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The Program

For nearig tnirtgﬂcive years, UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program has offered inte”ectua”5~
ci'iallenging, emotiona”9~engaging, cultura”ywesponsivq cultura”5~sustaining instruction in the classroom
with holistic, iﬁigi%impact Practices of mentoring, communityJ:)uilciing, service~]earning, and aclvocacg to
address the social and academic needs of students as well as the critical capacit9~buiic|ing needs of local
Asian American communities. The program offers the most Asian American Studies courses, tacuity, and
community ]inkages of any universitg in New F:nglanci. The program's alumni include teachers, social
workers, health care Proviclers, business entrePreneurs, and leaders of local Asian American communitg
organizations. By grouncling our curriculum, teacning, and aPPIied research in the realities of local Asian
American communities and bg respecting the know]ecige and bilingual/bicultural skills that many UMass
Boston students bring to the classroom, the AsAmSt Program creates Powencul learning environments for
all students to gain critical understanclings about the historical exPeriences, voices, contemporary issues,
and contributions of diverse Asian Populations inthe U.5. Graduate students from any area who have
Asian American Studies interests can serve as teacning/ research assistants, mentors to undergracluates,
and sPecial Project c{evelopers for the program. AANAPISI students from Bunker Hill Community College
and those from Partnering Pre~co”egiate and communitg 3outn programs are encouragecl to access
AsAmSt’s iearning oPPortunities. Community members and organizations as well as alumni Participate in
our activities in many short- and ]ong~term ways. Since 2010, UMass Boston has been the on]g research
university in New England designated and funded bg the U.S. Department of Education as an Asian
American Native American Pacific Islander Serving Institution (AANAPIS)).



Celebrating our 2020-2021 Graduates in Asian American Studies

with Panclemic Persistence, seven resilient unclergraciuates—Kira I. Relia Arzadon, Yagin He (756 8),
Cara Gee Lew, Danny Thien Mai, Jaelg Cailin Pereira, Zi'iinangWen (XL &EH#), and Jin Weng (548 iH)—

remained remoteig connected to finish six or more AsAmSt courses and all Program—ot~stud3
requirements in Asian American Studies. A total of 132 students have now comPietecl AsAmSt
concentrations since 2000. We aciclitiona”g recognize four dedicated gracluate students, inclucling three

umb unciergracluate AsAmSt alumni, who comPietecl their master’s ciegrees while contributing to various

AsAmSt curriculum, teaci'iing and research Projects: Parmita Gurung (AT ZIE), Nao Hang-
Robertson, Pratna Kem, and A]yssa Jasmine Moir. We offer much overdue oPtimism and continuing care
to these ten featured students and to all 2020-2021 gracluating students who have exPerienceci Asian
American Studies at UMB.

We wish saicetg, securitg, and soiiclaritg as well asjustice and peace to all AsAmSt students, tacultg, staff,
alumni, communitg Partners, and donors, and to IAAS, AASSP, SGISD/CEHD, and our AANAPIS] allies.
The cover Photo of beloved alumnae Kim-Dung Nguyen and Matyiou Francisco—who took our earliest
AsAmSt courses in the late 1980s—documents the April 2021 l"igiwt Anti-Asian Hate ra”g in Quincy, MA.

F‘ina”g, with too many losses of friends and co”eagues as well as Famiig and communitg members cluring
the Past year, we Particu]arig note the Passing of two tenured Asian American tacultg members who were
cach affiliated with the Asian American Studies Program througiiout their long and clistinguisi*ieci careers:
Xiaogang Deng, Associate Professor of Sociologg, in January 2021, and Sari Kawana, Professor of
JaPanese Language, in October 2020. Drawn to UMass Boston’s urban Pub]ic mission, tiwey were each
art of a vital generation of Asian immigrant tacultg who contributed in generous and insPiring ways to our

collective scho]arsl'iip, teaciiing, and service commitments. We remember and honor them, among so many.



Program~o{:~5tud9 in Asian American Studies

Kira I. Relia Arzadon

I came to UMB as a biochemistrg major on
the Prc~med track. When | realized t]J—nat
there was an area of stuclg that could hclp
me realize why I felt so Pressurccl to become
a successful doctor, evergthing changed. I
realized that my anxietg c{uring every exam,
my reluctance to ask qucstions in the lab,
and my overall lack of confidence in my
inte”igence weren’t normal but I assumed |
wasjust strugg]ing to find motivation like
most of my peers. When I took my first
Anthropo]ogg course, my throat was sore
the next dag from how much 1 had sPoken.
My usual silence in every class was now
contested 59 my bi~weel<]9 “People and
Cultures in MesoAmerica” class. | onlg
wanted more but wasn’t rcad9 to change my
ma}jor out of fear that my Parents would

ju&gc me. When | found the Asian American

Studies Program and took my first class in
this course of stuclg which was “Asian
Women inthe U.S,” | slow]g started to
accept that my mother wouldn’t have
sacrificed all that she did in order to come to
America for her claughters to not do what
made them haPPH. So, | changed my major

to Anthropologzj in mgjur\ior year and took every Asian American Studies course | could.

Asa Filipina American, | find that even though I took as many classes in the department as | could, few
classes focused on my history, s0 | ciuicug learned that if | wanted to learn more about mgschc, I had to
either research mgse!xc, which was boring, or find the someone in my class who might be able to fill the
holes in my lmowleclge about Southeast Asian cultures and histories. 1 learned that my favorite type of
learning was from my peers in these classes and that helpecl me be open to not only a new way of learning,
but also helped me realize that my creativity in this regard could be used. 1 first started a Poclcast called

“Don’t call me Asian” where | exPlainecl the lack of unclers’cancling of the word “Asian” based on my own



internalized racism and racist cxpcriences. Then I self-directed, edited, and shot a series of videos based
on Asian American stereotypes and the fetishization of Asian women called “Normal Girl.” 1 followed that
video with another called “goocl days” where I tried to tackle themes such as the aPProPria’tion of Black
culture and the importancc of Fighting for proper Black reprcsentation inall spaces.

I wouldn’t be in the Position I am now working onmy third video if it weren’t for the community | foundin
the Asian American Studies Program. Thank you to everyone in my classes and everyone else in this
Program because we are cloing the work that our ancestors Fought for us to be able to have. 1 am forever
gratmcul tomy peers, my mentors, and my Familg. A sPecial thanks to Dr. Lauren Su”ivan, Prof. Daniela
Ba]anzategui, Prof. Anna Blaschke, Dr. Mridula Satgamurti, Dr. Shirleg Tang, Prof. Peter Kiang, Prof.
Minjin Kim, and my mom Estrella Arzadon.

Yayin He (fT# )

Mg name is Yagin He which is written as

TR In Chincse, and my Englisl'l name
is SoPhia. I moved to the U.S with my
Family from Chinain 2013, after fifteen
years of waiting for our immigration visas
to be Fina”g aPProvecl. | was 19 years old
when ljust arrived in the U.S. 1 had
almost gracluatecl from High Schoolin
China, but 1 hadn’t finished my Senior
year before I moved to the U.S. Because
of the language barriers, I decided to
take over again the Fouryears of high
schoolinthe U.S.

Thanks to community 9outh programs
like Chinese Progressive Association
(CPA), Boston Chinatown
Neighborhoo& Association (BCNC), and
esPeciang BCNC’s Chinese Immigrant
Student Leadership (ChisL) program
based at Charlestown High Schoolin
Boston, | adjusted, made friends with
other Chinese immigrant students, and
dcvclopecl leadcrship skills which made
me feel connected and motivated to

finish and goon for higher education.



But co”egc was different. | felt isolated and quicklg got cliscouraged. I decided to include a focus on
Asian American Studies in my studies at UMass Boston because AsAmSt brought me back to mgse]xC and
gave me a sense of bclonging. I felt less motivated after | started co”cgc, until my second year when I took
Dr. Slﬂirlcg’s AsAmSt 498 Tcacl'ling & Learning in Asian American Studies class on Chinese bi!ingual
storgte”ing. This was my favorite course overall of all four years of co”ege, and I have many goocl
memories from that class. More importantlg, | felt motivated for school again ever since. From thenon, |

decided to do the Program~oF~stuclg in Asian American Studies at UMass Boston.

I'see my future Plans as working in Accounting or something related to the management field. if Possib]e, J
would like to work Part—time or volunteer in an Asian/Chinese communit5~ based organization in the

Boston area, as the way to stay involved with Asian American Studies work wherever | goin the future.

Cara Gee Lew

I am a Chinese American First~gcncration co”ege
student, born in Boston and raised in Quincg, with
Chinese immigrant parents. When I was younger, my
Parcnts worked Fu”~time, SO my granclma would take
care of my sisters and me cluring the clag. I didnt
grow up in the most diverse environment which has
impacted me a lot. It was not until | came to UMass
Boston and discovered the Asian American Studies
Program where I was able to learn more about Asian
American culture, historg, and most imPortantlgz
mgsc]xc. | majorecl in Socio]ogg, minored in English,
and comP]eted the Program~oF~s’cucl9 in Asian

American Studies.

I didn’t know that UMass Boston had an Asian
American Studies Program. But thankfu”g, my
advisor, Frances Van Pelt, recommended me taking
ASAMST 370 with Shirley Tang, Taking that class
allowed me to learn more about mgselF as well as
reflect. The environment in that class was very
wclcoming and suPPor‘cive. At the end of that semester, Shir]eg asked if 1 was interested in having Asian
American Studies as a Program~o1c~stud9. After some time to think about it, I filled out the Paperworlc and
handed it in. I never looked back. 1 took classes where | gotto learn and relate, too~—somcthing! had
never cxPcriencc& before in past school exPerienccs. For me, when taking my AsAmSt classes, it's not

about what grade I get, it’s about the stories | getto listen to and learn from.



When | first entered UMass Boston, | wanted to become a social worker. 1 still do, but now I also want to
become a teacher one dag—mg drcamjob when I was little. 1 am currentlg interning/volunteering at
Boston Chinatown Neighborhoocl Center (BCNQ) in the F‘amily Services clc[:)artment where I am currently
interacting with kids throug]'l rcacling and slﬂaring books that have reprcscntation, that enable them to see
themselves on the Pagcs—somethingl did not have when 1 was their age. With the lessons and stories |
learned from Asian American Stuc[ics, Jwant to hclp and teach others about the Asian/Asian American
history that has been overlooked throughout evcrgone’s education and help others whose voices are

being ignorcd.

Danng Thien Mai

lama seconchcncration Vietnamese son of rcmcugccs. I have lived in the Greater Boston area, sPcchCicang
the citg of Malden, my whole life. 1am graduating from UMass Boston with a Bachelor's clegrec in Social
Psycl'lologg anda Program~oF~Stuclg in Asian American Studies.

Growing up, I had no sense of direction of what |
wanted to do and, to be honest, I am still scarching
for the most Part. When | first entered co”cge, | was
undecided for two years until | decided to declare my
major. The reason why | chose Social Psycho]ogg
instead onust Psgcho]ogg was because I also
enjoge& ]earning about the sociologg of People and
why People act or behave in certain ways in society

orin groups.

lam currentlg worl(ing in three Positions. Oneis as an
Asian American research assistant where | assist with
data inPut and ﬁnding research on Asian American
Women and the pay wage gap. My next role is bcinga
mentor with the Asian American Student Success
Program (AASSP), where | hclp givc gui&ance tomy
mentees about their academic and social life. Lastlg, J
work as a deliverg driver fora contemporary Asian

Fusion restaurant on the weekends.

My direction is still unclear to me right now, but | have
a hochcul future ahead rcgard[ess. As | grow older
mcnta”g, it will all come to me. What I learned from others and am still lcarning is to take things clag bg dag,

to not force angthing, and let whatever or whoever is goingto come into my life to come to me.



I first became interested in the Asian American Studies Program after my sister, who also gracluatecl with
an AsAmSt Program—oF«Stucly, suggesteci that | take one of their courses in my Freshman year. After
taking Asian Women in the UL.S, even ti'iough | iclenti@ as an Asian American male, I found mgse]ic relating
toalot of the struggles that were being talked about in class. 1 used to keep all these tl'lings to myselic as |
did not have the safe space to share with others. But | found that in the Asian American Studies courses.
Everg class 1 took helped me to dive cieeper into my Past, my Parents’ Past, the Past of Asian Americans,
and find my iclentitg within it. By being more in touch with beingAsian American, in general, I found mgselic
joining clubs like the Vietnamese Student Association and working for the Asian American Student
Success Program. All of that would not have been Possible if it were not for my sister encouraging me to

follow her Footsteps and take classes about People fike me.

Eventua”yl I would like to work in Human Services—-sometiiing that would revolve around Psgchologg or
being a Social Worker. 1 believe that having a Program~01c~stuc|9 in Asian American Studies will make me
more cultura”g competent for any Asian American clients that 1 have. I will be able to relate with and
educate them as well as non-Asian Americans, if need be. I would also like to stay connected with the
Asian American Studies Program in any way Possib]e. Whether that be going back to be a Panelist ora

guest sPeal(er in a class or other Possibilities, it would be an honor to do so.

Jaclg Cailin Pereira

Before co”egej lwas a siﬁg girl from a small town filled with Eurocentric pressures and ideals that were the
“unsaid” rules of the town. Within my experience in that small town, | a]wags knew there was more. | a]wags
knew there was more to my own iclentitg that | would never know until 1 left my town. My ties to the
lncligenous community in Massachusetts were silenced, esPeciang after losing my granclparentsj who were
my onlg connection to that community. My iclentity as a lLatinawas a]wags 50 hazg, Feelinga cleep
connection to both my Brazilian and Azorean I'ieri’tagesj but never learning more. | a]wags felt like

something was missing, and | geamecl to learn more.

When I was young, | would occasiona”g visit Family members in Boston. One vision | had whenever | thought
of clriving into the city was a tall tan bui]cling visible from the I'iighwag. There was someti'iing like a gazebo
on top, with 9e”ow, green, and red co]orings. This vision was familiar, like a Pl’iotographic memory that |

could alwags recognize and look forward to seeing again.

Coming to UMass Boston, | had no friends, no one from my high school. I was alone, in a school an hour
away from me, with nothing but my backpack and my car Parkeci in a crowded lot a ]ong shuttle ride away.
I had met a few PeoPle from orientation, but I never thought those People would be the same friends who
would save me a seat in class if | were late. Those Friendship bonds I created and held for the past four

years have led me here, todag, graciuating from this program.



Bcing commuter stuclents, we often looked at restaurants outside of the Peninsula as our best options.
My friends, Rui and Duy, knew the restaurants in Chinatown and suggcstcd we goto a Placc called “Hot
Pot Buffet”. This clay opcncd my eyes to the importancc of food as a way to gatl'ler in the Asian
community. From here, we went to different restaurants in Chinatown or the local area of Malden and
Medford. I learned about my friends’ cultures, the dishes theg hold close with childhood memories, and
their home languagcs when orclcring food. Food became our own way of creating community. | will forever
be gratelcu] for my friends and the Patiencc theg had when trying to teach me how to order in different
languages or educate me about why tl'lcy held certain traditions. They allowed me to ask things I was too
shg to ask anyone else. Their Fricnclship made me feel like part ofa Familg.

Rui, Duy;, Wai, Charbel, and Janrey — thank you all for giving me insight into your identities and helping me

learn what | know toclay. I am fortunate for your Frienc{ships and our conversations.

The first class I had in Asian American Studies was AsAmSt 250G: Rise UPI Asian American Leaclership
and Social Changc taught bg Loan Dao. That course, and hearing about the program of s’cudy in Asian
American Studies, oPenec{ a door for me. Being a biologg ma}jor ona Pre~meclica| track, I wasn’t led to
believe that talcing upa minor in any way was Possible or beneficial to my future goa]s. | was discouragccl,
in fact, from doing so in order to graduate “ontime”. But | was too determined. I loved my first Asian
American Studies class, bonded with my Prochsor and classmates, and knew it could not be my last
course. After Planning outmy final two years on stickg notes on a wall, I knew I could make it work. The

next day | aPPlied tobea Part of the program and never looked back.



The Asian American Studies Program felt like a home, and 1 was part of a connected community, even
outside of UMass Boston. Mang of my ProFessors became my mentors, as | spoke with them about the
challenges I was Facing and theg would support me in both my academics and on a Persona] level. Out of
my six courses for the Program~omc~stucly, five were taught bﬂ and had teaching assistants who were Asian
American women who often felt like older sisters or aunties to me. These connections made me
comfortable with aslcing questions or knowing that the advice I was getting was from the lens of another
woman of color, which was non-existent in the classes I took for my biologg major track. All their advice

and insights have shaped me to be who I am toclag, and I will never Forget them or their teachings.

Loan, Noor, Son Ca, Linh, Lakshmi, Shir]eg, Ammany, Nia, and Kim — thank you for all that you do and the

imPact you made on my fife.

Tl'lough | was quite confused about how to connect the two Pieces of my undergraduate clegree, Asian
American Studies and Pre-Med biologg, I found the PerFect combination through the Asian American
Psgchologg class. I saw the imPor’cance of mental health care for all Asian Americans, esPeciang Asian
American gouth. with this, 1 had also noticed how calm and connected my friends had felt to my sister’s
clog, Luna, given how ger\tle she was. | realized that I could pursue the direction of animal-assisted
therapg and concentrate my service to Asian American communities, esPecia”y Asian American gouth,

working to c{estigmatize mental health illness.

with this newfound Passion Place& onmy heart, | served as a co-trip leader for the Beacon Voyages for
Service program through the Office of Student Leaclership and Community Engagement this year. With a
team of ten Participants, lused my knowleclge from Asian American Studies classes to educate the team
about parts of the Asian American exPerience and whg mental health illness is so Prevalent, yet still so
stigma’cized. This BVS ’criP made a full circle moment for me, as | reconnected with the Networking
Association of Vietnamese Americans (NOVA), who had Presentecl to my AsAmSt 250G class two years
carlier, to meet with my 2021 BVS triP Participants.

Jenny, Winnie, Reina, Ke”g, Xiaochuan, Isobel, Neil, Jasmine, Vivian, and Shanarah — thank you allfor
being Par‘ticipants ona triP that helpeé me further discover my Passions. Your dedication and curiosity to

learn more and serve the communitg has insPirecl me.

Peter and David — Thank you for helping me and Janre9 to create the triP that we had envisioned and

connecting us to so many incredible communitg members in the Boston area.

I will never Forge’c the first time | drove from campus to Chinatown with my friends. As I took the exit from
the highway, ] recognizecl what I saw from my Boston childhood vision. On top ofa builciing, was a Chinese
Pavilion colored in red, green, and 9e”ow. Underneath was a line of large red le’c’cers, sPe”ing the words
“Welcome to Chinatown”. 1 was hit with a wave of emotions. Everything felt like it was ga”ing into Place, and

[ felt like 1 belongecl and was on my Path of purpose. | continue to remember this sPechCic moment in my



Joumcg through Asian American Studies and my graduation. It reminds me of where I started, how much |

have grown, and how much growth and learningl must continue to do to better serve the communitg.
Though words are hard to encapsu]atc my gratitucle, I will be forever thankful that | was fortunate cnough
to be able to be a Part of this program. This program has made me more curious to pursue ]earning about

my own identities, and continue lcarning about a community that took me in as their own and showered me

with love when I had no one.

Z.hihang Wen (X &Ht)
Started from the BOTTOM, now we HERE. ..

| first heard this songwhen I was in my high school ESL class. And now, I am here.

My name is 3LEM (Zhil’lang Wen). I am from Guangdong, China. For me to Fina”g be able to write these
words, it has been a /ongjourncg. Nine years of immigrant life he]Pccl me to become a mature person. I

learned a lot.



Hereis mgjourncg. From China to the us, Ilearned “‘immigrant.” From a student to a Parthime restaurant
worker, | learned “immigrant life.” From l']igl'l school to UMass Boston, | learned “Asian American.” |
experienced alot. Words can’t te”, but the wrinkles on my face don’t lie. Yet, the moment | wrote these

words, | felt like evcrgthingwas worth it.

I believe I have been successful in school because the Facu]tg, staff, and students in the Asian American
Studies Program helpecl me a]ong my educationaljoumeg. Three years ago, Sophia brought me to
Professor Shirleg’s class, AsAmSt 497 Tcaching and Learningin Asian American Studies, and that was my
turning Point. From Shirlcy, I learned about the Asian American Studies Program, and I learned more

about this idea: “connection.”

Through this class, I had the oPPortunity to visit Oakland, California, where 1 Prcsentecl at the Asian
Pacific Americans in Higher Education conference. From my experiences in Oakland, | know there are

Pcople in the communitg who are wi”ing to help Asians become successful.

The Fo”owing semester, | took Southeast Asians in the U.S. with Shirleg, and I learned more about
Vietnamese reFugecs and their traumas from the Vietnam War. | also took Cambodian American Culture
and Commur\ity with Kim, and I learned about the terrhcging bombs that were droPPecl on Cambodia.
Through Peter, | learned about Mt. HoPe Cemetcry, where our ancestors were buried without their names.

Because of this program, I found meaning, in “communitg” and my identitg as an Asian American.

Here is my Futurejourneg. Itis going to be a new chaPter after leaving UMass Boston. | am Planning to visit
my home country. I am still ’chinking about where I should g0 and where I should stay. But there is no doubt
that the knowledgc | gaincd from the Asian American Studies Program is going to reap endless benefits.

I love this program, and 1 love the PeoPle in the program. No matter where | £0, or where | work, I know that

Fwill alwags have another home in room W-2-97 at UMass Boston—a home that is always full of PcoPIc,

full onog.

Magbe this is what I have found most meaning?ul from that first AsAmst 497 class: 4K B R,
Started from the BO TTOM, nowwe HERE.

lwon’t Forget where 've been.



Jin R. Weng (£ 4% 9)

lam a 1.8 generation Taishanese American, born in Taishan, Guangclong Province of China.1 immigrated to
Boston with my mom and sister when | was 4. Chinatown has been my home ever since we settled here. In

May, I am gracluatingwith a major in Political science and a Program~omc~stud9 in Asian American Studies.

When | came to UMass Boston, | felt lost. It wasn’t until | enrolled in Professor Kiang's Boston’s Asian
American Communities where | found a Placc of belonging. Never had I ever thought I would be taking a
class Focusing on homes. I had never thought to view Chinatown and other ncighborhoods through critical
eyes, in terms of space, voice, and rights. What these Placcs mean for their community, and what is

needed to preserve the neighborhoocls. That first class left me dcsiring to learn more.

| came to aPPrcciate that Asian American Studies values our experienccs and our unclerstan&ing. I felt
validated that many share similar cxPcricnces and strugg]es as me, like what it means to growup as an
immigrant in America. | came to aPPreciate all of our reflections in class to he]P connect us with others to

find common humanity.

Most of all, 1 erjog ]earning about the Asians who came before me. I felt a personal connection to the early

Chinese settlers. Not onlg the stories and historg of their contributions, strugg]es, and sacrifices but that



theg shared a similar Place of origin as me: Taishan. Theg laid the foundation for future generations like

my Familg to walk upon. Without them, we might not be here.

Knowing that, I am Proucl of whol am. 1 feel a sense of responsibility to share Asian American history with

others. To ensure that the progress is made and avoid rcpcating the Past.

For the future, I want to incorPoratc my knowlcdgc ofus historg, Asian American historg, and Political
science to imProvc the Asian American communitg. lamvery fortunate to be able to take Asian American
Studies courses. | am cterna”g grathul for the mentors and friends whom I have met and got to know in

thisjourneg.



Rccognizing Graduate Student Contributions

Parmita Gurung GGG ITS) (thcy/shc), M.Ed., Elcmcntarg Education

Namaste! | am a 1.8 generation Ncpali American immigrant educator and artist. I hold a B.A. in Sociologg
anda program of stuclg in Asian American Studies. This year, lam gracluating from UMass Boston's
Teach Next Year (TNY) master's program in Eiementarg Education with Massachusetts General
Education teacher licensure and additional licensure in SPccial Education, Moderate Disabilities (SPED),

and Engiish as a Second Language (ESL).

Currentig, I teach 4th gracle in the Boston Public Schools. I am committed to decoionizing education bg
cultivating cuitura”g relevant classrooms. I teach to enable BIPOC students to recognize the beautg and

power they hold within and engage students' thinicing aboutjustice and the disruPtion of oPPression. My



focus on anti-bias/anti-racist Peclagogg, trauma-informed teacning and restorati\/ejustice Practices

move me to suPPort diverse 3outn in a holistic aPProach while expecting excellence from every student.

My tcaclﬁing Phi!osoplﬂg has cvcrgtl'ling to do with my expcriencc in Asian American Studies and my

activism background in the Boston Nepali communitg.

Jumpstarting my teaching careerin the birth[:)]ace of Public education amid a double Pandcmic of cCoviID-

19 and racial violence has been rcmarkab]y clemancling. Between remote teaching, lcarning, and isolation, |

felt my crcativitg and my iclentitg striP away from me. So, when | got the oPPortunitg to continue my work

with the Digita] Storgtc”ingTeam in Asian American Studies, | was over the moon. We have many new and

exciting Projects coming up, includinga mu]ti—lingual, intergcncrationa] children's storybook that

addresses this double Pandemic experiencccl bg Asian American communities. For too long, I've

exPeriencccl and bore witness to many irjustices in the education system. For too ]ong, Peop]e in power

have gotten away without any accountabi]itg. I will not be silenced. 1 am confident in my purpose, andlam

teaching, learning, creating for justice.
2 2, gTor )

Nao Hang~Robcrtson, M.A,, Global Governance and Human Sccuritg

My name is Nao Hang~Robcrtson. lam Hmong
and grewup in Wisconsin. | am in the MA Global
Governance and Human Security (GGHS)
program. Mg focus draws on the Hmong ethnic
minoritg‘s cmphasis on gendcr, minority rights,
and human security. My capstone studg was on
“The Absence of Human Securitg for the Hmong
People in Thailand”, Particu[arlg concerning, how
Hmong families are Pressurecl to cnange their
surnames in excnange for collective rignts and
oPPortunities in Thailand. My next Plan is to
work with the vulnerable community and find an

oPPortunltg to grow my career.

My connection to the Asian American Studies
Program at UMB began as | reached out to
Proxcessors who have similar interests to my work.
| contacted Dr. Shirleg Tangto take one of her
courses for my graduate elective. lnstead, we

designed an independent s’cu&y Focusing on the

Hmong communi’cg in Fitchburg, Massachusetts. | comPlc’cecﬂ a bilingual oral nistorg s’cu&y with three

individual Hmong communitg members about their exPeriences coming to the United States and their

livelihoods in MA. 1 also 5Poke to students in AsAmSt 225 to share my Project and my own backgrouncl.



Pratna Kem, M.A., f:nglish

ngoumcg througl'l my graduate experience has been quitc the process, and there are many t]'lings that |
am Feeling in this moment as | have Fina”g finished. However, more than angthing else, | amjust simplﬂ
gratmcul. lam gratcncu] for that fateful clag when my childhood friend, Jimmg Lal, ranclomlg ran into me and
baon the UMass Boston shuttle bus and took us straight to Dr. Peter Kiang's Asian American Studies
class. 1 am gratcwcul for Peter’s unconditional mcntorshipj care, and suPPort from that moment forward. |
am grat@cul for the Asian American Studies Program where I have met so many mentors—Dr. Ping-Ann
Addo, Dr. Chris Fung, Dr. Esther lwanaga, Dr. Jon iftikar, Dr. Sam Museus, Dr. Patricia Neilson, Dr.
Rajini Srikanth, Dr. Karen Suyemoto, Dr. Shirleg Tang, and Dr. Paul Watanabe—and 1 am gratmcu] that
their commitment to their Passion and work has Providecl for me the incredible Privilcge of an unbelievable
ethnic studies education. I am grat@cul for my peers in the Asian American Studies Program who have
become some of my dearest friends and whose Patience with me throughout the years have helpccl me to
grow begoncl anythingl could have imaginecl. lam grateFul for Dr. Patricia Neilson who watched over me as
I took my first steps into AANAPIS] work. | am grateFul for her thoughhcu] guiclance tl'lrough the years, her
wisdom, and her fire to continue to Fight for what she believes in—through herlam inspirecl and have

made a ]hcelong friend.
To Sara, Frances, Karen, Erica, Mai, Satg, and all of our stuc[ents, thank you all for your suPPor’t througlﬁ
one of the most ricliculously cha”enginggears of my career and education. Your support throughout our

time togcther in the Asian American Student Success Program has allowed me to be the best of mgseh?

To the class of 2021, congratulationsl We out!



Algssa Jasmine Moir, M.S., Rehabilitation Counseling

I was born in Boston, MA while my Parents are from two
different continents. My father is from Euro[ae~ London,
Englancl and my mother is from Asia- Pak Phanang,
Nakhonsithammarat district in Thailand. Once I tell others
about my backgrouncl, the most common responses lget is
“rea”g, you are mixed” or you don’t look “Asian.” Each time |

know it’s not the first or last time I will hear this.

I received my bachelors clegree in 2016 from UMass Boston
with a major in Psychologg and Program~omc~stud3 in Asian
American Studies. | learned so much from the Asian American
Studies Program. It was so different from any of the other
classes 1 was tal(ing. | gotto learn more about historg,
stereotgpes etc. | felt so connected to what | was ]earning. |
enjoyecl my unclergracluate years at UMDB, | made meaninggu]

connections, lasting Frienclships, and amazing exPeriences‘

| started my master’s clegree program in 2018 and am

gracluating in clinical rehabilitation counse]ingwitl'] eligibility

for alicense in mental health. Peter Kiang origina”g informed

me about this program. Rehabilitation counselors hel

individuals with a variety of different disabilities to c[evelop

the necessary supports to imProve their we”being, gain

emPlonent or become more indepenclent. During my final

year, | was fortunate to intern with a grant~1cundecl program that focuses on working with survivors of
trauma. I learned a great deal from this program. Trauma-focused counse]ing can be very intense and
survivors of trauma all have different healing processes. It is important to be mindful when Provicling
counse]ing and also to be able to Practice self-care. After gracluating, I will be looking fora Position that
focuses on survivors of trauma or that serves children and adolescents who are experiencing mental

health emergencies or needing stabilization in the home.

Throughout gracluate school, 1 learned the imPortance of being aware of ourselves and our biases. | hope
to help others reach their full Potential as | continue to gain more exPerience working with diverse
Populations inclucling Asians/Asian Americans. During the current Panclemic, it is difficult to see how
individuals can so easilg make assumPtions about someone’s background and attack them Physica”g or
Verballg. These experiences that Asians/Asian Americans are going throug]'l are traumatic. In the work |
have done with individuals with trauma, sometimes the People involved in their lives do not Fu”g understand
their exPeriences. I hope to continue to do work as a therapist to helP Provicle Psgchoeducation and to

Provicle accurate information to helP address racism and stereotgpes.



AsAmSt Program Sampling from 2020-2021 - Facultg/ Student Work

Joined 139 Honors
Collegc Dean,
Rz?jini Srikanth,
Yayin He and
Janrey Javier
Presented AsAmSt
thesis Projects in
May 2021 on
“Chinese Immigrant
Leaclersl'lip” and
“How do

Students in Prof.
Lakshmi Srinivas’s
AsAmSt 226 Becoming
South Asians courses
in Fall 2020 and SPring
2021 Procluced many
fresh Projec‘cs ona
wide range of loca],
national, and

transnational toPics.

SamP]e toPics focused
on issues and clgnamics
of immigrant Family life,
Patterns and
motivations of reverse
migration, musical
stgles and cultural
identities, communitg
news and media
rePresentations, and
suPermarke’c~based
Familg models of

entrcPreneurshiP.

Massachusetts Public Higl'ler Education Institutions SUPPor‘t Asian American Leaclersl'lip DeveloPment’?”



AsAmSt 270 Cambodian American Culture and Communitg, taught rcmotely l:)g Kim Soun Ty in Fall 2020,

had its ]argcst~ever enrollment of Khmer/Khmer American-identified students. In this scrcenshot, former

270 tcacl'ling assistant, S]] Anmi ( Penhsamnang Kan) ,J’oins the 270 class as a guest filmmaker to
share her master's capstone Project, "Three Generations of Cambodian Men in the Diaspora." As the
video is Plaging, Jenny Ngeth‘s grancl{athcr hears the Khmer ]anguage and becomes curious about the
video Projcct. 270 student Jenny cagcrly invites Grandpa tojoin our class. Grandpa watches the video
andjoins usina bilingual discussion afterwards. Grancl[:)a shares his reflections on the video and his
cxpcricnces with aging and

health complications while 270

alumna and current teaching

assistant Darlene Yin, Khmer

Culture Association Co-

Presidents Nakra Ath—Lg 270

alum) and Samoanna Pang 270

student), and 270 student Andﬂ

Rath listen careFu”g. Other 270

students cxcitcc“y share their

encouragements for grandpa in

the chat box. In week 2, the class

had oPened with the Khmer

proverb: 1fiWagA SMATMU

(the immature rice stalk stands erect, while the mature stalk, heavy with grain, bends over). Indeed,
students put this into Practice cach week of the fall semester. Much aPPreciation to Jenny for engaging
grandpa and to Bong Samnang for alwags suPPorting 270 even while now living back home in Cambodia.

While maintaining, her community arts leaclcrship role, Ngoc-Tran Vu (right) taught AsAmSt 228 Asian
Women in the us, and Pratna Kem led AsAmSt 250G Rise UP: Asian American Lcadcrship and Social
Cl'langc. Many community presenters interacted with each course during both semesters, inclucling
acclaimed, California-based Khmer American documcntarg filmmaker, Mike Siv, in AsAmSt 250G (left).



AsAmSt 200 Intro to Asian American Studies students emoted heartilg for their Teac]'ling Assistants,
led by Linh~P]’1u’ongVG with Li]y Horburapa, Tianmi Feng and Tenzin Dechen. Cara Lew in AsAmSt 397

hand«:raftccl red CﬂVClOPCS O{: care Wit]’l OX-]CC! solidarity messages FOI‘ loca] communitg ]eadcrs.

Working c]osc]y with Ammany Ty and Nia Duong of the AANAPlSl—suPPorted Digital Storyte”ing in Asian
American Studies team, advanced students in Shirleg Tang's AsAmSt 598 Applied Research in Asian
American Studies, Laganie Oscar, Jaely Pereira, Kirsteen Rabog, and Celine Vogarcl, co—Proclucecl:
SIDGaL Your Truth - a multimedia zine L’y and about womxn of color and Presentecl atacampus launch in
Dec 2020. With art, Poc‘cry, music, essays, reviews, and reflections on decolonizing the mind, womxn of
color lcaclcrship, traditional healing rccipesj and much more, the zine is accessible online via:

httlps: //indd.adobe.com/view/52103736-8ecd-4t46-9%29-4982829e75cc




AsAmSt Alumni RcPrcscnting

Cirque du soleil star Alex Woo (16) in March 2021 with a newlg~creatccl POP Doll of his Axel character;
U.5. Marine CorPs veteran Vu Tran (15) Posting in Mag 2021 what needs to be defended again and again;
gowncd~u[3 Megan Truong in her Pfizer clinical manuxcacturing gaci[itg in Feb 2021, taking COVID samplcs

to be sent to exterior labs for aPProva].

Kim Soun Ty (14, ’17) and Linda Thiem (14, ’16) shared their
book chap‘ccr, co-authored with Slﬂirleg Tang, “Stories and
Visions Across Generations: Khmer American Women,” at a
celebration co~sponsorecl with NYU Press and the Consortium

for Graduate Studies in Gender, Culture, Women and Sexuality.

Seven AsAmSt alumni co-led a curriculum clcvc]opmcnt

worlcshop for 20 Boston Public Schools (BPS) teachers
duringa wcck~|ong training for BPS bg UMass Boston’s ethnic studies institutes. The alumni were all
former BPS students, each with much to say about the impacts of their AsAmSt education and the lack of
such oPPortunities in their K-12 cxpcricnces. Son Ca Lam (above), Kim Soun Ty, chu Huang, Tomas
LegtomNolan, Van Tran, Tommy Nguyen, and Ammang Tg shared Powchul testimonios and sample

AsAmSt digital stories which referenced BPS issues from their own life cxpcriences.



AsAmSt/AANAPISI Student and Administrative Campus Lcaclcrship

Using the Beacon Voyages for Service (BVS) P]atForm under the Office of Student Leaclership and
Community Engagement (OsLCE), Jacly Pereira and Janrey Javier led an alternative Spring Break 2021
communitg immersion cxpcrience for a dedicated, multi-ethnic team of ten Prcdominantlg Asian American
students Focusing on Asian American community mental health issues and interventions. Origina”y
P]anned to bring students to signhcicant Asian American community sites in the CA Bay Area, this service
initiative needed to be completcly rcdesigncd due to COVID-19.

To everyone’s horror and outrage, the metro Atlanta murders of ciglﬂt individuals, including six Asian and
Asian American women, occurred on March Iéth, the Tuesclay of SPring Break week as BVS was alreaclg
underway. Jaely and Janrey were able to Pu” everyone togcther and triage the remainder of the BVS
week not only to f:o”ow~through on agrcecl—upon service commitments (as shown above with Photos from
PAMANA), but to actualize support and care for the we”~being of the BVS student Participants as they
co”ectively resPondccl to the lci”ings, the 24-hour news coverage, the resemblance of the immigrant

women to their own mothers or aunties, and other c{ynamics of anger, loss, and irjustice.

In addition, Janrey and Jae]y, in their campus leaclership roles as elected President and Vice President of
UMass Boston’s Un&ergraduate Student Government, issued two maﬂ'or statementsjointly with the Asian
Student Center Coordinator, Huy “Johnng” Vuong, on Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage Month
and on Anti-Asian American & Pacific Islander Hate. In part, theg called in campus ]eadcrship to address
a set of eleven agen&a items to “support the Asian American community and accuratelg represent their

exPeriences within announcements and events, administrative conversations and decisions, and

institutional Policics and structures”:



lndepcndcntlg, Chancellor Marcelo Suarez-Orozco
with Provost Joseph Berger also released several
signhcicant statements in l"ebruary~Marc|’1 2021 to
articulate cx[:)licit institutional commitments from
UMass Boston, including: “Stanclingwitl'] our Asian
American Communitg,” “Conclemning the Violence
Against Our-Asian American Communities,” and

bcing an “lmmigrant~5<:rving Institution”.

https://ww.umb.cdu/thc university/chancellor/communications/st

anding with_our_asian_american_community

https://ww.umb.edu/thc university/chancellor/communications/condemning_the violence against_our_asian_american_communities

https://ww.umb.cdu/thc university/chancellor/communications/statement_on_umass_boston_as_an_immigrant_serving institution

Each of these documents now serves as an imPortant reference for future agcncla~bui|cling, aclvocacy,

assessment, and accountabilitg on behalf of Asian American constituencies at UMass Boston.



Fresh Lessons with Pandemic PurPosc from Mt. HoPc Ccmctcry

On the final clay of the remote SPring
2021 semester, students in AsAmSt 423
Boston’s Asian American Communities
met each other in~Pcrson for the first
time through an oPtiona] field triP to
the City of Boston’s historic Chinese
burial grouncls in Mt. Hope Cemetery.

Outside with masks and social distance,
students shared Pandemioimcormed
reflections while oﬂcering oranges and
incense to Boston’s PionecringAsian

American generations as well as to Ms.

Feng Daoyou (BiE 4 and others.

Of the six Asian
women murdered
in metro Atlanta
on 16 March 2021,
Ms. Feng was the
onlg one who had
no Familg
members or close
friends in the U.S.
She was laid to
rest on 4 APril
2021 at a Georgja
Cemetery near
where she
workeclj thanks
to the efforts of
Atlanta’s Chinese

American Alliance.

Hundreds of AsAmSt students have Prcviously tended to Mt. HoPc’s Chinese burial grounds since 199%
when the first field trip took Place in the same AsAmSt 423 course. The incqualitics of race, Ianguage,
culture, and class—in death as well as in life—for the Pionccring generation of Boston’s Asian immigrant
workers, many of whom died from tuberculosis, a lung~attacl<ing disease sPrcacl tlﬂrough the air, show

themselves Fu”g at Mt. HoPe, where we continue to reflect and remember those who came before us.



The Asian American Studies Program recognizes with aPPreciation:

e all current and former AsAmSt students and their Family members who have Plagecl essentialroles in

Providing care, securitg, sustenance, and suPPort for all of us.

o all AsAmst Facu|t3, staﬁc, teacl’xing assistants, enrolled students, and guest Presenters, inc|ucling many
alumni, who adjusted to mancla’corg modes of remote teacl’xing & learning while simultaneousig addressing
disparate imPacts on nealtl'i, mental nealtn, economic survival, and clailg threats of Pngsical harm and racist

attack against our families and communities.

e alumniand community partners as well as Facultg including Paul Watanabe, Snir|e3 Tang, Marlene Kim,
Karen Suyemoto, Andrew Leong, Peter Kiang, and many others who have Proviclec{ exnaustive, albeit
exnausting, exPer‘t commentary tnrougnout the year on critical headline issues ranging from anti-Asian
violence, racism and Asian American mental neaitn, the nistorg of Asian Americans in Massacnusetts,
Chinatown and Fields Corner business |osses, Asian American immigrant worker unemplogment and
i‘lousing clisplacement, the exclusion of Asian American Studies content in public K-12 education, and
Asian American communitg resilience for media outlets ranging from the Boston Globe and Washington
Post to Time Magazine, Associated Press, WGBH, WBUR, Chronicle-WCVB-TV, WBZ-TV, etc.

o the Asian Caucus of the Massachusetts House of RePresenta’cives, including Tackeg Chan, Vanna
Howard, Raclg Mom, Tram Nguyen, Maria Robinson, Paul SCnmicl, Erika Ugternoeven, and Donald Wong
for their targetecl Iegislati\/e leadersnip.

. Andy Cnoi, Karen Suyemoto, and the Psgcnologg DePar‘tment for ensuring AsAmSt/PSYCH 2381 Asian
American Psgcnologg in SPring 2021; Karen received the 2021 Ou’cstancling Teacning & Mentoring Award
from the American Psgcno]ogical Association Division 9 SOCietg for the Psgcruologicai Stuc]g of Social Issues.

e Bob Cnen, Cedric Wooc{s, Ngai Kwan, and co“eagues from the School for the Environment, Institute for New
England Native American Studies, and Institute for Community Inclusion, for fruitful grant collaborations
during 2020-2021 and beyond.

* everyone involved with our US DePar‘tment of Education-funded AANAPISI Program activities, including co-
Pls Peter Kiang, Paul Watanabe, and Snir|e3 Tang; Vice Provosts Liya Escalera and Joan Becker, Asian
American Student Success Program staff led bg Sara Boxell with Pratna Kem, Frances Cnow, Karen Cni,
and Erica Lam, and our sister AANAPIS] leaders at Bunker Hill Communitg Co”ege, including President Pam
Eddinger, Facu|t3 Project Director, Maria Puente, and Activitg Director, Aurora Bautista.

e all who reached out with support, soiidaritg, and understancling, Particularlg among our co”eagues of color.

e cach of our 2020-2021 donors who Provicled much—needed, much-valued suPPort of all kinds at all levels.

Please visit UMB’s Asian American Studies Program at www.umb.edu/asamst. For uPclates of local community news,
resources, and events, see: nttpz // www.Facebook.com/ UMB.AsAmSt. Please consider contributing to the Asian
American Studies Program Capacitg Fund: http://www.alumni.umb.edu/AsAmSt30.




