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For over t}‘nirtg years, UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program has offered intel[ectua”g—cha”enging, emotiona”y-
engagjing, cultura”g-resl:)onsive instruction in the classroom with holistic Practices of mentoring, communitg-builcling, service-
learning, and aclvocacy to address the social and academic needs of students as well as the critical capacitg~bui]cling needs of local
Asian American communities. The program offers the most Asian American Studies courses, Facultg, and community linkages of any
universitg in New Eng]ancl. The Program's alumni include teachers, social workers, health care Proviclers, business entrePreneurs,
and leaders of local Asian American community organizations. By grounding our curriculum, teaching, and apphecl research in the
realities of local Asian American communities and b}j resPecting the l<now|eclge and bilingual/bicultural skills that many UMass
Boston students bring to the classroom, the AsAmSt Program creates [:)owencu[ learning environments for all students to gain critical
unclerstancling about the historical exPeriences, voices, contemporarg issues, and contributions of diverse Asian Populations in the
U.S. Graduate students from any area who have Asian American Studies interests can serve as teacl'xing/ research assistants,
mentors to undergracluates, and sPecial Project developers for the program. AANAPIS! students from Bunker Hill Communitg
Co”ege and higl'x school students in UMass Boston's Pre~co”egiate programs or those from Partnering community gouth programs
are encouragecl to take advantage of AsAmSt’s |earning oPPor‘tunities. Community members and organizations as well as alumni
Par‘ticipate in our activities in short- and Iong»terrn ways. Since 2010, UMass Boston has been the on]y research universit}j in New
Englancl clesignated and funded }39 the U.S. Department of Education as an Asian American Native American Pacific Islander
Serving Institution (AANAPIS)).



Celebrating our 2017-2018 Graduates in Asian American Studies

We Prouc”g recognize three students who have completed the recluirements for an Individual Major in
Asian American Studies: Helen Dang Ngo, Hung An Nguyen, and Tommy Nguyen. Tl’xeyjoin eighteen
others who have done so since 1993. We also honor six unclergraduates who have Fu”g completed, and, in
most cases, far exceeded the six-course recluirements of our Program~o1c~s’cuc{9 in Asian American
Studies: Darlene Dao, Nia Duong, Yeon-ho Kim, Hieu Le, Minh Pl’lanj and Ammany Ty. Tl’]eg follow 10%
Previous AsAmSt concentrators since 2000. Doctoral and master’s clegree students being recognize&
for their extensive AsAmSt connections and contributions across teaching, research, service, and
advocacy include: Danielle Godon-Decoteau (ZoKad) (Clinical Psgchologlj), Ray Chiu and Van vu
(Rehabilitation Counseling) and Tri V. Quach - our second AsAmSt alumnus to comp[ete the Master of
Science clegree in Transnational, Cultural and Community Studies (TCCS). Many congratu]ations to all
of our other graduating students who have been Part of AsAmSt courses and Prcjects at UMDB.

Thank you a/ways to our st'udents, facu/ty, 5tan€ a/umni, and community IDartners and to the AANAPIS]
Asian American Student Success Program for generous AASSP suloport’ SPecia/ apprectlation to alumni
Phil Le and Phoumara Nuon for fa/t/nfu//y donatingagain to this year’s graduation, and to alumnus Chris
Ward and community entrepreneur /eader/loartner, Irene Li from Mei Mei Restaurant for their inspirea’,
double naloloiness contribution. During a year of brutal bua’get cuts across the institution, the /70melo/ace
suloport From our School for Global Inclusion and Social Deve/oloment /s also grate)[u//y acknow/ea’gea’.

L \\\\

Ammang Ty was celebrated at the State House as UMass Boston’s rcprcsentative among the 29
Who Shine awardees from Massachusetts Public universities, state co”eges, and community
co”egcs graduating in 2018. Higher Education doctoral student and UMass System Trustee,
Imari Paris Jeffries, and former UMB Student Trustee, Pantea Fatemi Ardestani, a graduating
Biology major and Chinese minor, each comP|etecl digital stories through AsAmSt in Spring 2018.



Individual Major in Asian American Studies

Helen Dang Ngo (Ngé Pang Helen)

I am a second generation queer Vietnamese American womxn. | am a daughter of reFugees, born and
raised in Chelsea, MA, where I was the first child in my Familg to be born inthe U.S.

I got introduced to Asian American Studies on my first dag of orientation at UMB when the director of

the Asian American Student Success Program, Patricia Neilson, sPotted me in the sea of first years. |
signed up for my first Asian American Studies (AsAmSt) courses not knowing what to expect. Since then,
Imade ita Prioritg to take an AsAmSt course every semester. While constantlg gee]ing lost evergwhere else
in my life, Asian American Studies centered me. It felt like each class led me to find Pieces of mysehc. In
2015, when I was Presenting at the national Asian Pacific Americans in Higher Education (APAHE)
conference tl’lrougl'x AsAmSt 497 Teaching and Learning in Asian American Studies, | was so moved bg
the Presenters and the workshops. It made me reflect a lot about my eclucationa]journeg. Then I came to
a realization that my true Passion was Asian American Studies. Not on!g was | drawn to the Pedagoglj and
Praxis of the Asian American Studies Program; it was the space for me to reclaim mgse“j and all of my
intersecting identities. It allowed me to connect the dots of the hxstorical and social context and my Familg
and communities’ experiences. The fire 1 had burned brighter and motivated me to seek the cl’lange ]

wanted to see in the world.



AsAmSt insPire& me to take agency to address these issues aiclcecting my communities. While Iwas a
student leader on campus, I used Asian American Studies as a framework to hold discussions within the
Asian Student Center about different issues aiq:ecting Asian American communities, knowing that not
everyone had the oPPor’cuni’cg and the time to take these classes. Througi'i the Asian American Student
Success Program, I was able to take conversations deeper ]:)g taking lead at the Night Market event where
we created interactive stations for the larger UMass Boston campus about these issues. Never Feeling
satisfied, | sought to create bigger change beyond the campus. Recognizing that co”ege isa Privilege and
ti'iinking about who “wasn’t in the room,” | refocused my energjes into grassroots organizing, After taking
AsAmSt 423 Boston’s Asian American Communities in 2015, | decided to take a leap into community
organizing, | followed up on the work from the class around housing issues in Chinatown and Participated
in the “Rigiit to Remain” camPaign. Since then, 1 have grown and honed in on my skills as an organizer
through my work in civic engagement, housing, and anti~deportation work within the Vietnamese

community, loca”g and nationa”g.

with the knowledge I have gaine& and the impac‘c the Asian American Studies Program has had on me, |
hope to continue my work in community activism. The Program ecluiPPecl me with the knowledge and
context to have claritg and be very intentional about my work. Most imPortan’c]H, it has allowed me to
dream. One of my ultimate goals istoruna nonProFit that serves you’chs of color in Providing the
resources that theg need, ranging from Ieadership building to co”ege access. This goai is very Personal to
my own story. | wouldn’t be where 1 am toclag without the nonProFits and mentors heiping me through my
educationa]journeg, esPeciallg in initia”g aPPlging for co”ege. So, I strive to be a part of or start upa
nonProFit that suPPor’cs young Peop]e and gives them access to these oPPor‘tunitieS. | cannot see mgselic
growing without my communities }:)eing there beside me along the way. I want to be that bri&ge that
connects my communities to the OPPortunities that heiped build me up- In asPiring to be a 9outi1 worker, |
intend to Aojust that.

To be i\ere, at this very moment, it all still feels like a dream to me. Even as | imagjne walking across that
stage, | am trying to process that after all of my six years at UMB -~ the academic Probation, the
countless times | wanted to quit -~ Pm 1Ciria”9 here. The imPostor sgnclrome (a collection of ?ee]ings of
inaciecluacg that Persist desPite evident success) has been sometiiing that I've battled since | aPP]ied for
co”ege. No matter what successes or dreams | hacl, it alwags felt like I never belongecl in higher education
or that | could never make it. Growing up in a low-income household and in a community where there was
an aura that PeoPle like us didrn’t make it, 1 felt this gui]’c to stop my education and work to Fu“g support
my parents. | felt defeated before the Fight started. It was th rougii spaces like the Asian American Studies
Program and the Asian American Student Success Program that | felt like | beiongecl here which gave me
the strengtii to Persist clesPite my barriers. I:acu]ty and staff that became my Famiig were my motivators
and insPirations who believed in me and gave me the skills and oPPortunities to grow. As | walk forward on
the road Pavec[ l:)g insPiring activists and mentors before me, | hoPe to create a similar Patl"l for Peopie
after me, esPeciang for those who never saw themselves making it this far and surviving througii their own

traumas and the traumas Passed onto them.



with each step I take, | dedicate it to the People in my life who suPPorted me to be here. 1 do this for my
ancestors. Generations of resilience have led me to this Point. I do this for my parents. Their sacrifice and
unconditional love give me streng’clﬁ to Persist. I do this for my communities, for those who can’t be here at
this moment with me and those who have yetto getto this Point. Tl'leg are my inspiration and the fuel to
my fire for socia[justice. I do this for my mentors. Tl’]eg saw my Iigl’l’c and helped me to not on]g see it, but
to also hone it. I do this for my younger selfin l’]igl’l school and for me in 2014. We made it. We're here.
Now let’s keeP on going,

Hung An Ngug?:n

My Familg comes from the war-torn country Vietnam. My Dad Fought in the Vietnam war with the Southern
Vietnamese side and when we lost the war, he was Put into a re-education camp. He staye& there for
about eight years. Once he was released, he was able to bring my Family to the United States. Theg
Picl(ecl Boston because of the goocl education here. My Familg consists of my Dad, Mom, one sister and
two brothers. Theg arrived in 1992 and | was born in 1993, making me the first and onlg oneinmy Familg to
be born in the United States. Growing up wasn’t easy. My parents ended up divorcing and I was bullied in
school for beinggag. I spent years trying to Figure mysellC out while maintaining Fami]g values and
exPectations. I navigate& tlﬁrough the school systems 139 not oPening up to my 1Cami|g about the bu”ying I
was experiencing because | felt like the consequences of them ]earning that | was gay were more harmful.
For someone who identifies with both gay and Asian identities, coming out to their Familg canbe a very
stressful thing, and the situation goes the other way as well. For the Familg members, Fin&ing out that their
child/sibling is gay can also be very stressful. His Familg has to g0 through the process of clealing with
their internalized homophobia.uThroug]ﬁ all the heartache and s’cruggles, Ifound a great support system
on the way. I'm blessed for my Familg who relearned how to love me for who 1 am. Todag, | stand in front of
you as a PROUD GAYSIAN whois Fina”g graduating with their degree in Asian American Studies.

Part of my suPPort system were the friends | found at MAP for Health, a program in Chinatown that
works to imProve the Asian community’s sexual health, inc]uding HIV/AIDS. Theg have a peer leaders
gou’ch program that | was involved in. At MAP, I listened and learned about many narratives in the Asian
American communitg. | started to care more about my communi’cg and I wanted to contribute. My mentor
Sarath Suongis a very known and we||~resPectecl Figure in the Queer API community and I wanted to be
jus’c like him. sarath would take the Peer Leaders to many different National Conferences to present our
stories and issues. He believed so much in the power of young leaders’ voices. MAP for Health deFinitelg
igni’ced a huge fire within mgsehc. I was inspired and determined to bejust as great like sarath. Sarath
invited the Peer Leaders to 8th annual AsAmSt 370 Digital Storyte”ing showcase in 2012. This was my first
time exPeriencing student work from one of the courses that Asian American Studies has to offer. Earlier
that semester, Professor Loan Dao had me Present as a Guest SPeaker on “How To Be An Allg” to the
LGBTQ Community. During this semester, | was half way done with my one-year break from academia. |
left the Digi’cal Storgte”ing event, knowing that I wanted to go to UMass Boston.
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My first Asian American Studies course was Southeast Asians in the US with Professor Sl’lirleg Tang. |
have never taken any course like this before. | Feltjust as safe in this class like how | felt safe at MAP for

Health. My classmates and I shared many Personal stories and we bonded. I knew I wanted to continue to



take these classes. SPring 2015 was here and 1 knew that | wanted to take the Asian American Media
Literacy 370 Course. | wanted to share my story. | like to think that my 370 video I']elP launched my
activism and my name }:)eing recognized. | shared my &igital story at national conferences, community
workslﬁops, grac:luate~leve| classes, and many great sPeaking engagements at Places such as Harvard. |
was even the first reciPient of the Agents of Cl'lange Award at the Largest National LGBTQ Creating
C]'wange Conference in 2014. This also l’lClPCCl me lift the burden that had kep’c me from being able to come
out to my Familg about my bu”ging. I was Fa”ing in love with the work 1 was cloing in the community and

realized that a major in Education, Business or Math wouldn’t make me happg.

Having an individualized major in Asian American Studies means that | took 10 different Asian American
Studies courses. Each course was able to have such a great imPact inmy life. 1Hound mgselmc within these
courses. Through the many exercises, circle groups, Familg and community oral his’cories, intensive writing
and Production Projects, peer mentoring, ProFessors, guest sPeakers... I found the missing Pieces that |
needed to link togetl']er my Queer identi’cy and my Vietnamese identitg. As | finish up my un&ergracl

exPerience at UMass Boston, | know there will alwags be more to learn and I'm reaclg.

lwas ]uckg enough to have found a great Fu”~’cimejob while wraPPing up my final year at UMass Boston. |
work at Fenway Health — the largest LGBTQ health center in Boston. My Primargjob is to Provide proper
health care to queer and trans folk of color. I achieve this 139 l’]elPing folks with applging to Health
insurance, Routine STD/HIV testing, connecting them to medical Providers, and other resources. | Plan to
use my clegree and exPeriences in Asian American Studies at Fenway Health 139 &eclicating my energy
towards helPing this community. Not only is it often hard to come out in Asian families, but queer APls are
often left out of the narratives in straight Asian American and Queer communities. | am working to find
ways to Provide the resources and suPPort that my Gaysian communitg may need. Fenway Health has a
rnajoritg of white workers and I want to be able to make use of my time there bg beinga visible APl who
isn’t quie’c and will sPeak up for our community. We are entitled to owning our own health. We need proper
health care, including mental health. And our health is worth Fighting for. Togetl']er we can end any stigma
that hurts individuals and a community as a whole. We can put the emPhasis on humanity of all People and

not castjudgment because of who theg are.

Once you are involved with the Asian American Studies Program, you become a part of this big Familg and
network. I know that | met some Pretty great allies cluring my time here at UMass Boston and | know that
tl’ieg will have my back. 1 l’!OPC to return to UMass Boston with even more experience under my belt and in
hopes that there will be soon be a Queer Asian American Studies course offered in our curriculum. It’s
about s’canding up, sPeaking out and e&ucating others. Follow your heart and concentrate on what you

want to say to the world.
You run your world. And your voice is enough.

Slag always.



Tommy Ngugen

lama seconcheneration Vietnamese American man of Po]itical FC]CUSCC backgrouncl. I am the first in my

Family to graduate with a 1Cour~9ear Aegree. My academic career has been a s’cruggle growing up,
beginning in kindergarten with my first susPension. Since then, each year was more cha”enging than the
last, and the suspensions and detentions multiplied every year. | was kept back twice in ninth gracle and
never gracluatecl high school. 1 Pursued my GED, but | clroPPeA out of co”ege three times after that and
started to believe that | am not cut out to be in l’]igher education. I was known to be what is called

“invisib]e”, a “statistic” that dwells in marginalized communities.



On my fourth attempt at co”ege, I took a P]acement test and realized that I couldn’t compu’ce simple math
without a calculator. I couldrn’t Put two sentences togetner to form a structured Paragrapl'i, even ti'iougn
Englisi'i is my first Ianguage. This time, I utilized the free tutoring service and dedicated all my time to
education. At the end of two years, | managed to complete my transfer program, made the dean’s ]ist, and

was invited tojoin the honors society.

My eclucationa]journeg then continued at UMass Boston. Having a[reaclg sacrificed two years to full-time
school, I was in between a rock and a hard Place. As a non-traditional student, I had to dedicate an
enormous amount of time to iearning, making up for lost time in K. tnrougn 12. This left no time for me to
wor|<, yet | managecl tofind a Par‘t~timejob atagas station/auto rePair snop cluplex where | was
administering the snoP myseiic, Fi“inggas, clerical work, and ’ceacning myse]F how to service routine
maintenance on a variety of motor vehicles. The work was underpaid, clirtg, dangerous, and under
extreme outdoor weather conditions varying l:)g seasons. | was mistreated i:)g my bossJ but I couldn’t
afford to quit mgjo!:). During the winter, he would shut off the nea’cing system on the c]ags I work to save
money andasa resu]t, I was suFFering from acute frostbites on my hands and toes. These arejust some

examPles of what 1 had to exPerience and endure to complete my co”ege education.

As an Asian American Studies rnajor, I seek to help the Asian American communities across the nation,
loca”HJ and those abroad. 1 am Passionate about nelping PeoPle who have similar life exPeriences to mine
while also suPPor’cing their families. During my time as a student, | have served on the executive board for
UMass Boston’s Asian Student Center where | co-hosted a fresh collaboration between the Asian
student clubs in nopes of bui]cling bridges. I have served on the executive board for Dorchester’s non-
Promcit Networking Organization of Vietnamese Americans (NOVA), Former]y known as Vietnamese
American Communitg Network (VACN) or TnangLong. We have collaborated with local law enforcement
and other community networks to support the 3ou’ci1 of Vietnamese Americans from the inner city. | have
served on the steering committee board for the community mural Prcject Producecl in 2017 on the exterior
of Pho Hoa restaurant along Dorchester Avenue that depicts Vietnamese American i'ieritage, identitg,
and resilience. I have served on the executive board for IMAXX Beauty Supply, a distributor and
wholesaler of nail suPP]ies in New England, tnrougn which I'have visited over 200 nail salons in New

Engiancl, met with the owners and empioyees, listened to their Prob]ems and offered solutions.

During my time serving the Asian American communities tnrougn these organizations, | have learned that
our communities have a lot of “invisible Peopie” and that there is an urgent need for action to support our
communities. Now, | am read9 to graduate, do more with my new sets of sl<i”s, and ne[P cl'iange the world

to be a better P]ace to live for all of us.



Program~o{:~5tuclg in Asian American Studies

Darlene Nguycn Dao

lama seconcheneration Vietnamese American born in Boston, majoring in Studio Art and concentrating
in graphic clesign and illustration. Before attending UMass Boston, | was active in the gouth program,
Coalition for Asian Pacific American Youth (CAPAY) that was Part of the AsAmSt Program. During my
CAPAY time, the coordinator, Tri Quacl’x, taugl'xt me to strengkl'xen my voice, Ieaclersl'lip) and organization.
When | always wondered as a child whg Asian Americans are not often cast in Ho”ywoocl movies unless
given s’cereotgpical roles, CAPAY taught me the institutionalized inequalitg behind it. | spent my higl’l
school extracurricular activities time in CAPAY and | was given !earning oPPortunities such as the four I's
of OPPression that | was never taugl'xt in the Boston Public Schools’ educational system. | was very into
Asian American Studies before co”ege. When I decided to go to UMass Boston, the AsAmSt Program
office was where | spent my break time in between classes to do l'xomework, talk with other students, or
find oPPortunities to do more creative works for Asian American Studies. After my first year of trying to
be a biologg major, I realized that it was not for me. With the support of Tr, 1 cl’xanged my major to Art

which 1 had been Passiona’ce about since I was young, clesPite my Parents’ exPectation and worries.



| was encouraged to take AsAmSt courses, but it never rea“g fit into my schedule. I sat in Professor
Sl'lir]ey Tang's classes a few time before I took my first course, Cambodian American Culture and
Community (AsAmSt 270) in Fall 2014 1 learned so much about the unsPoken I’listorg and exPeriences of
my classmates’ Parents that | wanted to learn more. Since tnen, I have taken one Asian American Studies
course every semester. As | took more AsAmSt courses, | learned about my historical background,
Parents’ exPeriences as Vietnamese re]cugees, and my own cultural backgrouncl. | was not alwags Proud to
be Vietnamese because of all the ridicule lgotasa child where my Ianguage and my Parents’ Englisn
accents were being mocked. | Praisecl Japanese and Korean culture because of how their English accents
and culture were Praised and desired. It wasn’t until co”ege that | realized my culture is a beautiful thing
and that I should be Proucl of who 1 am and where | came from. lgaine& alot from these courses, the
historical backgrouncls of Asian American communities and issues that Asian Americans faced and still are
Facing now. SHOWing up to the Asian American Studies office has given me creative oPPor’cuni’cies such as
making an art installation about resisting systemic oPPression. This installation involved rePresentinga
wall built to divide us and a space for People to write ways how tneg have deconstructed the tnings that
divided us or ways have tneg broken down similar barriers. I was imPactecl 139 this Prcject because I did not
exPect many students to come 135 to write their stories and | realized many of us have a lot of say about

the sgstemic OPPression amongst us. Our voice matters.

I want to be able to do more for my communi’c9 and for the AsAmSt Program because I was able to receive
so much from my experiences here. 1 did not think that the Prcv’ects 1 did for my AsAmSt courses would be
part of the AsAmSt archives until my last semester before graduation when | saw my old works being used
in our AsAmSt 30+ years exhibition ga”erg space. Never would 1 have tnoug}wt that we will use them again
after the Projects were over. Then in Teaching & Learningin Asian American Studies (AsAmSt 497), | had
touse my digital story from my AsAmSt 370 course to Present at the national Asian Pacific Americans in
Hig]']er Education (APAHE) conference in a Panel Focusing on issues of sexual harassment and violence/
silence in the experiences of Asian American women students at UMB. | realized that my works did matter
and can be used for educational purposes at any given Point. Wherever | may go in the future, I want to
use my creative works to insPire goutlﬁs to learn more about their roots and have them exPerience what |
have exPerienced tnrouglﬁ CAPAY. | want to continue doing more work, being creative and co”aborating
with 5ouths, nelpingtnem to learn more, s’crengtnening their voices and ]eadersnip ski“s,jus’c like 1 did.

Nia Duong

I was born in 1988; 1 am the first daug]’vter of an Amerasian womyn from the southwestern Province called
An Giang, Vietnam. The name An Giang means peaceifu/r/ver. An Giang is the most beautiful Place in
Vietnam. It is full of rich Khmer, Cham, and ethnic Chinese cultural nistory. Some would sayitis a farmer’s
dream Paraclise but yet there are alwags troubles in Paradise. My Familg lived in poverty and survived a
war. Eventua”g we decided to leave our country. My Familg spent é months in the Pni]iPPines before our
migration to the United States in 1992. Since then | grew up in an ethnic Vietnamese neignborlﬁoo& of
Dorclﬁes’cer, Massachusetts. Mg ramilg sPent 25 years reconstructing home in the U.S.



Reconstructing home in America is an ongoing realitg for most Vietnamese families of reFugee/immigrant
background. The women in my Family value education because it is the one ’ching that theg never had the
chance to achieve on their own terms. T]’)eﬂ sacrificed a lot to take care of my sister and 1. I have never
xcu”y understood their struggles until now. I also never imagined how a co”ege education can transform a
person like me until 1 completecl my un&ergracluate studies at UMass Boston in December 2017. 1 truly
believe that my student exPerience at UMass Boston would be bland without Asian American Studies.
Respectpullg | use the word bland to describe my educational Patl']way because | strugg[ed to learn class
materials during my earlg years in Boston Public Schools. The act of gindingjog in learning was very

difficult, but 1 came to aPPreciate education now.

Asian American Studies at UMass Boston is very sPecial. I can say with confidence that it has made a long
lasting imPact onmy life. 1found my sense of be]onging after taking Southeast Asians in the (1.5. AsAmSt
2251 taught bg Dr. Shirleg Tang, Before this class, | s’crugglecl with unc{erstanding my Familg’s his’corg and
migration exPeriences. | was ashamed of being Vietnamese and didn’t accept to Practice my Vietnamese
culture. 1felt detached from my Asian American i&entity. However, 225 became the grand mark of a new
beginning. I learned about my mother’s Amerasian background, war, clisplacement, trauma, re]cugee
exPeriences, and more. My exPeriences growing upasa Vietnamese born American woman is signhcicant

knowledge. I am a better person because of my Asian American Studies exPerience.



Asian American Studies also informed my art education to become a better artist. | am not onig an artist
butlama Proud Vietnamese-born American woman artist. | often explore and represent Asian American
themes of women issues, legacies of war, trauma, identitg, and more. My art Practice is meaningicul
because I draw from Personal exPeriences as an Asian American. | couldn’t do it without Asian American
Studies. In the near future I want to pursue a master’s Aegree to become an art educator and working
artist based in Boston. | want to work with the Asian American Population using art as a communicative
tool for growth and hea]ing‘ I want to be an active member of my own community. | want to gjve back like

how Asian American Studies at UMass Boston has given purpose tomy life.

Yeon-ho Kim

I am a Korean American. | was born in Korea, moved to Tennessee, and Primariig grew up in California. |
came to Boston five years ago to attend UMass Boston. | graduated with a bachelor’s degree in

Economics and a Program~ot~stucig in Asian American Studies. | currentig work with tech star‘tuPs.

I was first introduced to AsAmSt througi'i the AASSP office. | needed an intermediate seminar course for
graciuation, and Pratna Kem introduced me to Dr. Loan Dao’s Rise Up! Asian American Leaa’ers/w'f) and
Social Change course. From tl’iere, a “switch was iquPed” and | began to “see” things &itterentiy, Paging
more attention to the outcomes and intents of systems. AsAmSt gave me many oPPortunities and
guidance to exPlore this new Perspective that has left a Iasting imPact onmy life. AsAmst taught me the
imPortance of i&entity, voice, space, and rigl'its. by far the most important lesson I learned while here has
been that there is no end to the work. I have learned through their Peciagogg that this process will
continue on Post~gra<iuation. The sense of community | felt in the AsAmSt office heipecl me shape a

communitg CISCWi’lCrC on camPus as WC”.



My future Plans are not clear, but what 1 will carry with me, critical lens, wider Perspectives, greater
aPPreciation for communal historical spaces, and agents of change, are tl'lings I cannot turn off. These
are lessons that have alreaclg proven useful in my work, and | am excited to see where else | can make

connections and l’!OW ClSC | can hClP

Hiéu Lé

lam a 1.5 Vietnamese American, born in Hong Kong where my Paren’cs met as reFugees Fo”owing the
Vietnam War. Under the Resettlement OPPortunitH for Vietnamese Returnees (ROVR) program, we
moved to the U.S. when I was four years old, and settled in Fall River, Massachusetts where | had grown
up until coming to UMass Boston for co”ege. I am the oldest of my Parents’ four children and the first to
attend co”ege. I excelled in school until  faced mental health issues cluring the time | entered co”ege.
Seekinga Place that would be able to accommodate PeoPle like me, | came to UMass Boston. When I was
close to Failing out of school the Asian American Studies Program and Asian American Student Success
Program l'xelped and suPPorted me to remain in school. Now I will be graduating with a degree in Exercise

and Health Sciences.



I entered the health field due to my interest in medical science as well as naving the urge to he[P others
t]’]rough a holistic health Practice that I felt | never got. A clﬁa”enge that I have had to face Persona”g is my
Parents not understancling the concePt of mental health or that theg, too, have mental health issues.
Higl']er education was irnPortant to me because it was a way to better my life. At first it was an escape from
my Familg anda way to leave my Problems behind. 1t was tlﬁrougl'l ’caking one course that oPened the
discussion for me around mental health and issues within the Asian American community. This led me
taking more courses which allowed me to view education as a way to help imProve my Familg and
community. These Asian American Studies classes allowed me to see the health clisParities with my
community as well as other communities of color. Thanks to this, lam not onlg aware of the issues but

have been exPosed to methods and tools that can equip me to imProve such conditions in the future.

After| comPlete my next educational goal with a Master’s degree in Occupationa] Tlﬁerapy, my P]an is to
return to the field and Provide care to my community while using the things I learned in Asian American
Studies to create a program that empowers and equips individuals of color with the tools necessary to fill
the gap in the health care system when it comes to cultural and language barriers and imProve their overall
care. Through better understanding mysehc and my Familg 135 working in an Asian American academic
environment, | grew the urge to do something for others who don’t have the cultural capital to do so.
There are issues that | believe onlg someone who comes from it first-hand can understand, and help
improve, and I'm one of those ]uckg and educated individuals. with my education | want to create a model

that is transferable across different Asian American Populations as well as other ethnic communities.

Minh Anh Phan

! immigrated to the U.S when I was onlg 2 years old with my parents and my two older brothers. | grew up in
a small town outside of OaHand, CA called Alameda until my gamilg moved to Massachusetts. We moved
around a lot, starting in Worcester and then Boston, Quincy, and Wegmoutlﬁ resPectivelg. My dad was
sick a lot when we first started living in Boston and as a result | was raised mostlg }:)9 my Mother and my
brothers at the time. Growing up I was not very Proud of my Vietnamese heritage because in Public
schools, I felt that not sPeaking English immediatelg made you an outcast. Now I'm gratemcu] for being able

to live and grow with a Familg that allowed me to see how imPor‘tant my Vietnamese heritage is.

Origina”y | wasjust looking at Asian American Studies classes in order to fulfill some requirements for my
major but I was immediate]y drawn in l:)g the comfort and suPPort from the staff and the once-strangers,
now friends in the classroom. Every other class that wasn’t Asian American Studies was almost like a
desert with very little interaction besides a question here and there. Asian American Studies gave me a
second home where | can express my thoughts and Feelings in a safe space. This safe space allowed me to
regain my composure that all the rest of my classes striPPed from me throughout the clag. So as soon |
took my first Asian American Studies course with Peter, | went out of my way to alwags include classes of

some sort. The reason for this was that not on[9 to learn the material from the course, but to gain new



ways to think and articulate mgseii: that wasn’t ti'iroughjust simpig tgPing an essay or giving a group
Presenta’cion. | rea”g would not know the type of person lam tociag without being involved in AsAmSt.
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As a math major, there is not a lot to see at first about how to use or aPPiH such irnPortant ideas and
lessons learned in Asian American Studies. The more courses | took, however, the more I found mgselic
introduced to more Peopie in the field and more Possibilities to integrate my skills in so many ways.
Whether it’s the Possibiiitg of writing a research paper or going into the field and conductinga s’cudg, itis
someti’iing I would want to revisit so | can integrate the mindset and classwork that I have done in Asian
American Studies. | hoPe to work in the Future and getmy PhD in a statistics field and eventualig teach
and do research regarciing material | have learned in Asian American Studies. The lessons and the friends
I have made from Asian American Studies are sometiiing I will carry for life, because co”ege oniy takes up

a small Portion of your existence while meaningi:ui Peopie, lessons and reiationships can last a lifetime.

Ammang Tg

I am a second generation Cambodian American (iaugi'iter of reicugees. Jam graduating with a bachelor
ciegree in Engiisii and Honors with a Program~oF~stud9 in Asian American Studies. I grew up in
Dorchester, going to school in the BPS system. With the invitation of my older sister who was also going
to UMass Boston at the time, | began sitting in on AsAmSt classes and in the Program’s spaces,
interacting with staff, i:acuitg, and students when I was 14 years old. During my senior year of higi’i sci'iooi,
the program with AASSP support enabled me to attend that year’s East Coast Asian American Student



Union (ECAASW) conference and | sPent my summer in the program office working on a mural. Before |
even matriculated at UMass Boston, the program was always welcoming to me. | never tl’xought much of my
interactions with the program while in high school, but it was a huge factorin my choice to go to UMass

Boston. | wanted to learn more about mgse”j and my I’listory, and I knew I could do it here in this program.

In my first semester at UMass Boston, one of my first classes was with Professor Sl’lir]eg Tangin AsAmSt
270: Cambodian American Culture and Community. As one of only three Cambodian American Studies
courses offered nationa”g, | was luckg enough to have this as my first co”ege class. From this course |
learned about my ?amilg historg, inclu&ing important Pieces of mysehcl hadn’t known I had been missing. In
my third year, | took AsAmSt 370: Asian American Media Literacy. | realized the power of my voice and the
imPortance of my own story. That same year | took AsAmSt 397 APPlie& Research in Asian American
Studies with Son Ca Lam. This course was grounde& in the dailg Practices of my own mother. Growing up
in an educational system that made my historg invisib]e, that invalidated my real-life Personal exPeriences,
the Asian American Studies Program transformed the way | viewed my education and my Position in

shaping it.

A core of what I learned in this program has been about mgsehc. However, in learning about mgse]F I have
built the caPacit9 to see begoncl mgse]p. I have learned more about my communitg and the local
communities in Boston through classes like AsAmSt 42%: Boston’s Asian American Communities and
AsAmSt 497: Teacl’ming and Learning in Asian American Studies, which have exPanded my interest in
working with and for the community. Using my art and writing, | hoPe to continue Proclucing content that

can advocate for marginalizecl communities.



Recognizing Graduate Student Contributions

Danielle Godon-Decoteau (20iA), Ph.D., Clinical Psychologg

Most People know me as Danielle Godon~Decoteau, which is [argelg how I know myselxc. However, before
I was Danie”e, I was born ZIo§Z. AdoPtecl at 3 months old from South Korea, my loving (adoPtive) Fami!g
raised me in a sma”) Predominantly Whi’ce, suburb in Massachusetts. For most of my lhce, | simultaneouslg
tried to gain distance from my Asian-ness while also not Fu”g understanding what it meant to be Asian or
Asian American. It was onlg when | started Pursing my M.A.in Psgcnology at Mount Holgoke Co”ege that
| began tl’xinkingabout beinga Korean adoPtee. Subsecluentlg) while workingtoward my Ph.D. in clinical
Psgchologg at UMass Boston, | had the space and tremendous suPPort of my mentor, peers, and

AsAmSt to exPlore, make sense of, and u]timatelg embrace my Asian American identitg.



Since | l)egan stuclgingtransracial adoption, I have felt a strong Personal connection to my research. This
connection naturallu evolved into an exPloration of my exPeriences with internalized racism. Learning
about anti-Asian American racism PromPtecl me to reflect upon parts of my life while growing up ttirougl'i
anew lens and recognize the ways in which 1 had internalized it. 1was eventuallg able to name the racism
that was Previouslu so normalized and hidden in Plain sigl'it. The liberation that came with recognizing and
lal)eling anti-Asian American racism made me dedicated to teactiing Asian American Psgcl'iologu——l lwoPecl
to l)ring liglit to the ways in which racialization oppresses Asian Americans and empower other Asian
Americans to recognize and reject racism. The l)riglit and engaged students who | had the honor of
teacl'iing in PSYCH/AsAmSt 2381 l'iigliliglited the transformational and interactive exPerience of

education and insPired me to continue eclucating myselt and others.

My academic and Personal experiences at UMass Boston and with AsAmSt have made me cleePlg
committed to socialjustice. One way that I will work toward dismantling oPPressive systems is lau
continuing to research, teach, and raise awareness about racism and its effect on Asian Americans. | have
also learned the imPortance of reflection upon my own exPeriences and biases and will continue to do so
going forward in the academic and clinical work that | pursue. | know that this can be cliallenging, and am
forever gratetul for the suPPort I have had at UMass Boston and with AsAmSt, esPeciallg my mentor Dr.

Karen Suyemoto, for cultivating the foundation for me to grow.

Raumond Chiu, M.S., Rehabilitation Counseling

As an undergracl at UMass Boston, | was very active in Asian American Studies and gracluated in 2012 with
a clegree in Exercise Plysiologu. Since ttien, I was also worl<ing with the South Shore YMCA for six years
utilizing my skills as an Exercise leusiologist to work with PeoPle with disabilities such as SPinal Cord
lnjury, 5trol<e, AmPutee, MultiPle Sclerosis and much more. 1had Planned to go back to school for
Pl’iusical Ttierapg, but tl'irougl'i AsAmSt, | found a great training oPPortunitu in the School for Global
Inclusion And Social Development, and am now comPleting my gracluate studies in Rehabilitation
Counseling. Switcl'iing careers was a l:)ig deal for me as 1 had never envisioned mgselt as a Counselor, but
here lam! Iam currentlu worl<ing as a Career DeveloPment SPecialist/Counselor with PeoPle who have

Intellectual Disabilities tlirougti an agency named Work Inc

During my gracluate internsliip, I worked with many clients with disabilities. However, there were few Asian
Americans in the group. I know for a fact that there are Asian Americans out there who need these
sPecial services. Even tliougti lam lailingual/l:viliterate in Cl'iinese, my counseling Practice so far has had
few Asian American Individuals whom I am in cliarge of assisting, | l’10PC I with more exPerience and
outreacli, I can Provide services to Asian American communities without them tacing barriers of cost,

language, culture, or stigma.
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Ever since | had encountered AsAmSt, | felt like 1 had connected with a new Familg. I'tried to stay
interactive with the Hearly Melon Cl’xallenge in the 425 class. 1 Findjoy in seeing the reaction in students
using my Melons and comPeting ina cooking cna”enge with my Product to see who has the best reciPel
As ]ong the weather works with me cluring the summer, | want to try and keeP the tradition alive! But aside
from tl’la’c, I want to connect with the students who are disabled at UMass Boston. I had noticed there are
a large number of Asian American students with disabilities at UMass Boston and | want to see if I can
branch out to work on a side Project on how to create services for them. There are so many resources
out tl’xere, it's a matter of sPreading the news out to the rigl'xt People. I want to let these individuals know
that reacl’xing out for helP is not looked down upon or stigmatizecl. This idea will Potentially be my long~
term Prcjec’c and magbe I could turn it into a doctoral Prcject if 1 want to continue with my education.

Van Vu, M.S., Rehabilitation Counseling

I was born in Vietnam and came to the US in 2007 for school. lgra&uate& from UMass Boston in 2012 with
abSin Biochemis’cry and also took Asian American Studies courses. After working in the community

health field for a few years, | returned to UMB and am gracluating with an MS in Rehabilitation Counseling

from the School for Global Inclusion and Social Development.



I Plan to continue working to imProve health services in the Vietnamese community. | hoPe to leverage my
bilingua] and bicultural knowledge to bridge the gaps that currentlg exist for non~Eng|ish sPeakers. Many
in the Vietnamese community need (Jisabilitg and other services but do not have the language abilitg or
knowledge to access those services. Many more People with multiP]e language abilities are needed in the
field. 1am one of them. Inthe future, I also hopc to P]ag a bigger role in administration and Polic9~mal<ing

areas in order to have an even larger imPact in imProving health care for the Vietnamese communitg.

vi tri c]uach, M.S., Transnational Cultural and Community
Studies (TCCS)

born in Vietnam. There was this war tl'ling that l'xacljust haPPenecl but what I remember is Plaging in the
dirt. | remember waiting at the break of dawn to getona boatJ coming across some Thai Pirates. Then
there was this re]cugee camp tl‘ring but I remember green aPPles, boats made out of soda cans, waiting for
coconuts to fall from trees. P]aging with marbles and kee ing the best marbles my brother won in a small
iar filled with water. There was a being sl’ﬁpped to a church in the middle of nowhere America tl'ling.

Followed 139 the Ieaving for Boston because there was no other person of colorin the town. But |



remember Playing in my first snow, drawing my first Santa in school that led to Arawing comics at home
that led to making art with purpose. Somewhere in there, there was also Finding community, struggling for
justice and tryingto live alife of purpose.

An unintended consequence of completing the MS program in TCCS has been a refocus on comPieting
my Personal art Prcy’ects. A children’s book, a short story, a comic, and a couple of documentaries that
have been sitting at the end of my to-do list have now been moved to the front. This summer and the
coming years will hopcncu”g bring complete endings to these and many otherideas bouncing around in my

head. 1 am excited about and look forward to these new cha”enges.

And 1 would not have gotten to this OPPortuni’cg now if it were not for many People. Where others may be
luckier in wealth and ma’cerial, I feel alittle guiltg Possessing more than my share of luck in Friendships and

Family. lam Proucl to count my Friendships by decades. Thanks to all who suPPortecl mgjourney and who |
call friend.



Rccognizing Career Contributions

Kunthary Mum Thai-Johnson

I am a Khmer American woman and retugee, claugtlter of Mrs. Loeung vim and the late Mr. Thav Thai. Mg
tamilg and | escapecl the Khmer genocide in1979. We lived in retugee camps for five years before we
relocated to the US--to a small town in Pennsy]vania~~in 1984, when Iwas 12 years old. Atthe age of 12,1
had the Privi]ege of entering a formal school setting for the first time and was P]acecl in the fourth grade.
My first exPerience with formal education was contusing. I felt uncertain and realized how much 1 didnt
know. As a fourth grader, I didn’t know how to sPeak, read, or write in Eng[istx. | barely knew the
alphabet. My will to survive in this new country didn’t allow me tojust be the tHPical teenager, not that
angtlﬁing inmy life has ever been tgPicat. Any free time | had after school 1 was consumed reading Curious
George books, watctﬂng soap operas, and t)eing the gate keeper for my tami]g’s atfairs, from grocery
shoPPing, Paging bi”s, accompanging my parents to their doctors aPPointments and attempting to
translate. Having a strong work ettﬁcl determination and will to survive was not something ljust ha&, |
learned all of it from ot)serving my parents. My parents were adamant about keePing my siblings and me
alive during the Khmer Rouge and after the genocicle never let us be seParatecl again. The first time my
tarnilg was gjven Permission to come to the us, my dad refused to leave the retugee camp because it
would have meant that we had to leave my oldest sister and her tamilg behind. We waited three more years
until all of us were able to migrate to the US togetlwer. My Parents’ strength and courage enabled me to

become the vocal and strong Khmer woman I am todag. To invoke an Ubantu Provert), “l am what | am

because of who we all are.”




Once my icamiig moved to Boston, | was connected with a UMass Boston Pre~co”egiate program called
Urban Scholars which allowed me to be on the UMass Boston campus and interact with some of the first
generation Khmer students who were in co”ege at that time. While in the Urban Scholars Program, |
would see several of the Khmer reicugee students, such as Bong Mum, Bong Mara, Bong Navy, and Bong
Vesna, studging in the Ryan Lounge. That was my first encounter with the Asian American Studies
Program in the late 80’s. After graduating from iiign school with a lot of ne]P from my great mentors,
inciuding Joan Becker and Ronald Inniss, | was accePted on sci'ioiarsiiip to a great iberal arts co”ege in
Boston. However, in being there, | started to feel left out and 1 i:)egan to question my identitg as an Asian
American woman and to cluestion what that meant. 1 have a|wa35 felt 1 didmt fit in among the Asian
students, esPecia”g at that Private, Prestigious institution. | wanted to learn more about my iieritage and
jus’c what it meant to be Asian. The co”ege I was a’c’cending was trying to diversity their campus i:)g
accePting more students of coior, but was umcortunatelg not Oici:ering courses to reflect those students’
i'ieritages. A friend of mine showed me the UMass Boston courses cataiog and | became fixated on taking
the “Southeast Asians in the US”. In order to take a course from UMass Boston and have my credits
transncer, I had to write an aPPeai letter and exPlain the reason wny I needed to take a class at the less
Prestigious Public university. | did, and in the Pe’cition letter, | asked them how tney were exPec’cing me to
graduate from their fine institution and be readg to work in the Asian American community when tiieg

didn’t even offer any courses that would allow me to gain any icnowiedge about the communitg.

That first AsAmSt course | took in my undergraduate years oPened my eyes to my ignorance about my
Southeast Asian brothers and sisters. | gained a better understanding of my roots and a clearer
understanding of the different communities of Asians and tneirjournegs to the US. That was when I fell in
love with the Asian American Studies Program (I remain in love with it todag) The Asian American Studies
Program empowers Asian students who have been marginalized to realize that their voices matter and that
different ethnic groups within Asian communities have different needs and struggies. After 30 years, the
program continues to be excellent and continues to expand because of its amazing staff who genuinelg
care for their students’ success and we”~being~~notjust academic we“~i:>eing, but their social and
emotional needs as well. 1am forever in debt to the suPPor’c and guidance | received from Peter Kiang,

Shirleg Tang, and Patricia Neilson.

After many years of working at UMass Boston, | am moving on to work at an alternative iiigh school in the
Boston Public School system. | will continue to cherish my connection with the mentors, staff, and
students | have met in AsAmSt. | Pian to continue working in under-served, under-resourced, and
marginaiized communities. My Passion is to Provide young Peo[:)ie with access to educational
oPPortunities in the ]"lOPC of “]eveiing the Plaging field.” 1 Pian to stay connected with the Asian American
Studies Program and the Asian American Student Success Program and iiope that I will continue to
receive invitations to serve as a 5Peai<er or to mentor students. | wouldn’t be where 1 am ’coday without the
support that | have received from my own mentors, inciuding those in the Asian American Studies and

AASSP dePar’cments. | am grateicul for the many wonderful PeoPIe in my vi”age‘



Honoring Dr. Patricia Akemi Nakamoto Neilson, AASSP Director
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(Phgto: Leland Simpliciano)
Dr. Pat Neilson, our Founding director of UMass Boston’s AANAPISI-funded Asian American Student
Success Program (AASSP), retires oﬁcicially from the university in June 2018. Prior to leading our
AANAPIS| initiatives, Pat directed UMB’s Center for Collaborative Leac{ership from 2004 to 2011. A
former Academic Dean at North Shore Community Co”ege, Pat completed her EAD in Hig]']er Education
Administration at UMB in 2002, Focusing on the un&er~r€Presentec| career trajectories of Asian American
senior administrators at co”eges across the U.S. In her 2002 thesis, Pat shared: “I have Persisted inmy

career as an Asian American administrator, in part to honor the sacrifices of my own Farnilg’s struggles.”

We offer our own deepest honor to Pat for her Perennial, dbako-like dedication and alwa95~rnincl]cul
modeling of ala, lokahi, oia'i'o, ha‘aha‘a, and ahonui. At the APril 2018 Asian Pacific Americans in Higher
Education conference in OaHanc{, UMDB students from AsAmSt 497 Presentecl an original Per{:ormance
poem to high]iglﬁt Women’s Work/Worcls and pay tribute to Pat with her APAHE national constituencg.

The conc]ucling section of their poem is excerptecl here:

Ammany This is for my sisters, rising up, to serve our schools as Presiclents

And also for my sisters, rising each clag, serving in our cafeterias

Jen ny This is for the woman who listens

and leacls



Hang

Hung

Ammang

Justin

Cindy

Darlene

Brittany

Theresa

This is for Pat,

The woman who gives me strengtl'l

The woman who alwags smiles and is alwags Positive
The one who a]ways tells me 1 believe in you’

The woman who onlg gives

and never takes

This is for Pat,

Who embraces us with her wonderful aura

An amazing woman who see us for who we are and welcomes us with open arms.
For the woman who can change the energy of the room when she walks in.

This is for Pat who believed in me when 1 didn’t believe in mgselmc.

For when my voice was shaking,

you were there in the front row ]ooking atmeasa Proud mom

“Look at my son, I’'m Proud”

Pat, you are Phenomenal!

This is for the woman who in the North Shore Community
Co”ege, made space for the &isp]acecl,

helping my Khmer sisters,

my sisters Fighting each and every Aagj

This is for Pat who directed the program,

and made a homeplace for them to s’cag.

This is for Pat,

aleaderand a teacher, bringing forth more leaders in all of us.

We stand here today because of the work you’ve done.

From Hawai'i and Okinawan homelands to your Ohana in Massachusetts

Because of the torch you hold
lighting the way

This is for the strongest woman we know,

Whose dedication to students has helped us all grow

This is for Pat,

The woman that is a role model, friend, and motlﬁerlg ﬁgure to all.
The one that has shown great gratitude with open arms,

To make us feel welcomed with love.

This is for her.



Parmita This is for the woman who Poured water

against the cement cracks that blocked our Patl’ls

Am many This is for the woman who helPed 3e||ow dandelions bloom
All This is for Pat

Hang This is for Pat

Theresa This is for Pat

All Thank 3oul

(Photo: Sokpagna Chuon)



AsAmSt Program Sampling from 2017-2018

Among the year’s notable tcaching achievements, Linda Thiem and Kim Soun Ty taught AsAmSt
228L Asian Women in the US and AsAmSt 270 Cambodian American Culture and Community
during Fall 2017. We believe this is the first time that two Khmer American women instructors

have taught Asian American Studies courses in the same semester at any universitg in the US.

The Fall 2017 Melon Cha”cngc in AsAmSt 423 Boston’s Asian American Communities featured
Pat Neilson, Linda Thiem, Sam l"adriga|an and UMB-Sodexo Executive Chef Kareem Michael as
judgcs while the SPring 2018 DiasPoric Photo Cha”cngc in AsSAmSt 497 involved Sara Boxell,
Sokpagna Chuon, Rich Truong, and UMB Associate Provost of Global Programs, Chcrgl Nixon.

A combined 27 new digital stories were co-Produccd this year in AsAmSt 370 and GISD 697,
highlig}‘lting themes of Fami[g migration, mental health, education, cntreprcncurship, and more.



Througl"lout the sPring, students raised awareness and demanded changc rcgarding realities of
sexual violence and harassment within school, Family and community settings. As the
Bangladcshi Student Association bo|c”3 asserted their vision at their Poela Boishakh 1425
celebration of bengali New Year in APril, AsAmSt students -~ Darlene Dao, Parmita Gurung, and
Ammany Ty -~ co-led training workshops on sexual violence/silence for students and staff on
campus while Christi Nguyen addressed the issue in both AsAmSt 2231 and at the New England
Vietnamese Student Association Empowcrmcnt Summit (VES~4) in March.

with heartfelt gratitudc to Mr. Stanlcy Chen and Family, the sccs program has continued to
Providc Prccious 5c}10[ars}1ip support for community-mindcd AsAmSt students and enabled the
5CCS alumni Family to cxPand in number, reach, and Potcntial.



Cclebrating 30+ Years of AsAmSt

|‘ Songkha Nguyen Peter Kiang
[ s

In college, after my AsAmSt. classes my professor loved assigning
reflections, so here goes one:

I'm driving to work this morning thinking about coming into UMass Boston
with my class to join the 30th anniversary celebration of the Asian American
studies program (the roots of where | found me), very excited to share that
experience with my students. Two and a half decades ago my family lived in
a suburban town surrounded by people who looked very different. We
spoke no English. All of us kids struggled through school and | still
remember being bullied on the bus coming home from elementary school,
til this day, my mom stil reminds me of it all the time. We were on
government aid. Some days, my sister would roam the streets with my mom
to collect cans (true story), | would never go with her because | was 100
embarrassed to be seen, That's where we came from. However, over two
decades later we worked very hard to make something of ourselves. | am a
teacher with a master's degree (which | never imagined to have been
possible, thanks to Dr. Peter Kiang for encouraging me, telling me | can, and
supporting me through the process). Diane works in geriatrics, and is going
to graduate with her license in mental health counseling in December. Our
youngest sister, Ti is a lawyer representing clients with disability in court. We
all came from a place where no teacher told us that we'd be successful or
believed that we can. Because of Asian American studies and teachers like
Peter who helped me understand the world better, | am here, This is why |
do what | do. | know where | came from, and days like today reminds me of
why | do what | do. Our actions are so much more than just curselves. He's
one guy, but made so much change, so much. Thanks PK! @

on 30 years of hard work and immense success,
spreading love and positivity!

© Love ) Comment 2 Share

QO You, Richard Sann, Amy Au and 57 others

i <
otos by: Zainab Sa!ejwagzmcl Parmita Gurung)
Througl"l a onc-day gathcring in November and a month-|ong, interactive ga”crg exhibition in
Fcbruary, we marked 30+ Years of AsAmSt lmPact through Studcnt/Community CaPacity—Bui[ding,
Transformative Education, and AANAPISI Research &Dcvclopmcnt Praxis. Thank you to all!



Community Commitments

1‘ ¥y Tony Vu shared Saigon Broadcasting Television Network
video

v )

| told my parents I'd make it on TV one day =¥ It feels even greater knowing
| was able to bring in my little brother and sister along with me I Look
who's on SBTN I Lisa Than Andy Than (SBTN is a Vietnamese television
network, my parents have been watching SBTN for as long as | can
remember) & 44

l

|
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Saigon Broadcasting Television Network e Like Page
Q

BUC TRANH NGHE THUAT KET NOI CONG BONG CUA HOA ST GEC VIET NGOC
TRAN

Sau hon 4 thang tir ngay khdi xudng cho dy an mo ta nhirng nét dep van héa théng
qua tranh v,

See More

See Translation

|. Like D Comment £ Share

“.A B OO You, Parmi Tamu, KyViet Dang and 24 others

Among many community contributions by AsAmSt students, the 2017 Vietnamese Community in
Action mural Projcct led by local artist and CAPAY alumna, Ngoc-Tran Vu, assisted by Tony Vu
and Tommy Nguyen, brought fresh cultural power to Dorchester with |ong—lasting, dai|3 imPact.

(P otos: Sokpagna C uon)

AsAmSt alumna Jenny Chiang was named in December 2017 as Interim Executive Director of the
Massachusetts Asian American Commission. AsAmSt Facu|t3 Loan Dao is a Commission member
and CAPAY alumnae, Vira Doungmany Cage and DimPlc Rana, serve as Vice-Chair and Secretary,
rcsPcctivc|3. The AACis a Permancnt bocly established under Massachusetts General Law.



APPreciating Our Institutes
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Paul Watanabe, director of the Institute for Asian American Studies since its Founding, received
a once-in-a-lifetime honor from the Emperor of Japan in January. The conferral of the Order
of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon was Prcscntcd by the Consul General of JaPan in
New England, Rokuichiro Michii and hosted with his wife, tkuko. In March, Paul and the 1AAS
also received the Chinatown Progressive Association’s 2018 Social Justice Award for their work
with Asian American communities, inc|uding recent efforts related to data disaggrcgation. The
original ProPosal to establish the IAAS in 1993 read, in part: Within the university, the institute
will contribute to the vita/ity of UMass Boston's urban Pub/ic mission by focusing campus-widc
resources, inc/uding facu/ty, statf, and students with common interests in Asian American
tcachl'ng, research, and community service, and by working with c/cpartmcnts, centers, and other
institutes onjoint ventures. The institute will also enable collaboration and mobilize resources
throughout the statewide UMass system, Particu/ar/y in Lowell and Amherst where ségniﬁcant

Asian American communities are located. Paul and the IAAS have c|carly done so ever since.

-

Drastic cuts to the Joiner Institute, IAAS, and sister institutes compromisc the very core of
UMB’s urban mission. AsAmSt simPly would not exist without the Joiner Center and the uniquc
convergence of rcmcugccs, veterans, and Asian American communities at UMB 30+ years ago,just
as the 2017 CHSNE Sojourner Award for Chinatown Post 328, whose recent commanclers, Amy
Au and Matt Seto -~ both Iraq generation veterans and AsAmSt alumni -- exemplhcied.



Student Research and Dcvclopmcnt
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Past, Present, and Future Vision of Seg
Documentation Center of Cambodia;
Memory, Justice, and Healing
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Qualitative descriptive study
Lim t :
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Academic accomphshmcnts bg AsAmSt-associated graduatc students in the Past year included
Fanny Ng dcmccncling her Clinical Psychologg PhD dissertation in ScPtcmbcr 2017 Focusing on Asian

American women leaders’ cxPcricnccs of discrimination, supcrviscd bg Karen Suyemoto.

In August, Penhsamnang Kan complcted her MA caPstone Project in Global Inclusion and Social
Deve|oPmcnt, Producing both a film and an organizational research paper on models of
documentation of the Cambodian genocide with Slﬁirley Tang as advisor.

. Déng tinh: Exploring the
Intersectional experiences of gay

Vietnamese males in specific
spaces

In May 2018, Rich Truong, an AsAmSt alumnus from 2009 and currcntly Assistant Director of

Undcrgraduatc Admissions at UMB, Prcscntcd his MS capstone Projcct in Transnational Cultural
Community Studies, Producing three digita| stories and a research paper on the cxPcricnccs and
Perspectives of gay Vietnamese American men in relation to various spaces of interaction in daily

life, also advised by Shirley Tang.



APAHE 2018 and National lmPact

Mark R. Martell, PhD @MarkRMart 6t v
What a great farewell tribute to Pat Neilson of Umass - Boston. #APAHE2018 BCCPresident Af
with "fAPAHE2018 AANAPISI partners, CEO Neil

Horokoshi and Department of Education Program Officer, Pearson Owen. Thank
you for supporting AAPI student populations!

Building the Fran ework for Success

Connecting AAN
APISI Students C
; g » Communi
C:mpus/(urrlcular Resources for S(udenn(nsI::czm]
Collaboration Between Bunker Hill Communilﬁ.
College (BHCC) and University of Mas :

ssachusetts
Boston {Ums)

APAHIE 203x CONF ERL NC
April 12, 2025
Oskland CA

APNARIS

PeAXIS

Through generous AANAPIS] Funding support, students in AsAmSt 497 Tcaching & Learning in
Asian American Studies traveled with Kim Soun Ty and AASSP staff to Oakland to present two
Pane|s at the APril 2018 national Asian Pacific Americans in Highcr Education (APAHE)
conference. Fo”owing the conference, students Participatcd in two days of community field
trips led }33 AASSP staff to see the historic Angcl tsland immigration detention center and the

International Hotel site maintained by the Manilatown Heritagc Foundation in San Francisco.



AANAPISI Partnersi‘:ips and BHCC-UMB Pati‘nways
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| Pam Eddinger @f ! A8
| \ Pao is the perfect venue for this
| convergence: narrative, art, voice,

immigration, generations, East, West, a
l common humanity. Bost

e ] or Chu he
v ‘3‘-; X 4 So proud & heartwarming to attend
&\ M . g ~ < the opening reception of digital
i e - —~ 2 stories co-produced by Umass
—— S 2 Boston Asian American Studies
- ! = program @GilesLiBCNC
#alumniengagement

#communitybuilding #asamst370
#mediaproduction #digitalstory
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Progress continued with Bunker Hill Community Co”cge, UMB’s sister AANAPISI in Boston,
both in relation to Pathway alignmcnt via AASSP and AsAmSt curricuium/i:acu|t3/studcnt

b

dcvciopmcnt initiatives thanks to BHCC Facuity leaders, Maria Puente and Aurora Bautista.

Mission-Driven in SGISD

CELEBRATING
PARTNERS IN
INCLUSION

Since bccoming rooted within the School for Global Inclusion & Social Dcvciopmcnt (8GISD) in
2014, AsAmSt students, staff, Facultg, and alumni have contributed in muitipic ways to advance
SGISD’s mission, Proi:iie, and Porticoiio. Institute for Community Inclusion Pro'ccts such as the
2017 Duskin and Tomodachi Disabiiity Leadership Training Programs, co-led y Miwa Tanabe,
continue to insPire with |iFe-changing effects for Participants. A modest community collaboration
by AsAmSt students/alumni with 1CI Aclvisory Committee member, Oanh Bui, and the Circle of
Vietnamese Parents’ T&t New Year Celebration oPencd new Possibilities, as did Shiriey Tang’s
successful sPring graduatc course Piioting of GISD 697 Digitai Storgte”ing Praxis.



Remembering Dr. Thanh T. Ngugén

o

A Brrixgua

Selocted and translat.
l‘v Thanh T Nigsegr» ane

US begins an mquu y
of UMass \nllm" lest
ivil u"hh
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There is not enough space here to recall the accomplishments, contributionsj and sacrifices made 139 Dr.
Thanh T. Ngugén who (Jepartecl this world on 6 Ju]y 2017. We miss her.

Thanh was one of the origina] Vietnamese reFugee students seeking l’ligl’ler education at UMB in the mid-
1980s and one of the earliest coordinators of the Asian Student Center in 1988-89. During that time, she
also co-led the historic discrimination case filed with the US Department of Education Office for Civil
Rights 139 students against the Writing ProFiciencg Exam graduation requirement. The resul’cing long~term
federal investigation forced UMB to release damning data that showed the clisPara’ce impact of the wPE
on students of color. This case led to reforms inclu&ing the comP]e’ce revision of exam rea&ings and
evaluation rubrics and an emPhasis on the Porhcolio oPtion as an alternative to fulfill the requirement.
Nothing close to this remarkable example of ]asting reform and institutional change at UMD tl’]rough multi-
racial student organizing for educational rights has occurred since then. Thanh was also a student
research associate with the Joiner Center’s Southeast Asian Oral History Project directed by Peter
Kiang in 1986. This was the critical catalgst and initial incubator for the Asian American Studies Program



with its unique Pedagogies of lhce/deatl’l/trauma/healing, grounded in the student/communitg realities of

re]cugees and veterans who were side~by~sicle classmates in our late 1980s AsAmSt courses.

After completing her masters degree, Thanh was able to serve as an instructor for AsAmSt 2251 -
Southeast Asians in the US from 199% t0 1996. In this teaching role, she was one of the first Vietnamese
re?ugees at any university in the US teacl'ling Asian American Studies. In addition, Thanh’s research
activities continued at the Joiner Center, leacling to her co~conce|3’cion) comPilation, and translation of

Poems from Ca/oturca’ Enemy Documents, Pub[ishe& bilingua”g bg UMass Press in 1994

Outside of UMB, Thanh was the first Vietnamese reFugee to complete both master’s and doctoral
clegrees in education at Harvard. With her EAD, Thanh returned to UMB to teach graduate courses in
educational tecl’mologg and she became the university’s first full-time Vietnamese American ?acultg in any
clePartment. Soon after, l’]owever, she was recruited to take a tenure-track Facu]ty Posi’cion in educational
tecl'mologlj at Bridgewater State University where she later gaineci tenure and continued to teach for the

remainder of her life as a resPectecl, innovative, and dedicated full Pro?essor.
F”\— *. N
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Thanh’s three beloved daughters, Tina, Tiﬁcany, and Titania — shown here with Thanh’s UMB AsAmSt
1980s classmates, Steve Ward, Kim-Dung Nguyen, and Hien Tran — have each continued to extend their
mother’s remarkable legacy in imPortant and insPiringways. Restin peace, Thanh. Alwags.



30+ Years of Wanting to Go On

After 30+ years with hundreds of courses offered and many thousands of students rcacl’lecl, four

Photos from our anniversarg events this year cannot convey or represent the richness of educational
transformation, stuclent/communi’cy caPacitH buil&ing, and AANAPIS] knowlcdge Produc’cion that we
Prouc”g claim. still, these four fresh images, in&ivi&ua]]g and in combination, offer glimpses of ]arger,
long~term commitments and l'xigHg intentional imPacts that connect K-12 Patl’lwags to I’ligl'ler education
for immigrant/rcncugee families from local neighborhoods and communities with veterans’ [eaclcrship
from the foundational Vietnam generation to current active duty service and with constantly creatin

g Y Y g
new resources and enab]ing children of re]cugees to teach as Facultg and complete PhDs. Looking into
the foreseeable Future, our urban public AANAPISI research university faces severe disinvestment and

P Y
systemic challenges of leadership as well as generational turnings and the erosion of critical mass. VYet,
Y & P g 2

after 30+ years of AsAmSt at UMDB, we want to go on, as those from the Pas’c can reaclily recall.



The Asian American Studies Program recognizes with aPPreciation:

*  Nguyenba Chung, Research Associate of the William Joiner Institute, Michael Liu, Communitg Programs
Coordinator for the Institute for Asian American Studies, and Wanli Hu of the China Program Center who
each retire in 2018 after many years of critical contribution. A l'uigngesPected writer/Poct and translator,
Cl’wung taught AsAmSt 2251 Southeast Asians in the S several times and coordinated the remarkable
Rockefeller Foundation Humanities Fe”owship awards totaling $575,000 which seeded the omcrginggloba!
field of Vietnamese DiasPora Studies between 1999-2007. Michael complctcd his PhD in Public Policy in
1999 tocusing on Chinatown ncigl'wborlﬁood organizing, and was one of the first doctoral students at UMB to
devote his dissertation research to Asian American issues and Populations. A community leader for four
decades, Michael taught the AsAmSt course, Asian American Politics and Social Movements, in 2000; Wanli
led many efforts to imProvc linguistic/cultural unc[crstar\cling of educators, students, and Protcssionals at

UMDB with counterParts in China. Their buclgct cut-induced retirements are a great loss for all of us.

*  AmmanyTy who received the 2018 Beacons Unsung Hero Award; Hieu Le and other rcciPicnts of 2018
scholarship awards through the Asian Pacific Islander American Scholarship Fund (APIASF); Julia Lee
for comploting her M.Ed.; Chuck Liu for his PhD dissertation in Clinical Psgchologg, “The Impact of
Personal and Parental Confucian Values on Mental lllness Stigma and Attitudes Towards Service

Utilization Among Asian Americans From Confucian Cultures “ advised bg Karen Suyemoto.

e Alumnae Rose Abido who was Promotccl to the rank of US Armg Maior from CaPtain in January 2018 and
Elaine Ng who was named CEO of TSNE MissionWorks (Third Sector New England) in Mag 2018;

e Women’s, Gender and Scxualitg Studies DePartmcnt chair, Elora Chowcltxurg, who has been
recommended for Promotion to full Protcssor rank; Peter Kiang, who was recognized as one of Boston’s
100 most influential leaders of color by GctKonncctedl; Loan Dao, who was named as aclvisorg board
chair of UMP’s Immigrant Student Program; English DePartment Postdoctoral teaching fellow, susan
Tan, whose first children’s book, Cilla Lee-Jenkins: Future Author Extraordinaire, received the American
Librarg Association’s 2018 Asian/Pacific American Honor Award in Children’s Literature, and whose

second book, Cillia Lee-Jenkins: This Book is a C/ass/c, was reccntlg Publis]ﬂc& bg Roaring Book Press.

. former Visiting Scholar, Tomoko Tokunaga, whojoinecl the tacu!ty at Gunma Prefectural Women’s
Univcrsity in JaPan and whose cthnographic stuclg of Asian American girls} Learning to Be/ongin the
Wor/d, was Published bg SPringer in March 2018; Coalition for Asian Pacific American Youth (CAPAY)
alumna — Nga-Wing, Arjela Wong, Associate Professor of Education at Universfty of Wisconsin-Eau
Claire, whose loca”y~based book, Opcn/thoors: Commun/'iy Centers Connecting Work/ng~C/ass
Immigrant Families was Published bg Peter Langin November 2017.

. all tacultg and invited sPeakcrs who taugl'wt and Presentecl in AsAmSt courses durir\g 2017-18, and
everyone involved with our US DePartment of Education AANAPIS| Program~tunclccl Asian American
Student Success Program led bg Dr. Patricia Neilson with co-Pls Joan Becker, Peter Kiang, Paul
Watanabe, and Sl'ﬁrley Tang and core staff Sara Boxe”, Frances CI’IOW, Pratna Kem, and Joyce Wang,

For more intormation, visit UMB’s Asian American Studies Program at www.umb.edu/asamst and the Asian American

Student Success Program at http://www.umb.edu/academics/vpass/aassp. And in honor of our 30th anniversary,

Plcasc give to the Asian American Studies Program CaPacitH Fund: l'IttP://www.alumni.umb.edu/AsAmStﬁO.




