend my
relationship with my broken Familg - some’cningtna’c I never tnougnt was Possible. I have met many
amazing Pro{:essors, StaH:, and peers tnrough the program, and it has truly sl’rapec{ who I am toclag.

Asian American Studies has exPosed me to many different oPPortunities and exPeriences. I alwags knew
that | wanted to contribute to society, but never knew how. | only knew of tra&itionaljobs: doctor,
accountant, teacner, etc. However, learning about Asian Americans, Particularlg the mental instability
within the Khmer community, iclea”y I'd like to work within the Asian American community. My dream would
be to break the stigma that many Asian American families have about mental health, but for now I'd like to

continue learning how to ne[P the Asian American Popu[a’cion in the greater Boston area.

Iam now continuing my education at UMass Boston 139 Pursuinga Masters degree in Education. | 1’!OP€
that I will P|89 arolein rePresenting underserved and unclerrepresented voices within the educational
sgs’cem. | can oPenlg admit that | do not have concrete future Plans, but I know that Asian American
Studies has Provi&ec{ me with a clearer vision as to what my future could involve. As an alumna of Asian

American Studies, | feel very Preparecl to continue strongly and Passionatelg in whatever | choose to do.



Julie N. Trin

My fatheris origina”g from a district called Nha Be which is in the eastern part of Sai Gon, Viet Nam. There
was a river that seParated Sai Gon from another district called Nhon Trach, which is located in a Province
called Dong Nai. My father used to cross the river by boattoland ina port in Phuoc Khanh. Then, bg
traveling on the dirt filled roads, he would somehow arrive in Ong Dong to visit his Fami]y. My mother was
from Ong Dong and it_just 50 happens that her neigl’lbors were my dad’s relatives. When People told my
mother that theg Preclic’cec{ that she and my father were going to get married in the future, my mother
tl’xought that it was the Funnies’cjoke that she ever heard. But after getting married, leaving Viet Nam,
having three daughters, and sett[ing in the metro-Boston area, my parents are still married to this clay.

Andlama Prou& 2.0 generation Vietnamese American.

I decided to have a focus on Asian American Studies cluring my first semester at UMass Boston. | took
Southeast Asians in the US (AsAmSt 225L) and Resources for Viethamese Americans (AsAmSt 294)
simultaneouslg which resulted in my wanting Asian American Studies as a Program~o1c~5tudy. Through
these classes, | had the desire to build the Vietnamese Student Association at UMass Boston. With our
hig]ﬁ Popu[a’cion of Vietnamese and Vietnamese Americans, | wondered whg is there no Vietnamese Student
Association at this school? With some Paperwork, a couP]e of People, and ajourney of obstacles and

accomplishments, the Vietnamese Student Association of UMass Boston is back and better than ever.



By Participating in school activities, | realized that | want to insPire Peop]e to be leaders. From being
President of an organization to volunteering in a small event, People have the Potential to be leaders. For

me, beinga leader is not a title, but enabling and insPiring others so that changes can be made somedag.

Also, taking Asian American Studies made me realize that the exPeriences that | have encountered as an
Asian American or even as a Vietnamese American are Para”e[ to some of the experiences that my peers
have faced. Our stories togettier area nistorg that is written in the making. Alttiough I will be gracluating
this year with a Bachelor of Science in Biochemistrg, my heart is with something else. I have the desire to
work with the Vietnamese American community, whether in Fields Corner or elsewhere. However, my

ultimate goal is to g0 back to Viet Nam to help the younger generation there that is in need.

| was Privilegecl enougti to be able to travel to Viet Nam every three to four years. Last year, I traveled to
Viet Nam for the seventh time! This commemorates the 20th year anniversary from when | first came to Viet
Nam. Being in Vietnam is different than being in America because I will alwags be branded as a Viet Kieu
(Overseas Vietnamese) . There’s sometning about t)einga Viet Kieu that makes the native Vietnamese
People to envy you but it also harms you at the same time. | want to use my experiences in Viet Nam to
break down the barrier between the Viet Kieu and the native Vietnamese so that there is no tension. By
l'ie]Ping out the Vietnamese younger generation, | want to give back to the Vietnamese community to show

tnatjust because | was American-born and raised, at the end of the clag, I am filled with Vietnamese blood.

Linh Thi Tran

Hello Everyone! My name is Linh My ("Mei") Thi Tran. | ic{entitg as Ktimer, Vietnamese, Ct]inese, PiliPino,
and French. I was born in Baatan Murong, PtiiliPPines ina retugee center. My icamilg was sPonsored to
come to the U.S. bg my Granduncle and Grandaunt. Mg Granclaunt, Ang Prum is also a UMass Boston
alumni who gracluated in the 2000. I was raised in both East Boston and Lynn, MA. | attended Patrick
Kenne&g E|ementar9 School (E. Boston), Cobbet K-8 (Lgnn), l:ecteau~Lear9 Middle School (Lgnn) and
Lynn Classical Higti. I will be the first in my immediate tamilg tiavinga co”ege degree. lam graduatingwitti a
Bachelor of Arts in 50cio|059 anda Program of Stuéy in Asian American Studies. | erjog traveling outside

of the country, going to museums, reacling tlistorg books and watctiing documentaries.

I tionestlg did not know what 1 was getting mgsehc into when | first decided to take AsAmSt 2231 (Asians in
the US) with Dr. Peter Kiang in 2010. | took this class out of curiosity. | wanted to understand my parents,
their decision to come here, and what tl’iey have gone througlﬂ but did not want to sPeak of. It took me

awhile to get involved in Asian American Studies due to hectic class and work schedules, but | managed to

take more classes from the Program during mgjunior and senior years.

AsAmSt did notjust offer classes but a network to other programs such as the Asian American Student
Success Program, the Institute for Asian American Studies and Asian American community

sites/Programs. I was able to goona triP to Seattle, WA for a national Asian American Studies



conference, went to career workshops and worked temporarilg ata non~Pro1Cit organization. These
exPeriences are once in a lifetime and broadened my tl'iinl(ing about how imPortant itis to give back to the

communi’cg and to become a leader.

After gradua’cion, I will stay in the Boston area, and take some time to go back to Asia to visit Familg and
tourist sites. | will also continue to work or volunteer at community sites. What I have learned from Asian
American Studies has helpec{ me better my relationsl'lip with my mother, cope with dual identities, and

know the imPor’cance of my Par’cicipa’cion in my field as well as in Politics to represent mgsehc and others.



Sidncg Yau

I am a second generation Chinese American, born in Boston. Having lived in the diverse suburban town of
Malden my whole life, culture shocks and racism have never rea”y been a direct issue to me. I've known

People of all ethnicities, all of whom have gotten alongwe” with me. As for my own identitg, I call mgsehc



Chinese American, but if asked in &epth, 've alwags considered mysehc to be Chinese first and American
second. My Familg has roots from China and Hong Kong and I was the first child of my immediate Fami]y
born in the United States. Mg final semester cluring Fall 2013 yielclecl me a Bachelor’s c{egree in English
after fourand a haﬂ:gears of work.

lni’cia”g, Asian American Studies was not part of my co”ege Plans at UMass Boston. | was not even aware
of sucha program until my soPlﬁomore year when my advisor, Sade Jo}mson, suggestecl that | take a
course she thoug‘wt would interest me. I thank her for that one suggestion because as it turns out, she
could not have been closer to the truth. From the first dag | stePPecl into Promcessor Shir[eg Tang’s Asian
American Media Literacy class, otherwise known as the 370" class, I felt a change in atmosphere from
other courses. DesPite Sl'lirley warning us that the “370” course was not recommended for new Asian
American Studies students, | ultima’celg decided to stay. That one class had me cle[ving deeper into my
own Personal thoughts than angthing else 1 had taken so far, and instilled in me a newfound desire for
more, to go deeper and find outjus’c what Asian American Studies was all about. As a result, | connected
with more Pcople than I ever exPec’cecl, and befriended many while becoming familiar with the Facu[tg and
staff, Par’cicularly those | saw in the Asian American Studies program office in W]’ieatleg. I even had the

chancetobe a peer mentor for the very same AsAmSt 370 class two years later.

At the moment, my future may still be a bit of a blur. If there is angtl'zing Pve learned over the past couple
of years, it’s that Plans dor’t a[wags g0 accorclinglg. Tl’zings change, People change, and Plans cl’range.
However, the two foremost goals I have in mind rigl'lt now are to become ajournalist or a novelist. The
Asian American Studies courses | took connected me to some fine People and there are many whom |
respect grea’cly. One of these PeoPle was the teaching assistant of a few of Shirleg Tang’s classes that |
took, who recognizecl my own talents in writing as something sPecial. It is because of him that | now work as
a critical reading and writing facilitator in the Asian American Student Success Program (AASSP),
tutoring Asian American students in their writing and lending my skills to help these students imProve.
Since I was recruited 139 Pratna Kem, I've not onlg had the chance to work on imProving my social skills,
but also to Pu’c mgselmc to the test as an educator now that I've comP]eted my role as a student. | feel that
the role I have now will help prepare me to fulfill the ambitions 1 currentlg have of becoming ajourna]ist, a
novelist, or magbe even both. I believe that either of these occuPations,journalism in Par’cicular, would
Provide many oPPortunities for me to write about toPics relevant to what I've learned in Asian American

Studies. Perhaps then, I will be able to tru]g give back to that which has taugl'lt me so much.

Before | became a part of the Asian American Studies Familg, | wasn’t sure where | was going with my
co”ege life. Even in high scl’roo], I was never rea”g an overachiever and Popularity wasn’t one of my
attributes. However, we've all lived througl'l our Pas’c and still have our futures ahead of us. You can’t
change what’s a]readg happenec{, but you can change what’s going to happen, clﬁange 9ourse[1C and
change the world around you. For this Fac’c, I look towards my future and all the changes that I can make. |
feel that, only thenJ can!find my true purpose.



A”gson Marie Yee

I am a second and third generation Chinese American born in Boston, and moved to Needham after
resi&ing in Allston for 12 years. Transitioning from an urban community to the suburbs was not very easy.
Throughout high school, 1 had a hard time Flguring out who I was and where 1 it in, and it wasn’t until my
fourth year of being at UMass Boston that | started to discover a sense of belonging. The AsAmSt
Program has c{eicinitelg changed my fife. Coming into UMass Boston, not once did 1 think about havinga
focus in Asian American Studies. Nor did 1 have any knowledge of the Program even existing, It wasn’t unti
I took Asian American Media Literacy as my first Asian American Studies course, that | took interest in the
subjec’c. I had attended two Previous AsAmSt cllgital s’coryte”ing events which insPired me to take the
course during of my fourth year at UMB (it fulfilled a Chinese minor requirement). I didn’t think 1 could
even be part of the Program. U’us’c wanted to getinto that class and gra&uate on time. Lucki]y, I had extra
credits, so | took advantage of it and then took all Asian American Studies courses during my final

semester of my undergra& career (what was | thinking...).

Asian American Media Literacy not onlg allowed me to tell my story in class, but 1 was also able to get
involved with the Program and make many connections to the Asian American community on campus. i1
never took that course, | would not be where 1 am toclag. Be{:ore, | tl’xought of mysehC as hoPemcung
becominga set clesigner in the theatre industrg, but after taking AsAmSt courses, | have been insPired to
become a ]’ﬁgh school teacher. Whether or not that happens, of course, is up to me. HoPeFu”g next year, |

can return to UMD to continue learning and to earn my Masters in Education.



Recognizing Graduate Student Contributions

Wesley P.S. Manaday, Ed.D., Leaclership in Urban Schools

Being born and raised in Hawai'i, I was influenced bg many cultures growing upasa childand as a young
adult. My fathers father was an immigrant Fi[ipino field laborer in the sugar P[antations from the late
1920s until he retired. Ac{clitiona”g, my mother shared with me that my grandmo’cher was part Chinese and
was very industrious in raisinga Fami]y of eig]'wt asa sing]e parent after my granc{lcatlﬁer died at an ear|9
age. In the sugar Planta’cion housing camps, many ethnic groups worked and lived side l:)g side including
Portuguese, Puerto Ricans, Koreans, JaPanese, Filipinos, and Chinese, alongwi’ch the native Hawaiians.
Many of the cultural influences crossed between families. Both of my Parents were born and raised in
Hawai'i and are second~generation Asian Americans. Tl’]eg assimilated well into the Hawaiian U.S.

Terri’cory culture and went on to become an instrumentations engineer and nurse resPectively.



One of four cl’xildren, | entered and attended gracle school in the 60’s and through the 70’s. | tl’xought
notlﬁing about cultural differences or being Asian American until | went off to Gonzaga University in
Spokane, WA. There, my awareness was heightenccl as | had to assimilate into the Predominantlg
EuroPean white culture of the school communi’cg. | sPen’c my Junior Year abroad in Florence, ltalg where
that culture of People was not aware of the existence of American minorities. | gained acceptance as |
learned to speak the Italian language with the Toscani Peop]e of the Tuscany regjon. After graclua’cion, ]
moved to San Francisco, CA to teach elementarg school until 1 was recruited as a teacher }:)9 the Boston
Public Schools in 1987.

I taught third gracle at the William Blackstone Elementarg School in the South End until 1995 when |
comP]eted a Masters in Education and obtained my PrinciPal’s Certification at UMass Boston. | was
aPPointed }:)g then suPerinten&ent of schools, Dr. Thomas Payzant, to central administration as a
comPrehensi\/e school Planning specialist. The year Fo”owing, I was aPPointed as Principal for the John
Eliot Elementarg School in the historic North End where many ltalian families lived for generations but had
sent their children to Private schools outside of the neighborhoocl. My task was to build up the school
community and bring the families back.

As a new Principal, I was assignecl a mentor Principal named Bak Fun Wong, then Principal for the Josiah
Quincy Elementarg School in Chinatown. 1was alwags imPressec{ with how wise he seemed in his decision-
making and how he had managed to maintain a I’ligl'x]y Pemcorming school in terms of student achievement.
In 2001, a new federal law title No Child Left Behind (NCLB) , was Passed in Congress. It was the re-
authorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965 to bring ecluitg in
education to students of low-income families bg making extra federal Funding available. As this law was
imP]emented, it P]acecl more accountabilitg on the shoulders of Principals. Il was a]wags and still remain
imPressecl with how my fellow Asian American Principa] co”eagues name]y Suzanne Lee (retired), Simon

Ho, Grace Madsen-Lee (retired), a]ong with Bak Fun Wong, naviga’cecl through the mandates of this law.

From 2006 to the present, I have served as a Principal in the Norwood Public Schools at the John P.
Oldham Elementar9 School. We have a very diverse ethnic Population of stu&ents, many who moved from
Boston. Putting into action the best Practices I have learned from my esteemed co”eagues, our school
has achieved a Level One Status, the highest rating from the Massachusetts DePartment of Elementary
and Secondarg Education, and have maintained this level for two consecutive years. with this
background, I chose as my doctoral dissertation topic to exPlore how Principals in Massachusetts have
resPonded to the c]’va”enges of the No Child Left Behind Federal Law in terms of their leadership,
clecision-mal(ing, and Prac’cices, with a sPecial focus on those Principals who are Asian American. Their
examples, in Particu]ar, deserve to be studied by researchers and Policg~mal<ers as well as other

Practitioners.



Douglas Alan Jew, M.Ed., Family Thcrapg

I am a Texas-born Chinese American and second-son to immigrants from Hong Kong, I grew up in
Amarillo, Texas and attended co”ege at the University of Texas where | majored in sociologg with a minor
in bio]ogg. From tl'iereJ | continued my education to the University of Massachusetts, Boston for l:arnilg
Therapg. This May, | finish my three 3earjourney towards my Masters degree and will be staying in

Boston to work as a Familg ’cherapist.

As an un&ergracl, I got involved in the Asian American community 139 volunteering for the Asian Culture
Center on campus. | also was a counselor for a Chinese culture camp put on 135 Families with Chinese
Children, and active in numerous Asian-focused clubs. When | came to UMass Boston, Peter Kiang
connected me to the Asian American Student Success Program and | began working forthemasa
Graduate Assistant, helping create events and running new Pilot programs. AASSP has offered me
oPPortunities togrowas a leader and as a follower, as well as to meet insPirationaI Peop]e who affect
change ’c]ﬁrough Passion and fresh ideas. My work with the students of UMass Boston has enlightened
me about the unique barriers and circumstances of both immigrants and 2nd generation students. With
this new lens, | 1’!OP€ to further pursue my career in Familg tlﬁerapy with more knowle&ge and curiosity

about the cultural experiences of diverse Boston residents.



Laura Wai Ng, M. A, Historical Archaeologg

I was born in Los Ange]es and raised in the working~class Latino and Asian American community of
Chinatown/Lincoln Heigl'xts. My parents immigrate& from Taishan, Guang&ong Province, China in the
earlg 1980s and | iclen’chcy as a second generation Cl’linese/Asian American. |am a first generation college
graduate and have attended Public schools all my life.1did my unclergraduate work at the University of
California San Diego (UCSD) where I received my B.A.in Anthropologg (concentration in Archaeologg)
and minor in Ethnic Studies. At UMass Boston, | will receive my M.A.in Historical Archaeologg.



Historical archaeologg is the stu&y of how People lived in the recent past tl'lrough an analgsis of the
material things that theg left behinc{; my research is sPechCicang focused on the Asian American past. |
have alwags been interested in archaeo]ogg and knowing more about my ancestors in America, but an
academic Patl’l invo[ving Asian American historical archaeologlj did not become clear to me until 1 took
ethnic studies courses at UCSD. In those classes, I learned about the historg of communities of color
t]’xrough the context of power relations and different systems of oPPression. It was then that | realized
how marginalize& is Asian American historg and the important role that archaeo]ogg can Plag in reclaiming
that his’corg througl'l the interPreta’cion of the material record and through the archaeologica] sites

themselves which attest to an Asian American presence where there is often no visible trace.

Because of my interest in Asian American Studies, | was very fortunate to be offered teaching and
research assistantships with the Asian American Studies Program and the Institute for Asian American
Studies JAAS). The best Part of TAing for Asians in the U.S. (AsAmSt 2231), Boston’s Asian American
Communities (AsAmSt 4231), and WwiI JaPanese American Internment (AsAmSt 265L) were the
interactions | had with students and the OPPortunitg to observe exceptiona] teachers such as Loan Dao,
Peter Kiang, and Paul Watanabe. As a research assistant for AsAmSt, | was involved in creatinga
searchable gravestone database for Boston’s historic Mount HoPe Cemetery Chinese Burial Grounds
and Pro&ucinga short video on local Asian American immigrant rlghts activists. | was also a research
assistant for IAAS on a Prcject titled, “From Confinement to Co“ege: Video Oral Histories of JaPanese
American Students in World War 11.” 1n addition, | was Vice President and Treasurer of PAASSAGE
(Pacific/Asian American Students & Studies Association in Graduate Education). Because of these
oPPortunities, lgaine& tremendous financial, intellectual, and emotional support cluring my graduate

education, for which 1 will always be grate{:ul.

The site of my historical arcl’raeologlj master’s thesis research (and the first UMB AsAmSt field triP I
took) is a WWII Japanese American incarceration camp called Manzanar. 1 will soon be aPPlgingto PhD
programs in An’clﬁropologg to continue doing research on the archaeo]ogg of Asian immigrants in the U.S.
Gaining a doctorate will put me ina Position to contribute to a field that lacks Asian American
rePresentation in both scholars and scl'lolarsl'xip. with my PhD, 1 P]an to teach courses in anthropologg
and Asian American Studies—courses that in my own life have l’lelped me clevelop my critical thinking skills
and comPe”ed me to take Part in actions that make the world morejust. I am fortunate that | can relg on

the UMass Boston Asian American Studies communitg for suPPort in all my future endeavors.



AsAmSt Studcnt/lzaculty/Stag/Alumni Achievements

Kim Soun Ty received ECAASU’s Trailblazer Award in DC, F‘cbruary 2014

Rajini Srikanth with all Prcsidcnts of the Association for Asian American Studies in SF, APr 2014

Paul Watanabe’s Portrait unvciling by Chancellor Motley with artist Don West, October 2013



L-R: AAAS Lifetime Achievement Awardee, Peter Kiang; Beacon Undergracluatc Leadcrship
Awardee, Julie Tran; American Psychological Association Minority Fellow, Fanny Ng

L-R: Pat Neilson with 2014 UMB APIASF Scholarship Award hosts; Henry Ho, 2014 Anthong
Chan Awardee; AsAmSt Alumni Elaine Ng and Giles Li as old/new BCNC Executive Directors

Loan Dao’s AsAmSt 200 students’ Public exhibition of community Projccts, SPring 2014



Karen Sugcmoto’s AsAmSt 391 students contributed over 2000 hours in community intcrnships.

Haeok Lee’s AsAmSt 345 students Prcsentcd on diabetcs, clcPrcssion, and gambling addiction

Shirlcy Tang’'s AsAmSt 370 cligital story Prcscntcrs at the Boston Asian American Film Festival

Peter Kiang’'s AsAmSt 498 student Panclists at the APAHE 2014 national conference in SF



Students in Chinese Community Service (SCCS) 2013-2014

with a fourth year of continuing investment in Asian American Studies stuclcn’c/communit9
engagement at UMass Boston bg Mr. Stan!eg Chen and Family, selected UMB AsAmSt
students again contributed hundreds of hours of community service as interns in both
campus and Communitg sites such as the Boston Chinatown Neighborlﬁoocl Center (BCNQ).
Current and former SCCS Participants graduating in 2013-2014 include Henry Ho, vitri
quach, and A”gson Marie Yee. We express continuing, appreciation both to the SCCS alumni
Familg and to other UMB AsAmSt alumni who Provide critical s’caging and facilitation roles at

our Par’mer communi’cg sites. Thank youto the Chen Fami!g for their warm generositg.

Alumni Matt Seto and Maryanne Chow with Mr. Stanlcy Chen, BCNC’s 2014 New Year honoree.



Co-Establishing the M.S./Ph.D. Graduate Programs in
Transnational, Cultural and Communitg Studies (TCCS)

After initiating a campus process in 2007 to recognize UMass Boston’s ethnic studies
research institutes and academic programs co”ectivelg as strategjc assets for the university
under the heacling of Transnational, Cultural and Community Studies (TCCS), many core
and affiliated AsAmst gacultg have worked intensivelg with ethnic studies co”eagues since
2010 to cleve!op new ’cransclisciplinarg graduate programs in TCCS which received official
approva[ from the MA Board of Higher Education in May 2014 The new master’s program
will launch in Fall 2015, followed bg the first cohort of TCCS doctoral students in Fall 2017.

External Reviewers Elaine Kim from ucC Berkcley and Don Nakanishi from UCLA met with
Potcntial TCCS students as Part of their formal campus assessment in Novcmber, 2013,



APPreciating Dean Zong-guo Xia

As Dean of Graduate Studies and lnterco”egial Programs, Dr. Zong-guo Xia has served tleroica”g as
the rePorting Dean for the Asian American Studies Program since January 2012. We have greatlg
benefited from his claritg, leaderstﬁp, and Protection, and will continue to work closelg together from

our new homep]ace as a unit of UMB’s School of Global Inclusion and Social Development.

Dean Xia's Praxis is simple and effective: identitg critical gaps and institutional inecluities; cleveloP shared
visions; Prob]em~solve details; work Passionately to Produce Positive change; reflect on imPact; continue
t)uilding togetlﬁer. His stgle and substance deeply reflect his cultural values and commitments as well as
his life exPerience as a US immigrant of color from a peasant tamilg backgrounc{ in rural China. Dr. Xia’s
parents and extended tami]g had little formal education, and he was one of the first of his vi”age to attend
co”ege. As an earlg measure of his caPacitg, maturity, and hard-labor &isciplineJ he was selected at the
age of 20 to become PrinciPaI of arural elementarg/midcﬂe school in the aftermath of the Cultural
Revolution. From these humble roots to his current oversigt]t of the entire research and graduate studies
enterPrise of our urban, Pub[ic, AANAPIS] research university, we could not have had a more suPPor‘tive

or engaged Dean in our corner during the past three critical years. Thank you alwags, Dean Xia!



The Asian American Studies Program recognizes with aPPreciation:

*  KimSoun Ty, reciPient of the East Coast Asian American Student Union’s 2014
Trailblazer Award, the American Educational Research Association’s Undergracluate
Education Research Training Award, and the Sociologg Department’s T. Scott
Migakawa Award; Henry Ho, 2014 Anttiong Chan Awardee from the Institute for
Asian American Studies; Julie Tran, UMB Beacons Undergractuate Leaclerslﬁip
Awarclee; Joeg Ngugen, President-elect of UMB’s Graduate Student Assemblg; and
Fanny Ng, 2014 Minority Fellow of the American Psgchologica[ Association.

*  AsAmSt student aPP!icants and reciPients of internal and external awards, inclucling
scholarstiips from the Asian Pacific Islander American Scholarstiip Fund (APIASF),
travel oPPortunities ttirougti the Tomodachi Inouge Scholars Program, and the Short

Waves finalist comPetition of the Boston Asian American Film Festival.

o Affiliated tacultg, Kiran Arora, and co-Director of the New Englancl Resource Center
for Higtier Education, Glenn Gabbard, each of whom has left UMB for new Positions
in 2014. Meanwhile, Kuntharg Thai-Johnson and Miwa Tanabe are returning to UMD
to take fresh staff [eaclerstiip roles. We also welcome Dr. Tomoko Tokunaga, our
2014 AsAmSt Visiting Scholar from Tokgo and Dr. Denise Khor who will teach Asian
American twistorg througti the American Studies clepartment in Fall 2014.

*  AsAmSt core and affiliated tacultg and gracluate students, inclucling Loan Dao,
Stiirleg Tang, Haeok Lee, Paul Watanabe, and Karen Suyemoto with Shruti

Mukkamala, who each received competitive external and internal grant awards.

. Rajini Srikanth, aPPointed as tounding Dean of UMB’s Honors Co”ege; Lisa
Buenaventura, aPPointecl as Interim Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs; Ping-Ann
Aclclo, author of Creating a Nation with Cloth: Women, Wealth, and Tradition in the Tongan
Diaspora; and Peter Kiang, reciPient of the 2014 Lifetime Achievement Award of the

national Association for Asian American Studies.

e allwho Participated in UMB’s Asian American Student Success Program (AASSP)’s
successful fourth year of AANAPIS! activities, services, and institution-builcling
initiatives led t)g Dr. Patricia Neilson and funded bg the US DePartment of Education.

For more information, visit UMB’s Asian American Studies Program at www.umb.edu/asamst and the

Asian American Student Success Program at http://www.umb.edu/academics/vpass/aassp.




