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The Program

For over thirtu years, UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program has offered intellectua”g—cha”engfng,
emo’ciona”u—engaging, cul’cura“g—responsive instruction in the classroom with holistic Practices of mentoring,
communitg—bui]ding, ser\/ice—learning, and advocacg to address the social and academic needs of students as well as
the critical caPaci’cgJ)uilding needs of local Asian American communities. The program offers the most Asian
American Studies courses, Facu]’cg, and communitg ]inkages of any universi’cy in New Eng]and. The Program‘s alumni
include teachers, social workers, health care Providers, business entrepreneurs, and leaders of local Asian American
communi’cg organizations. By grounding our curriculum, teacrn'ng, and applied research in the realities of local Asian
American communities and bg resPecting the knowledge and bilingual/ bicultural skills that many UMass Boston
students bring to the c]assroom, the AsAmSt Program creates PowerFul learning environments for all students to gain
critical understanding about the historical exPeriences, voices, contemPorarg issues, and contributions of diverse
Asian Popu]ations inthe U.S. Graduate students from any area who have Asian American Studies interests can serve
as teach ing/ research assistants, mentors to undergraduates, and special Prdject developers for the program.
AANAPIS! students from Bunker Hill Community Co”ege and high school students in UMass Boston's Pre—co“egia’ce
programs or those from Par‘tnering communitg HOU’Ch programs are encouraged to take advantage of AsAmSt’s
learning oPPortuni’cies. Community members and organizations as well as alumni Par‘ticipate in our activities in short-
and long—term ways. Since 2010, UMass Boston has been the onlg research universi’cg in New England designated
and funded bg the U.S. DePartment of Education as an Asian American Native American Pacific Islander Serving,
Institution (AANAPISI).



Cclcbrating our 2019-2020 Graduates in Asian American Studies

In this historica”g unPrecedented year shaped bg urncorgiving health and economic losses as well as
urncorgiveable racist, xenophobic hatc, one remarkable student, Tomas Legton»Nolan gracluates with
honors after completing an individual mey'or in Asian American Studies and a second mey'or in Etl'licsj
Social & Political Pl’]ilosophg. He is the 22nd student since 1995 to design and successncully conclude an
AsAmSt individual meﬂor. In addition, eigl'lt resilient undergraduates—Justin Shunta Budrow, Aimee
Cl'lan, Kinh Gia Ha, Katie Trinh Mai, Priya Sonal, Cind9 Tao, Jiantao Wang, and Alice Z.l'lou—Persisted
tl'lrougl'l all Program~o1c~stud9 requirements in Asian American Studies 139 taking at least six AsAmSt
courses. With these fresh Class of 2020 graduates, a total of 125 have completed AsAmSt concentrations
over the Past two decades since we began counting in 2000. We further aPPIaud Jocelgn Lee, who has
completed her M.A. in Historical Archeologzjj Focusing on the Chinese diaspora, while servingasa TAIn
Asian American Studies to support bilingual digjtal storgte”ing coProduction. Jocelgn is UMB’s Barbara
E Luedtke Book Award winner, and she will bcgin aPhD program in Anthropologg (Archacologg track)
at Stanford in Fall 2020. FirlallgJ we offer congratulations and continuing care to all graduating students
who have cxPcricnccd Asian American Studies at UMB. We hopc to celebrate everyone’s

accomplislﬁments co“ectivelg in person when the right time comes.

We send. gra ttude and gooa’ health wishes to our universe of AsAmSt students, faculty, statt, alumni,
commun/fy /Da/fncrs, and. a’onors, and to IAAS, AASSP, SGISD/CEHD, and our AANAFIS] allies.

Before transitioni ngto essential emptiness to protect from COVID-19, this i mage and two on the cover page
document the final hour in the Asian American Studies Program office before the mandatory closing of the UMass
Boston campus to all but designated Pcrsonncl at noon on 13 March 2020. We have not yet returned.



Individual Mz%jor in Asian American Studies

Tomas Eduardo LcytomNolan

Life is a beautiful and un[:)rcclictablcjoumcg, where ultimatcly cvcrgthing happens cxactlg as it was meant

to; there was no other way thi ngs could have occurred, for thcy are now historg.

Never has this Philoso[:)hg Provecl to be truer than in my unclergracluatejoumeg. A process that was never
meant to be hard, yet Provecl to be cxtremelg difficult. But here we are, on the brink of completinga
clcgrce that | abandoned multiple times and was reacly to give up on altogether. Itis not how | would have
ever Preclictecl things to haPPen, but 1 would have it no other way. Thisis exactlg where | am meant to be.

The Asian American Studies Program at UMASS Boston was never a natural destination for this white
Latino kid from Forest Hills, but it became the home I never knew I needed. This program changecl my life
in the greatest ways Possible, and I would not be the man 1 am toclag without having travelled this Patl'].
This has evergthing to do with the People who make up this program, who give it life, who make it a home,

and Wl"IO accepteé me ‘FOT‘ Wl’]O Jam.

There are so many People who I want to thank individua”y, but in an effort to not exclude angone,just
know that, hcgou are reading this, I am gratcncul Forgou and the imPactyou have had upon my life. 1will do

my Part to make sure we stag connected forever. You are my Familg and I love you, yes you.

I want to touch upon two of the greatest imPacts the Asian American Studies Program has had upon my
life, not to celebrate mgselﬁ but to emphasize the power this sPecial group has and the uncalculatable
debt that 1 owe. One day I shall repay you, for evergthing.

First, | would like to share the Personal imPact this education had upon me.

I would never have Pre&icte& that in the SPring of 2018, at 23 years old, 1would Publiclg declare mgschc to
be an alcoholic. But 1 did. 1t was strange and uncomfortable at the time, but it is the most imPor’cant thing I
have done up to this Point in my life.1am ctcrna”g grat@cul to the AsAmSt 370-course instructor, Digital
Storgte“ing Team, and all of the classmates 1 had that semester. It has not been a straigh{ncorward road
bg any means, but 1 have found the space I need to recover, one Aag atatime. You all have helpe& save

my life.
Next, I would like to highlight the ProFessional influence of this program.
My Passion for education had been destroge& long ago in my earlg teenage years. Tired of the pressures

of an old-school, traditional, euro-centric education, | tlﬁoug]ﬁt it was better tojust not care. The Asian

American Studies Program has c]ﬁangecl that mentalitg and restored a Passion for mental exploration and



growth. The focus this program has on re1corming education and thinking about learning ina new way has
com[:)letelg reshaped my ProFessional ambition. Being able to experience firsthand the power of

rePresentati\/e teaching, on sukﬂ'ect matter that is Pushed out of the mainstream, imPacted my soul.

I now know that my [ife will alwags be attached to education) asa student) teacher, and hope?u”g one c{ay
asa visionarg. As I move forward in my career, | hope to use the Pedagogies I have learned in this program
to decolonize education, help empower the next generation, bring the unheard voices of our world to the
forefront of the conversation, and contribute to creating the world we all deserve through c]ualitg

education for all children. You all have helped shape my life.



There are so many more words | want to share, memories | want to relive, gratitucie | want to givc, and iﬁugs
I want to distribute. However, the circumstances of life have forced us to close this chaptcr ina
Particularly anticlimactic way. There are more imPortant things to worry about at the moment than
Personal accolades or individual trium[:)hs. Altl'iougl'] this accomplishment is sPccial to me, my icamiiy, my
fellow gracluatesj and my communitgj it is but a moment in time, one that we can admire, but will not iingcr

upon for too long—now the real work bcgi ns.
Thisis bg no means a goocibye, itis simply athank youl Thank you for accepting me, for guiding me, for
loving me. The Asian American Studies Program at UMASS Boston was never a Place ] anticipated calling

home, but now I do, and am honored bg the signiicicant role it has Playeci in my growth as a Human.

This was how it was alwags meant to be, there was no other way for life to have Plageci out, and now that it

is historgj we can say so deicinitivelg.

Again, thank you, for evergthirig.



Program~o{:~5tucl9 in Asian American Studies

Justin Shunta Budrow

I am a multiracial JaPancse American from Boston, graduatingwit]ﬁ a major in Ethics, Social and Political
Philosophgl a minor in Political Science, and a Program~o1c~study in Asian American Studies. | was raised
in the ncighborhoocl of Fields Corner, not far from UMass Boston, in a bilingual and multicultural
household. Since I was an infant, I've lived my summers in Ja[:)anj surrounded }39 a xcamilg of elders and
traditionalists. | am alwags vivic“g reminded of the sightsj sounds, scents and tastes of home that remain
close to me. DesPitc my uPbringing, | never intcntiona”g sought more about my iclcntitg, Family historg, or
purpose. | yeamec} for clarity of somcthing that was alwags a Part of me, get could never comFortablg
have a grasp of. After my formal introduction to Dr. Peter Kiang and the Asian American Studies

Program, | felt a new and familiar sense of belonging, cultivation and encouragement.



What drew me closer to the program were its architects, mentors and Protégés; their dedication to the
creation, cxPansion, health and survival of the program has given me invaluable guiciance and wisdom.
Thcg were instrumental in craicting emPowcring environments that | thrived in. Thcg have allowed me to
cicvclop a critical eye and ear towards the injusticcs and Clis[:)arities faced among Asian Americans. Thcg
have Provicicci me with insights that | aPPrcciatc even more than when | received them. T]’169 have
uncovered a voice | never thought I had and Placcci their confidence and trust in me to share a common
message. There were many notable moments, among them the oPPortunit9 tobea teaching assistant for
two classes, both of which I continue to view more of as mutual leaming exPeriences. Classes including
Asian American Lcaa’crsﬁllb and Social Cﬁangc (AsAmSt 250G) influenced my interd isciplinarg direction
towards Politics; while classes such as T&acﬁlhganc/ Learning in Asian American Studies (AsAmSt 497)
were distinctlg therapeutic, holcling 50 many lessons for life and the imPortancc of curriculum. My Asian
American Studies Proicssors consider the delicate complcxitics of multilingual and multiethnic realities,
Family histories, lcgacics and trauma of war and resettlement, and other factors when Prociucing their
courses. Theg have always looked out for immediate oPPortunitics for growti'l, and the long~tcrm
Potcntial of each and every student. Theg leave so much more than an academic gracie and have Plagcci

such a visiblg signimcicant role in my own growtl'].

My desire is to make meaningful and organic contributions to key Policy areas incluciing the economy,
immigration, social welfare and i:oreign Policg. My next step is to Prioritize consistent financial stabilitg
before returning to higher education, stuciging Public Policg in gracluate school. it will not be an easy feat,
but I know that the lessons I learned from the last five years at UMass Boston have Preparecl me to take
on my next essential cl'ia”enge. lalso l’]OPC to sPencl at least one year |iving abroad, Perhaps in Asia.
Grounded with a foundation in Pl’]ilosophg, Policg and ethnic studies, | want the next five years of this
jourrieg to culminate in a realized vision of working alongsicle Policgmalcers, aclvocacy organizations, and
research institutions. | hoPe to meet and engage with more communities and Populations, whether across
America, or abroad. 1 also hope to gain insights from others working towards the Political and economic
realignment. Yet even with my own Personal asPiratioris, I will never i:orget my Asian American Studies
i:amilg. Theg have guided me towards a new and vital purpose: to ]eacl, obser\/e, empower and connect.
Whether it be tiirougii education, leadership, research, media, community orany other medium, | hoPe to

become an influential voice for exPanAirig and Protectirig Asian American Studies.

Aimee Chan

My name is Aimee, and | am a 2nd generation Chinese American woman. I have been a li]celong resident of
Boston and am a Product of the Boston Public Schools system. In these Past four years at UMass
Boston, | have been stuclging Psgchologg as well as Asian American Studies. | first took an Asian
American Psychologg class duri ng freshman year. Tosay that it was transformative is an understatement

— within the semester, | had switched majors to Psgci'lologg, and declared an AsAmst Program~oi~stucl3.



Asian American Psgchologg was incrcclibly imPactFul ona Pcrsonal level because of the ways that it
hclpcd me Put words to my experiences of cultural pu”s, microaggressions, and the impacts of
stcrcotgpes for the first time. It also enabled me to understand that these cxPcricnccs were not ones |

was cxpcricncing alone— thatin fact, these were things that have serious imPacts on an entire communitg.

Since Asian American Psgchologg, I have taken a number of other AsAmSt classes that have allowed me
to further dcvclop claritg and meani ngin my identities. We exist in a society where the constructs of our
social identities hold very real rcPcrcussions in the ways our cxpcricnccs vary, and 1 am thankful to have
had a Placc in Asian American Studies to bcgin to understand that. In the Past year, | have been working
onmy thesis, which cxplorcs Asian American anxiety rcsulting from cxperienccs of racism, and examines

otential social influences that may Plag a role in this. This has been an incrcdibly cmPowcring cxPcricncc
I am thankful to my mentors for suPPorting me in writing my thesis, for their belief in me, and for
suPPorting my growth in so many ways.

I feel incrcdibly fortunate to have been able to learn so much about myschc through my cducationl and |
hopc to be able to use the knowlcdgc I have gaincd herein continuing to educate, learn, and be part of

tl’"lC CyClC O‘f: growth. As we bCCOYﬂC cmpowcrecl by ‘(I’]OW[CClgC, we must share and empower others as WC”.



I am forever thankful for the ways that my first AsAmSt class cxPandcd my worldview into the Possibi lities
of bridging mental health awareness and access within the Asian American communitg, which is somcthing I
am dccplg Passionatc about, and that | hoPc to be able to work towards. My education within Asian
American Studies is somcthingl trulg chcrishj and | hoPc to be able to contribute to this cgclc of

awareness, cclucation and cmPowcrmcnt

Kinh Gia Ha

Jamal5 gcncration Vietnamese American born in Saigon, Vietnam. Mg dad’s side of the Familg was

origina”g from the North, but due to the War, thcy had to escape and flee to the South where he met my
mom and thcg got married. My family was fortunate cnough to immigrate to the United States in August of
2002 when | was five through anuncle’s sPonsorshin and Dorchester has been our home ever since. |
attended school at the Mather Elcmcntary, then the Murphg K-8, Boston Latin Academg, Boston Latin
School, and Fina”g UMass Boston where my older sister is an alumna. 1 will gracluatc with a Bachelor of
Art degrce in social Psgchologg, a Program~01c~stud9 in Asian American Studies, and with honors in the

Honors Collcgc.



Before | attended UMass Boston, | was exPosed to Asian American Studies and socia ljustice learni ng
when I was a teen staff member at VSPY, a bi-cultural Vietnamese gouth program located inside the
VietAlID communitg center in Fields Corner. It was there that | learned more about my cultural roots and
history and the strugglcs that ethnic minorities face every day. Coming into UMass Boston, | tried to
pursue a dcgrcc in environmental science and biologgj but I realized that | was more attracted to the social
sciences. Just when I had declared my major in social Psgchologg—(:incly Tao, a friend whom I met at the
gouth program told me to enroll in an AsAmSt course. With her, I took Peter’s Asians in the United States
where I then signecl up for the Program~omc~stucl9 soon after. Peter’s class was the very first class in my
whole academic career to have me engage with my Vietnamese baclcground and Iﬂistory. My involvement
with the Asian American Studies Program helpecl to Push me bcyoncl my comfort zone through my
interactions with the staff and students, tl'lrough malcing meaningFu] Presentations and Pro'ccts, and
through the meticulous self-reflections. I was able to Present mgsehC as more tl'lanjust a coﬂcge student
studying social Psycholo‘%Mrather I was able to express my Vietnamese American identitgj my Passion to
do better in my communitg, and showcase my writing skills in the most cha”enging and yet mcaningmcul
ways. Asian American Studies showed me that my words, my works, and my thoughts have meaning, It

showed me that | have imPac’c and the ability to make and create change. it showed me that | matter.

I current19 work as the l:amilg Engagement SPecialis’c atthe Au Co Preschool located within VietAID. |
work close]y with families }39 Providing social services and am deeplg committed to working with the 9outh.
I Plan on doing this work while also getting my master’s &egree in social work so that | can better serve my
community. | believe that what I have learned in Asian American Studies will benefit the ways in which |
interact with families, how being aware of ethnic baclcgrouncls and immigrant cxPcricnccs will allow me to
emPathize and dowhat I can to hclp Pcoplc. The VietAID community center is an extrcmelg imPortant
Public space for everyone to gathcr, to interact, and to utilize the services available to them. This Placc is
the Pchect spot for me to be involved with the Vietnamese community in Fields Corner.1do hopc to
continue working with ethnic minorit9 9outh in the far future; 1 want to be that person who opens doors
and OPPortunitics for them so that thcg can have an cqua] Fighting chance in our society. Theg are the
ones that matter, because thcg are our future. With the lcnowle&ge that I have learned from this program, |

will be that person, cxactlg how someone else was there for me.

Katie Trinh Mai

lama an~generation Vietnamese American. Raised in Malden, MA and still living there. 'm the oldest
child, a daughtcr of war re?ugecs, and the first of my immediate Family to achieve a Bachelor's dcgrce. I will
be gracluating with a Psychologg (BS) and with a Program~o1c~stuclg in Asian American Studies.

| entered into co“ege without a sense of who I was. At the time, | was lonclg. I was lost. And I was struggling
on how to cope with my father who was battling stomach cancer. | transferred to UMass Boston in my
sophomore year with hopes of entering the Nursi ng Program. As the eldest chi ld, there was an unspoken
exPectation that I had to geta career to suppor‘c my Familg if the absolute worst haPPened.



When I was creating my schedule) I enrolled into Asian Women in the U.S. taught bg Linda Thiem. I wasn’t
familiar with Asian American Studies, or knew it existed, so | came in not knowing what to expect. And in
that singlc semester, | gaincd so much more than | could’ve imagined. It was the first time | was surrounded
bg mostlg Asian and Asian American-identified women peers. | was learning about my l'listorg and exPosed
to the critical issues that concerned my communitg. | felt validated, supportecl, and loved. And I started to

learn how to use my voice and understand the power behind it. When the course came to an end, I felt an

urgency to do more and sought out another space to be alongside other Asian/Asian Americans.

J Jomed UMass Boston’s Asian Student Center as Part of its executive board and got connected with tons
of on-campus student-led organlzatlons and clubs. Addltlonallgj I decided to aPPl for the Asian
American Women’s Political Initiative (AAWPD) and got acceptecl to Jom as a fellow of Cohort 8. Therc |
Jumped head-first into the Massachusetts State House with a Part~t|me leglslatwc mtcrnshlp ltwas a
steep learnmg curve. Itfeltlike 1 was learrnng how to run before 1 could even crawl. And even though it was
difficult to na\/lgate through such a white-dominated institution without knowmg any of the government
terminologg and having little Prior lcnowledgc, the cxpcricncc taught me the signiﬁcancc of whg we need to
be Politica“g engaged and to know our historg.

Asian Women in the U.S. marked the start of my Personal and Progessional growth. It's like I walked into

one doorand all of a sudden, there were a million doors that were opcncd to me.



Currentlg, ’'m trying to balance a few responsibilities. Pm transitioning out of my lastgear as coordinator
for the Asian Student Center. I'm woricing asa Teaci'iing Assistant for the AsAmSt 250G: Rise UPI Asian
American Leadership and Social Changc, and as a Research Assistant under the Center for Women in
Politics and Public Policg and the Institute for Asian American Studies, thanks to the Asian American
Student Success Program (AASSP).

It's been a roller coaster. My younger self would not believe this is the person she’d turn out to be. And |
feel like Pve been able to become who 1 am toclay because I've met People wi”ing to givc me a chance and

Provicle me mentorsiiip because ti'ieg saw sometiiing in me that | didn’t.

J Pursued Psgchologg and Asian American Studies because at one Point, I had asPirations to become a
Mental Health Counselor for the Asian American communitg. Though now, I'm not so sure. While 'd like
to serve and be a resource for my communitg and other communities of color, | want to do it in the

caPacitg of Social Work and/or Higi'ier Education Administration.

As I write all of this, 'm reminded of the time my Dad told me whg he chose my name. The name Katie has
Greek roots; it’s an Engiish name and means “good” or “Purc.” And he named that because he wanted me
to grow up tobea goocl person. 50, as | aPProach the end of my senior year, I think about |'10w, at the
core, | committed to Asian American Studies because | wanted to become closer to him now that he’s
gone. | want to keep him alive bg honoring him in the work that | do—work that is meaningicuij intentional,

and to attest that his sacrifices for me did not g0 to waste.

May you continue to live through me.

Ba (9/30/1954 - 10/14/2016)

Priga ST Sonal

Hello, Namaste, | am Priya T, Xena SfAT’'s Mom. | immigrateci from India, and came to America in 2012. P'm
born in Mumbai, and grewup in Western part of India (fun fact— lived in many cities of India), but my
Parents are from Northern lndiaj Dharchula (a small town, near the lnciia~NePa| border). 1am fluent in
Hindi but | can also understand a little bit Gujarati, and Marathi. My Parents’ mother tongue is Rung (it'sa
local dialect) which is spoken l:)g the lndo~NePa| border communitg People. Ihad an arranged marriage,
my husband is from Darchula, Nepal. The Kali Riverjoins Dharchula, India and Darchula, Nepai.

I want to start talking about how | got connected with Asian American Studies in UMass Boston. | still
remember my first Asian American Studies class, “Asian American Cultures and Health Practices”, which
introduced me to the Asian American Studies Program. As guest sPeakers came to our classcs, I related
and felt connected through their Personal narrative stories, then I started reflecti ng, too. l also connected
to AASSP (Asian American Student Success Program) where Ms. Sara Boxell became my advisorl and|
felt listened to and suPPortecl, which I never felt with other advisors before. The whole staff of AASSP



was alwags there for me. This gave me hopc and power to continue worki ng towards my own education,

and madc me ‘FCCI lll(C magbc somcclag lcan bc more I'ICIPFUI ancl can aclvocatc FOI‘ othersl too.

In Fall 2019, during the first week of our Boston’s Asian American Communities class, when Professor
Peter Kiang rcquircd us to read the article, “Endangcrcd Language, ldcntity Crisis and the Vanishing
Communitg: A Sociolinguistic Studg of Darma,” that brought suchjog to me. I have never ever seen my

communitg rccognized in school as imPortant to studg or discuss or know about; not hcrc, nor in India.

Through Asian American Studies, | got the oPPortu nitg tobea Teaclﬁing Assistant. It was such a cool
cxPcricncc to be a TA (also known in AASSP as facilitated stuclg leader), working with students. I want to
givea shout out to all students from Fall 2019 Asian Women in the US and SPring 2020 Introduction to

Asian American Studies. | thank them for sharing themselves with us. I learned a lot from them.

L

I was almost a Homoeopathic doctor (in lndia)l almost a nurse (in America), but now I feel 1 am a “Better
Person than my former self” ... Education doesn’t always make you feel satisfied (bcttcr), but real
knowlcdgcj knowing “self” makes you liberated. Getting along with othcrsj knowing and supporting

Pcoplc~communities can bring mcaning to your life.



I started 2020 with hopes and dreams, gracluati ng and maybc have another babg, and all. But with the
beginning of March 2020, things gotvery hard Persona“gj and globa”g. Graduating in Panclemic, having
classes online, escalating anxietg and going through miscarriage grimc took a bad toll on my overall health.
I want to share this here, so magbe one clay, I will g0 through these pages again, and will realize and
remember how I get throughj even in difficult times. And magbel some ofgou can relate with something
from this and share how we all have been and still are so resilient. | read somewhere, “Stigma is shame.
Shame causes silence. Silence hurts us all.” So, 1am going to try to listen more, try to be a little less
Judgmental, and magbe | can share my story with others and vice-versa. SPeaking the truth about

ourselves can remove stigmas someclag. I believe that “collective consciousness can bring changes”...

My wholejoumey with the Asian American Studies Program in UMass Boston gave me “space, voice and

rights”l and this is what | am going to keep working on... THANK YOU, all )

Cincly Tao

| am a second generation Vietnamese Chinese American, first generation co”ege student, and an onlg
daughter to reFugees. I will be gracluating with a major in Psgchologg, minor in sociologg, anda program-
o1c~stud3 in Asian American Studies. | was raised in Dorchester and have lived here all my life.

I decided to include a focus on Asian American Studies in my studies at UMass Boston because this was
somethingl was longing forin high school. 1 was unable to find a communitg even through an Asian
Students Association club | ]'ICIPCCl lead, because I was looking for sometl'ling beyoncljust l’lolcling
“cultural events”. Duri ng this time, | was invited to be a visitor to one of Professor Kiang’s classes because
it was the co“ege aPPIication process time. In his class, I can recall the images of avideo we watched. 1
remember Vietnamese children crying with their burnt skin barelg hanging, running and screaming as
naPalm bombs droPPed, and a child who looked no more than seven holcling onto their dead sibling. | sat
and cried. It was at this moment where | felt so connected, yetso disconnected. But it s]'la[aecl my

education Path, forever.

It was not until | took my first Introduction to Asian American Studies course in SPri ng 2017 where 1 felt
that this is the tgpe of education I was rea“y hungrg for. These classes have made me think about how our
dailg lives as Asian Americans are imPacted l:)y our histories. The AsAmSt Program has taught me to write
our own stories rather than other entities thinking theg should do it for us. No more to the small three-
sentence Paragraphs about the “Vietnam War” and the Chinese Exclusion Act that erased our People’s
voices and deemed them as rePIaceable in the textbooks of our United States History classes in Primarg
and high school. Because of Asian American Studies, Iwould not have been able to unlearn and UhPaCl(

the harmful narratives that the wider society created about our Pcoplc.



F‘ranklg, without Asian American Studies, 1 also do not think 1 would have been able to detect various
Problcms in Psgchologg‘ I would have not critica”g qucstionccl who and what is missing from the studies,
the trials, and the reports. Itis because of the education | received here that I can conFidentlg declare that
I want to commit to working with Asian rcgugcc and immigrant Po[:)ulations in the mental health field.
Trauma is notjust the DSM-5 standard definition of PTSD because that is not what it looks like to all our

communities. It comes in different forms, different sizes, and different stories.

In Fall 2020, 1 will be attcncling Boston Univcrsity’s Master of Social Work Program in the clinical track. My
future goals include bccoming a tl'lcrapist who can center clients’ voices and hclp them healin ways that
are aPPIicablc and accessible for them. | am saddened bg seeing our Pcoplc onlg sccking tl'lcra[ag when
things are at their ultimate worst. | am also saddened bg the low retention rates in tl'lcrapg, but also know
that many systemic barriers Plag arole in these numbers. If | were to name a dream, it would be to openmy

own Practicc or clinic in Dorchester.



I am honored to have had the Privilege to pursue an education in Asian American Studies at UMass
Boston, where classrooms like these are difficult to find, and are created with immense purpose to center
students’ voices holistica”g. Thank you to evergbodg in the Asian American Studies Program who have
alwags shown nothing less than genuine care, comPassion, and kindness to me, as educators, mentors,
and loving People. Thank you for gving me a reason to stay at UMass Boston and making me look
forward to completing my clegree. Last]g, thank you for helPing me learn and understand that my Parents

are more thanjust victims of the war, that tl'ley are, have been, and a]ways, will be, more.

Jiantao Wang

| came from Guangdong, Z.hongshan) China. 1 have been in Boston for cight years.

Havingan Asian American Studies Program~o1c~stud9 as my minor was meaningmcul. Il was alwags interested
in historg and erjoged understancling more about the exPeriences of Asian American communities in the
US. The Asian American Studies Program was a life changer formein my college life. 1 was able to learn
more about something I did not know about, such as the history of Asian Americans in the us, esPecially
Chinese immigrants. All those courses that | have taken would help me understand how to make better

decisions and how to make an impact on society later.



Education is the most Powchul weapon in the world. All the knowleclge that I have gained from Asian
American Studies would hclp me better understand my culture. It also hclps me understand the
importance of my own expcriences and how theg could be used as research resources for the next
gcncrations. Mg cxpcriencc could guidc more goutlﬁ onthe right Path toward success, and most

imPortantly to insPirc others.
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I decided to g0 back to my homeplacc in China in mid-June and start all over again. Origina“y the
unclergracluate gracluation ceremony would have been a greatway to celebrate my achievements. Even
more so, the ceremony would have allowed me to share the message of hopc and Possibilitg with students
who have similar exPcricnccs as mine. However, as gatl']cring in large crowds for the graduation ceremony

will create more hazards for the virus, my last year in the univcrsity will have to hastilg end.

ETFRAREKZZRE, # R A EF XN TR life-long friends w BH B 5B T 122 A% 5 TiX
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All banquets must end, and I must also temporarilg leave my immigrant life and the ]hce~|ong friends I've met
in these past eight years. But after exPeriencing all of this, 1 Fina”g understand the saging that “Plans will

never catch up to change.” | l']OPe all the nations in our world can unite and win this war.

Alice Zhou

As al.5 generation Chinese American born in China, I embarked on ajoumcg to studg inthe U.S.in 2012
at the age of 1». thad to leave my friends, ?amilyj and cverything that | knew behind in order to obtain an
education that my Parcnts had alwags wanted for me, an oPPortunitg that t]'leg were not able to have

because thcg had obligations to support their families. The biggcst accomplishmcnt inmy life thus faris

completinga degrcc in Economics and a Program~o1c~stud9 in Asian American Studies at UMass Boston.

The reason | decided to include a focus on Asian American Studies is that | felt a connection with the
People in the program which made me want to be more involved. After taking the Introduction to Asian
American Studies with Prof. Peter Kiangin my freshman year, | continued to take more AsAmSt courses
such as Cambodian American Culture and Communitg, Asian American Community lnternship, APPliecl
Research in Asian American Studies | & 11, Boston’s Asian American Communities, and Teaching &

Learning Il in Asian American Studies.



The AsAmSt Program has impactcd my coiiege exPerience in many ways; I am able to connect and engage
with what I'm studging academica”g and emotiona”g. For the first time in my life, education was full of
excitement for me. I feel very fortunate because | have many opportunities that | have not had in other
academic courses, such as speaking in the 201 9 APAHE (Asian Pacific Americans in Higher Education)
national conference in Oakland, California, interning at the Boston Chinatown Neigiﬂborhooci Center

(BCNQO), and Prociucing important research-based bilingual Projects.

After graduation, lam Planning tovisit my parents in China and explore afew countries in Asia.
Throughout my learning process in Asian American Studies, | have been able to discover and expand my
identity, my role in the Asian American community, to heip the Asian American community in the greater
Boston area, and dcvclop how I'am able to use my bilingual icnowledge to make change through my critical

and emotional reflections now as well as in the future.



Rccognizing Graduate Student Contributions

Jocclgn Lee (Z%325), M.A., Historical Archacologg

I am a second generation Chinese American. My parcnts moved to the U.S. to pursue graduatc education
when theg were in their 20’s. Theg were part of the wave of Taiwanese immigrants that came to the U.S. in
the 1980’s and staged to pursue the American Dream. | grewup hearing about their struggles in trging to
afford graduate school through working various Chines&relatedjobs such as working at Chinese
restaurants or teaching at Chinese schools. From tl'lem, l learned the im[:)ortance of Chinese communities
inthe U.S. and how theg Provided other means of survival for my parents. Because my parents had

alwags been very conscious of moving us to Places with a large Asian American Population, Asian



American issues became very present in my childhood. When 1 was in high school, Ijoined alocal Asian
American gout]*n organization with goals of encouraging Asian American 3ouths to have a Place to express
their voices. We began to dive into toPics of model minoritgj Asian stereotypes, cultural clashes and so on.
It was then that | was introduced to Asian American Studies. Despite acknowleclgi ng that Asian American
issues are alwags onmy mind in some way, in co”cgc I decided to pursue my career Passiomarchaeologg. J
graduated from Universitg of Margland, Baltimore County with a double major of Asian Studies and
Ancient Studies and had Plannecl on Pursuinga career in Chinese archaeologg‘ In the last couplc oFgcars,
during my time in Cultural Resource Management, | was introduced to Historical Archaeologg, and
sPechCica“g Chinese Diaspora archaeologg. with People such as Ke“y Fong, Laura Ng, and Kcﬂi Ozawa in
the field, 1 realized that this was the Pemcect cliscipline for me to pursue archaeologg while addressing

Asian American issues.

lama MA gracluate student in the Historical Archaeologg program in Anthropologg. Prior to my arrival at
UMD, Iwas recommended l:)y alumna Laura Ng to contact the Asian American Studies Program because
while she had also been here in Historical Archaeologg, she had been able to find an additional home in
this department. Thoug]*n I could only become more active in AsAmSt during my final semester, I am
grat@cul forall the oPPortunities thcy have Providcd me. Prior to this last semester, | occasiona”g POPPCC]
into the office to ask Peter Kiang and Shirley Tang for suggestions and recommendations on my thesis.
Theg were increcliblg hellmcul and | very much aPPreciated their advice, recommendations, and es[:)eciallg
their Perspectives from Asian American Studies. As historical archaeologg is inhcrcntlg intcrdisci[alinarg, I
know that to stucly Asian American archacologg, | must incorporate Asian American Studies. This is also
whg | am ecstatic to have Shirley onmy thesis committee. In this last semester, I was also given the
opportu nitg to TAfor Shirley’s AsAmSt 397 Chinese Bilingual Storyte“ing Class. Though the Pandemic
has caused the class to goina slightly different direction, 1 am very grat@cul for the opportunitg to hear
the stories of individual Chinese American students. Working with Shirleg and the Digital Storyte“ing team
has taught me the imPortance of documenti ng your own stories, and the power that individual stories can
Provicle. Peeling away the lagers of a story in order to discover and understand the nuances of your own
Family and its history is part ofa ]arger process in helping us make meaning, of our stories. As an
archaeologg studentj I have found a lot of Parallels in the methods taught bg my archaeologg Pro?essors
and bg Shirleg. These Parallels and the lessons I have learned from Shirleg (and will continue to learn),

have made me become a better archaeologist and a better advocate for Asian Americans.

As of fall 2020, | will be an archaeologg PhD student in Stanford’s anthropologg clepartment. Mg
research will continue to focus on Asian American archaeologg and, therefore, | hope to continue to

i ncorporate Asian American Studies work into my research. | hope to utilize all the different Asian
American Studies-related oPPortunities Proviclccl at Stanford in order to further not onlg my rcscarc]'l,
but to also ensure that I am aclvocating for the broader Asian American communitg‘ Lastlg, I will most
clmcinitelg not Forget all the lessons I have learned from the Asian American Studies Program here at UMB.
I will continue to keep current Chinese American narratives in the forefront of my mind as | continue my

career in Anthropologg.



AsAmSt Program Sampling from 2019-2020

“Whenever youcan help others, you should help.” — Mr. Stanley Chen (1925-2020)
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With great sadness, we carry forever memories of Mr. Stanley Chen, who Passecl away PeaceFullg in his sleep,just as
the lunar calendar completed its full cgcle inlate Januarg. From 2010 to the Present, Mr. Chen crafted a shared
model of intentionally low-profile, high-impact investment for a robust network of 40+ AsAmSt students based on
financial need, community—minded heart, pragmatic improvement, and collective commitments to help othersin the
future. Mr. Chen took great Pride in seeingthe UMb diplomas of SCCS students he had encouraged, and he
Provided rich, immigrant wisdom based on his own remarkable life experience and the legacg he litera“g built as the
Principal developer of Quincy Tower and South Cove Plaza, the first low-income elderlg housing Projed:s in Boston
Chinatown in 1978 and 1982. Our AsAmSt SCCS gratitude to Mr. Chen and Familg is deeplg Personal and ProFound.



After two graduate degrees (GISD, TCCS/CECS) Plus OPtional Practical Training, so many video coProduction
projects, and five years of daily, dedicated learning in AsAmSt —always while sharing precious Khmer cultural and
historical knowledge—PenhSamnang Kan has completed this chapter of her life inthe US, and retumsto her
beloved home and Familg in Phnom Penh, Cambodia after Julg 2020.

Thoug'u formal AY20 decisions are not yet announced, Lakshmi Srinivas is exPected to join AsAmSt as a full-time
senior Faculiy in SGISD/CEHD and Sl‘lirleg Tangis expected to be awarded Promotion to full ProFessor rank.
Special appreciation and honor gotoTri Quach for so many years of visionarg Practice and creative contribution.



AsAmSt Alumni in Action

LE GROUPE

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL

wesday #AXELCirque #CirqueduSolell

AXEL - Hero Of The Day | Cirque du Soleil Official Music Video

8,904 views « Nov 26,2019 147 B3 5 SHARE

AsAmSt alumni achievement of the year... Alex Woo (16), whose years of martial arts dedication and fall-down-
sevcn-times—get—up-eig,l'\t—timcs Persistcncc culminated with his selection as a featured PerFormcr in Cirquc du
Soleils international touring extravaganza on ice, AXEL, in 2019-2020—making a long-held dream come true.

SonCalam C09; M.A,, ’13) defended her PhD disscri‘ation, “Shi{:ting Grounds: Embodied Gcographics of
Displaccmcnt and Home for Vietnamese Women Across Generations,” at Clark Univcrsﬁ:y in Fcbruary [uPPcr left].
Classmates from the early days of AsAmSt, Hien Tran (88), Phoumara Nuon ('93; ‘07); Kim-Dung Nguyen ('90),
and Marglou Francisco (19), shared a new year reunion at Mara’s We“esleg Bakcrg, now in its 26th year [ower left].
ChuYu Huang (’Il)joinccl the staff of MA 3rd suffolk District Representative Aaron Michlewitz, Chair of the House
Ways & Means Committee, in January [lower middle with HuiYan Huang (15) at a Dec 2019 AsAmSt 398 exhibition].
During summer-fall 2019, Miwa Tanabe (02) [upper r@'nt] once again co-led the Institute for Community Inclusion’s
Tomodachi Lcaclership Training Program, creating unique educational empowerment opportunities for young
generation leaders from Japan with disabilitg~centerecl awareness and aclvocacg commitments [lower r@'nt] .



AANAPIS] Storg Portraits and Productions
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Bee Channel Productions

Who are we?

The Bee Channel Productions is a
mixed media outlet launched by the
Digital Storytelling in Asian American
Studies Team(© at the University of

Massachusetts Boston.

With AANAPISI {:unding support, Ammany Ty 18 Providcd fimitless leadership in multiple Prca'cd:s, from co~
Producing numerous multilingual digital stories to dramaticallg Pcrfonning her own Poctic narratives to creating
and curating a series of original AANAPISE Story Portraits that Proﬁ‘le recent AsAmSt alumni.
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Ammany’s digitallg Paintcd AANAPIS! Story Portraits from 2019-2020 include: Alex Woo (16), NhungVo 1,
Priya Sonal (°20), Minh Phan (18), Theresa Tran (19), and Candace Nguyen (18). The series is hosted via the
Digjtal Stories in Asian American Studies Team © Bee Channel Productions outlet (®AANAPISIstoryportraits on
1Gor https:/ /'www.facebook.com/, Pz/bccchannclprocluctions/ Photos/ 2tab=albumé&album id=692676874511589 .




CQOVID-19 Contexts
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Artist talk: Asian American Artists in Dorchester

. Arlene Vi -~ Jobuny [ o)
‘ﬂ‘"""y "“"":__'_. o | Featuring: Ngoc-Tran Vu, Khanh "Aiden” Nguyén,
S TR i e N and Joanna Tam

 RANAPISI OUTBREAR RACISH STORIES© WEB

University Hall Gallery featuring artists based in Dorchester,

ZOOM webinar hosted by Professor Chu Ly
and Gallery Director Sam Toabe

Thursday, April 30th, 2020 5:30pm-7pm

ZOOM registration required, CLICK HERE

In transitioning froma standing—room~on|9 salon space Featuﬁng AsAmSt 398 student co-Productions in
December [upper—leict] to our co-hosted March ga“erg talk with Dorchester Asian American artists that was
canceled due to state restrictions on crowd size, but later held remotelg with Chu Ly’s AsAmSt 228 in April
[middle] to a national AANAP1S! online webinar sharing new COVID-19 real-life-real-stories from Shirleg Tang's
AsAmSt 397/370 students and the cligjt’:\l storgte”ing in AsAmSt team [uPPer rigl‘nt], our courses and program
acljustcd as best we could througﬁout Spring 2020. individual Facultg , alumni, and students further shared their
own critical perspectives about racism, structural inequali{y , and front-line stress througﬁ webinars and Panels,
including Liza Talusan and Paul Watanabe [lower left], and Pinay nursing student leader Jaya Fianza [lower rig,h{:].

Meanwhile, AsAmSt alumna Jenny Chiang (1), executive director of the MA Asian American Commission,
organizccl the final in-person anti-racism ra”g at the State House on March 12, just before quarantine orders—
therebg gielcling, the iconic Photo (AP/Steven Senne) that is still circulating worldwide—with Jenny at the center.



A Joint Statement from Public Massachusetts AANAPIS! Institutions ~ 2 APril 2020
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= We repudiate racism. We celebrate the
:_‘”"‘.:'.“?":“'Z""E":: unique cultural wealth and strengths of
m our Asian American communities.

In the wake of the COVID-19 virus outbreak, Asian communities in
the Greater Boston area and across the United States have
experienced heightened xenophobic reactions. People perceived
to be of Chinese or Asian descent have been targeted with
discriminatory acts or endured general harassment.

Misinformation and politicization of this illness have caused
anxiety and lasting economic harm to our Asian communities. As
we watch the rampant course of COVID-19 through Asia, Africa,
Latin America, Europe and North America/U.S., we know that it
observes no national or ethnic boundaries. The fear of this
destructive virus has magnified the divisiveness within our society
and our nation. Only our care for one another can mitigate our
fears; only our compassion for everyone safeguards our society.

As the Asian American Native American and Pacific Islander
Serving Institutions (AANAPISI) of Massachusetts public
institutions—Bunker Hill Community College, Middlesex
Community College, and the University of Massachusetts Boston—
stand together to affirm our faith in the humanity of all people.
We repudiate racism and all forms of discrimination. We celebrate
the unique cultural wealth and strengths of our Asian American
communities.

Please report any incident of discrimination to college or
university officials or local law enforcement. Please keep one
another safe through these turbulent times.

Pam Eddinger
President
Bunker Hill Community College

Jim Mabry
President
Middlesex Community College

Katherine Newman
Interim Chancellor
UMass Boston



The Asian American Studies Program recognizes with aPPreciation:

e all current and former AsAmSt students and their Famiig members who have iaged essentialroles in

Providing care, securi’cg, sustenance, and suPPort of all kinds at all hours in all conditions for all of us.

o all AsAmst Facuitg, s’cag, ’ceacl*uing assistants, and students who have acljus’ced to mandatorg modes of
remote teachingfy iearning, while simultaneouslg addressing disparate impacts on i‘lCaI’Ci‘l, mental i‘neaiti‘u,

economic survival, and daiig threats of Pi‘ugsicai harm and racist attack against families and communities;
e KinhHaand Tomas Legton~Noian who each compiete& Honors Co”ege thesis Projects in AsAmSt.

e MinJin Kim, former AsAmSt instructor and UMB Nursing, PhD Program alumna, who begins atenure-
track Assistant Professor Position in Nursing at the Universitg of Cincinnati; Chu Ly, AsAmSt instructor
and M.Ed. alumna, who completed her EAD in Literacg and Language at Boston Universitg in September
2019 and begins a full-time Assistant Professor Position at Framingi‘iam State University in Education.

e  SonCalam, AsAmSt instructor and alumna, who comPleted her PhD in Geograpng at Clark Universitg in
May 2020 and was accePtecl to Penn State Universitg’s 2020 Summer Institute on The Geograpi‘nical
Imagjnation of Global Asias; Kim Soun Ty, AsAmSt instructor and alumna, who was awarded a Henry
Luce Foundation Sci‘lolarsi‘lip for the 2020 Southeast Asian Studies Summer Institute at U Wisconsin;
Parmita Gurung, AsAmSt aiumna, who returns to UMB for the 2020-21 Teach Next Year M.Ed. program.

e Tharh Nguyen, doctoral student in the Clinical Psgchoiogg program and former instructor of Asian
American Psgchoiogg (AsAmSt/| Psgch 2%8L), who was accePted into the Prestigious Minoritg Fe”owship
Program of the American Psgchoiogical Association from 201 9 th rough &egree comPietion;

. Janreg Javier & Jaeig Pereira who were elected as un&ergraciuate student government Presicient and
vice—Presicient. Janreg is the first I:iiiPinx student to hold this office. Both have taken AsAmSt classes.

. anthia Ore”ana) Director of UMB’s Office of Communitg Partners]'iips, who received the CamPus
ComPac’c network’s 2020 Nadinne Cruz Award for Communitg Engagement Professional—named in
honor of the beloved Pinag Pioneer of community engaged Iearning in the United States;

* everyone involved with our US DePartment of Education-funded AANAPIS] Program activities, inciuciing
co~Pls Joan Becker, Peter Kiang, Paul Wa’canabe) and Shirieg Tang; Asian American Student Success
Program staff led bg Sara Boxell with Pratna Kem, Frances Chow, Karen Chi, and Erica Lam and our
sister AANAPIS leaders at Bunker Hill Communitg Co”ege, inciuciing President Pam Eciciinger, I:acuitg
Prcject Director, Maria Puente, and Activitg Director, Aurora Bautista. Though wideig unacknowiecigeci,
UMDB’s AANAPISI status ciirectlg generateci additional CARES Act Funciing for student support in 2020.

e and Fina”g, Dr. Marcelo Suarez-Orozco Yy Dra. Carola Suérez-Orozco, whose grouncieci visions and
Fresh, biiinguai/bicuiturai ieadership will guicie the next cnapter of UMass Boston, beginning in AY21.

Please visit UMB’s Asian American Studies Program at www.umb.edu/asamst. For upciates of local community news, resources, and

events, see: i‘lttP://W\NW.]caCC}DOOl(.COm/UMB.ASAmSt. And if able, Piease consider contributing to the Asian American Studies

Program Capacitg Fund: ntt‘p://www.a]umni.umb.eciu/AsAmStﬁO. Thank you to our 2019-2020 donors for your generous suPPort!.



