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The Program

For over thirt3~tivc years, UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program has offered inte”cctua”3~
cha”enging, emotioria”9~engaging, cultura”y~rcsponsive, cultura”3~sustairiing instruction in the classroom
with holistic, high~impact Practices of mentoring, communit5~builc{irig, service~|earning, and aclvocacg to
address the social and academic needs of students as well as the critical caPacit9~buiicling needs of local
Asian American communities. The Program offers the most Asian American Studies courses, tacultg, and
community ]inkages of any university in New Englanci‘ The program's alumni include teachers, social
workers, health care Proviclcrs, business entrepreneurs, and leaders of local Asian American community
organizations. By groun&ing our curriculum, teaching, and aPPlied research in the realities of local Asian
American communities and bg resPectirig the lcriowiedge and bilingual/bicultural skills that many UMass
Boston students bring to the classroom, the AsAmSt Program creates Powertul learning environments for
all students to gain critical uncierstan&ings about the historical exPeriences, voices, contemporary issues,
and contributions of diverse Asian Populations inthe U.S. Graduate students from any area who have
Asian American Studies interests can serve as teactiing/ research assistants, mentors to unciergraduates,
and sPecial Project developers for the program. AANAPIS! students from Bunker Hill Communitg Co”ege
and those from Partnering Pre~co”egiate and community Houth programs are encouraged to access
AsAmSt’s learning oPPortunities. Community members and organizations as well as alumni Participate in
our activities in many short- and iong-term ways. Since 2010, UMass Boston has been the on]y research
university in New England clesignatecl and funded each year by the U.S. DePar‘tment of Education as an
Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander SCrving Institution (AANAPIS).

[ Cover Photo: Pk -No Silence; No Violence — Justice for Liém Tran, AsAmSt Program mobilization, Norfolk County Superior Court,
Dec”iam, MA.. 14 December 2022. see story on p. 31 1



Cclcbra’cing our 2022-2023% Graduates in Asian American Studies

This year boasts our largest~cver number of AsAmSt graclua‘cing students. Arlene Vu is the 23rd student
to succcssmcung clesign, propose, and finish a 10-course individual major in Asian American Studies at
UMB. She accomPanies 15 students in 2022-2023 who have complctccl at least six courses and all AsAmSt
Program~o1c~s’cud3 rcquiremcnts. Thcg include: Tenzin Dechen (q%a‘é’q qﬁ'%q), Lily Sirin HorburaPa
(A3uns aysw), Kamalpreet Kaur, Tommy Hoang Lam, StePhanic Algza GaPong]i Mastinggal, Jenny
Ngeth, Anthong Ngugén, Jenni Ngugén, Ngah Pérez, Husnain Shah, Lee-Daniel (LD) Tran, Richard Tran,

Ada Tsang, Helen V&, Dennis Weng (F#), and Ping Zhou (8 3). Theg account for ncar]g 10% of the
155 students in total who have gracluated with AsAmSt concentrations since 2000. Aclcli’ciona”g) two

AsAmSt alumnae, Maryanne E.M. Chow and Yan Hua Liang (3% #48) earned master’s dcgrees in two of

the Co”cge of Education & Human Dcvelopmcnt’s graclua’ce programs.

Begon& our core students Promci]eé hercj we aPP]aud the hundreds of other graduating students who
have taken at least one AsAmSt course as part of their education for life at UMB. We also dccply
aPPreciate our AsAmSt students, Facultg, staff, alumni, community partners, dedicated donors, and
AANAPIS] allies incluc{ing IAAS, AARO, and SGISD/CEHD for their valued contributions this year.

From a Seed Planted F‘i&y Years Ago to a Sustainable Orchard and Forever Forest

A full half century has Passccl since Dr. Tetsuo Scott Migakawa ProPoscc{ to offer the very first Asian
American Studies course at UMass Boston in SPring 1973. His rationale to create The Asian American
Expcricnce (aka Asian Minorities in America)—a Foundational, multi&isdp]inarg course that we continue
to offer every semester currcntlg as

AsAmSt 2231 - Asians in the US—

asserted: “some students are a]rcaclg

aslcing for courses on Asian

Americans... students will have to know

something about the Asian Population

in American communities.”

From Prof. Migakawa’s initial ProPosal

exactly 50 years ago to the dedicated

investment announced in 2023 ofa

$6M Endowed Distinguishecl

Pro?essorship for Asian American

Studies that is inaugura”g held bg

Prof. Shirleg Tang, the course-by-

course, Hear—bg—gear, clecade—bg-

decade progress of our AsAmSt Program has been undeniable and is now guaranteed in Perpe’cui’cg.



Individual Mzéjor in Asian American Studies

Arlene Vu

lama seconchcncration Vietnamese American woman who is Proudlg graduatingwith an individual major
in Asian American Studies and an additional major in French. 1 was born and raised in Falmouth, MA—a
small town on Cape Coc{, where my rclcugcc Parcnts settled down to live out the “American Dream.” Thcg
worked so hard and sacrificed so much to be able to take care of our {:amilg, that words could never
ac{cquatcly describe my love and aPPrcciation for them. Thatis why I have dedicated my work, my labor of

love, to Asian American Studies, in honor of their lcgacg.



I started my acac{cmicjourncg at UMass Boston in the fall of 2014 At the time, I wanted to follow in my
father's Footstcps and become a computer engjneer. It wasn’t at all what 1 was interested in, but it was the
only way | could see mgsehc living up to his exPcctations, even though I was uncertain if it was the right
choice for me. I tried my best, but I was having trouble kecping up—! could no longer force mgsehc to
strugglc anymore, and had to follow my heart if 1 wanted to succeed. | changcd my studies to global
affairs and spent the next few years Pursuing anonline dcgree, Feeling much more at ease learning about
world cultures and Politics. But still, 1 felt disconnected from my education. Ilacked a Pcrsonal connection
to the material and missed the human connection absent from an online classroom. I wanted to return to
the Placc at UMB where | felt most at home, which is what led me to Asian American Studies and through
which my academics, my idcntitg, and my purpose have aligncd.

Southeast Asians in the (1.S. with Dr. Peter Kiang was the first course to hclP set me on my Path. Through
lcarning our historg, | Fina”y had cxplanations for the cxPcriences that shaped my uPbringi ng. | was
taught to understand and embrace my idcntitg instead of rcjccting it. And most imPortantlg, my voice and
creative cxPrcssion were invited and welcomed, transForming how I viewed mgsehc, my art, and my
education. | thought this was the last I would see of Asian American Studies as I was getting closer to
grac{uation, but two years later, | came back to the program in full force. A semester in Asian American
Media L/'tcracywith Dr. Shirlcy Tang was all it took to convince me that | was Fo”owing my North Star, as |
discovered my Passion for research, storgtc”ing, and lcnowlcdgc Production. Since then, I've comPlctcd
ten courses in Asian American Studies, have been a tcaching assistant for the c{cPartmcnt and a

roduction assistant on the Digital Storytc”ing Team, and have met so many wonderful students, facu ltg,
and friends through our community. Nine years ago, | was clueless, lost, and directionless. Todag, lam
moving forward with greater clarit9 and determination than ever. And though it has ccrtainlg beena long
road to gracﬂuation, I wouldn’t changc a thing. My heart has led me here, to Asian American Studies,
where | bclong.

rd like to thank everyone in the Asian American Studies Program for your wisdoms, support, and
l(inc{ncss—gou all continue to motivate and insPirc me, every dag. I am also deeplg gratmcul to be
comPlcting my individual major under the Co”cgc of Education and Human Dcvclopmcnt and gve my
sincerest thanks to all those involved in cnabling this process. | hopc that my case will encourage other
students to major in Asian American Studies, too! It is my commitment to stay involved with the program
long into the future as there is still much work to be done. ’'m loolcing forward to having more time to focus
on my creative work in Asian American Studies, because this is not the end, but the bcginning of a new

chaPter. .



Program-o{;Stuclg in Asian American Studies

Tenzin Dechen (Q%ﬁ'ﬂ\%'q Q%‘a\éﬁ)

Born in Chauntra, India, | am of Tibetan American heri’cagc and was brought up in Somerville and
Medford, Massachusetts. My Fami]g has an immigrant and rcFugcc background, and my parents have
a]wags been harc{worlcing and driven, encouraging me to succeed. | am blessed with two incredible sib]ings
who are a source of insPiration and motivation for me dailg. In 2018, | earned my high school diploma from
Medford High School and became the first person in my immediate Familg to seek higher education.
lnitia”g, lenrolled as a bio]ogg major at UMass Boston, but in 2020, | Fina”g decided to follow my Passion

for Asian studies with Asian American Studies as an additional Program~oxc~stud3.

In 2018, | developcd an interest in Asian
American Studies after enro“ing ina
course titled Asian Women in the United
States. This class ignitecl my Passion for
the subject, and | went on to take
additional courses in the field cluring my
time at UMass Boston. In 2020, Dr.
Peter Kiang's course, Asians in the
United States, introduced me to the
Possibi]itg of teaching an intro to Asian
American Studies course as a TA, along
with three other outstanding women. This
oPPortunit9 allowed me to dcvclop my
leadcrship skills, engage co”abora’civelg
with peers, and Plan academic lessons.
The class, my peers, and Dr. Kiang
Providccl tremendous suPPort and
encouragement, malcingthis exPericnce

an umcorgettable memory.

I would also like to express my gratituclc

to Professor Lakshmi Srinivas, with whom

I have been co”aborating since the

summer of 2022 on an individual research

Projec’c centered around my Family's
immigration cxPcricnce and genealogtj in the United States. This is an exccPtional oPPor'tunity that 1 will
a]wags cherish and look to further c{evelop.



Overall, my ParticiPation in the Asian American Studies Program has had a Proxcound imPact on both my
Personal grow’ch and my academic Pursuits. This program enabled me to embrace my authentic self and
introduced me to numerous remarkable and enthusiastic individuals who welcomed me into their

community and made me feel like | bclongcd both on and off campus. | am c’cerna”g thankful to all those

who encouraged me to pursue this degrce‘

As dcpart from UMass Boston, | Plan to utilize the knowledgc I have gainccl through my involvement in
the Asian American Studies Program to make a Posi‘cive imPact in socialjus’cice and aclvocacg work for
Asian American communities, startingwi’ch my own Tibetan community in Boston. In addition, the skills |
have acquirecl in research, analgsis, and community organizing will be transferable to various fields that |
may pursue in the future. My goal is to Ieverage my understanding of Asian American histories and
exPcricnces to cleve]o[a innovative and inclusive programs and initiatives that address the issues and
cha”engcs faced ]:)9 these communities. To stay involved in the field, 1 aim to engage with community-
based organizations, attend conferences and events, and collaborate with fellow scholars, activists, and
community members. I will also continue to exPancl my knowledgc bg staying uP~to~clate with current

issues aﬁ:ectingAsian American communities and sharing my insights and Perspectivcs with others.

Lily Sirin Horburapa (A3uUng ayswn)

I was born in Bangkolc, Thailand. Atjust two months old, my Parents and | moved to Schaumburg, IL where
my dad had found work. Economic recession moved my ?amilg from lllinois to Quincy, MAto be closer to
Familg. In the Places where | resided as a young Thai-American girl, there were rich Asian American
communities. In Thailand, I was surrounded bg Familg, alwags held in caringarms. In Schaumburg, I had
childhood friends of Thai, FiliPino, and Japanese descent. In Quincy, | found long~las‘cing Fricndships and

connections in the thriving Chinese and Vietnamese communities of the South Shore.

| alwags felt secure in my identitg as an Asian American. The food | ate, the languages | sPoke, the way |
looked was mirrored in that of my friends and Familg. Although I felt comfortable in my culture and skinJ J
struggled to feel connected. My Thai language skills were laclcing. My connection to Familg felt distant and
strained. In SPringZOZO, I enrolled in Intro to Asian American Studies (ASAMST 200) and realized |
wasn’t alone in that Feeling‘ My Progessor (WI"IO I soon came to learn was the director of the Program), Dr.
Peter Kiang, recognizecl a desire in me to do more. After two uncertain semesters, interruPted 139 the
COVID-19 Pandemic, Peter asked me to return to ASAMST 200 as a ’ceacl'ling assistant. | felt honored

and nervous. How could | contribute to the programas a TA having on19 taken one class?

Peter showed me what Asian American Studies means. To Pu’c it in his words from the first Clay of Intro to
Asian American Studies:

“You are the sy”abus”



Asian American Studies is me. It is my Familg and my friends and my classmates and my Prochsors and the
strangers | pass on the street. Asian American Studies allows its scholars to recognize, nurture, and
create academic value from their own identities and stories. In my years as a student, intern, and tcaching
assistant in the program, | have told stories I never would have believed there was a space forin higher
academia. | have made connections with Pcop[e who bravc19 shared the strengths and Pains that come
with the Asian American iclcnti’cy. I
have taught and learned and
failed and succeeded. Never did
my peers or my Pro{:essors make
me feel inferior even in times of
s’cruggle. Being a part of Asian
American Studies has shown me
that my story matters and that
listening to others’ stories may
matter even more. This program is
more than a course list or an item
on aresume. The values of its
Peclagogtj run cleep within its
s’cag, s’cuclents, and curriculum. |
am so Proucl to have been able to

be Par‘t of this space.

It is hard for me to put into words
how Asian American Studies will
stick with me. 1 believe it comes
a!ongwi’cl'l me every dag. Being
part of this program has
connected me with various
oPPor‘tuni’cies that have shaped
that way I think about my future.
My in’cemshiPs with Boston Public
Schools and the HALE lntrepid
Academg showed me different
sides of education. My Posi’cion asa teaching assistant across three different semesters taught me more
than | can conciseig articulate. 1 am grateFul for my classrooms and wish the students and my fellow TAs
the best. Alt]’wouglﬁ I am not certain of what the future holds for me, | am sure the foundation and
connections | built in the Asian American Studies Program will help guide me. As | Figure out where my Pa’ch
leacls, the Asian American Studies Peclagogg of connection, care, and thouglﬂhcul work will stay with me.

Alwags.



KamalPreet Kaur

Jamal5 gcncration Indian American who immigrated to the US at the age of 15 alongwith Familg from the
state of Purjab inIndia. I am graduating from UMass Boston as an Honors Co”ege student with a c{egrce
in Biologg and a Program~o1c~study in Asian

American Studies. When | had reccn’clg moved to

the US, the adjus’cmcnt took time. Thanks to the

diverse environment | was cxPosed to in Boston

and at UMass Boston, | was able to feel a sense of

belonging. Before talcing courses in Asian

American Studies, 1 did not pay much attention to

how being an immigrant anda person of color had

imPactcd me in shaping my identitg. During my

co”cge career, | took various courses that would

comPlemcn’c or be easier to Pair with my science-~

heavg courses. | started bg taking the Becoming

South Asians course (AsAmSt 226). With my

background, | hoPed it might be an inviting course.

That was my gateway to Asian American Studies.

After that, I took mu]tiple courses in Asian

American Studies such as Asians in the United

States, Introduction to Asian American Studies,

Indian Cinema, and inclePcnclent Stuég.

Through these c]asses, I was able to cxP]ore the
exPcricnces and rich historg of Asians in the US,
and I wanted to learn more. 1 was fascinated bﬂ the
resilience of Asian American communities Fighting
against the Prcjudices theg faced. These courses
were Packed with great exPcricnces and sources
of knowleclge‘ During mgjunior year, when I was
looking for toPics for my senior thesis for the
Honors Co”cgc, I found the oPtion of taking an
indcpcndent stuclg through Asian American
Studies. A chance encounter with an Indian
International student led to the spark of an idea.
From there, | decided to Plan my senior thesis in
Asian American Studies, cxploringthc
exPcricnces of Indian International students
studying at UMass Boston. My research Projcct

was relevant to the univcrsity and could benefit



from my multilingua] Indian background. When we mention Asian Americans, we sometimes xCorgct that
migrants are also part of this Population. I felt that documenting the exPericnces and strugglcs of

international students was imPortan’c as theg offer so much to the American economy and culture.

Jama Pre~mcd student interested in Public health and 1 plan to advocate for better healthcare outreach
for minority groups in my local community. The over]aP of my interests in Public health and medicine
motivated me to become involved in the Asian American Studies Program. by bcinga part of this program,
I had such a great cxPcrience and have adaPtcd a lcarning attitude and openness toward other Pcoplc’s
cxPcricnces, while also developinga better sense of my own idcntitg‘ | hoPc to navigate the healthcare
system to devcloP outreach programs for underserved communities such as rmcugce PoPulations. | Plan

on activclg Participating to raise awareness about Asian American struggles and cha”cngcs.

I want to thank the team managing this program. These courses were some of the most cngaging
a’cmosphercs I have been a part of during my four years here at UMass Boston. | erjoged the different
aspects of Asian American ldenti’cg deve]oPcd in these courses. So much Forgotten histor9 was shared,
and learning how it was connected to the present was enlightening for me. | aPPrcciatc the team for
working hard and activcly advocating for Asian Americans and Providing such courses to share a wealth

of lcnowledge with us students.

Tommy Hoang L4m

lama second~gencra‘cion Vietnamese American born in Gretna, Louisiana and raised in Worcester, MA.
To understand my background, I had to aPPrccia’cc my parents’ roots. They are South Vietnamese natives
who fled during the second wave of Vietnamese reicugcc (boat People) migration to the US. Thcg came to
America when theg were in their 3outh and s’crugglcd Financia”g, cultura”g, and with the seParation of
their Familg. Their nail technician skills barcly made a living fora Family of six, but over time theg sent four
bogs to co”ege with three of us gradua’cing from Boston Co”ege (2014), UMass Amherst (2019), and now
me from UMass Boston 202%).1ama highlg motivated 1Cirst~generation co”cgc student who loves to make
an imPac’c in whatever industrg J Placc mgsclic. I have worked in community landscaping, retail, the food
industry, the tech industrg, the content Production industrg, and in orchestral music. The arts have
a]wags caught my attention as a Powencul way to convey human emotions, exPerienccs, and imagjnation
through s‘corgte”ing, music, and visual media. My exPerienccs led me to focus on cstablishing my own
cntrcPrcncuria] venture in the media Production industrg. | create videos, Photos, and other content for

weddings, corporate events, and diverse clients ’chrough TommgLamMedia.

I focused on Asian American Studies at UMass Boston because of my own lack of idcntitg with the
Vietnamese community. | felt that in my earlg education, | questioncd mgselic about whg my parents had to
work from sun-up to sun~down, to come home to make me xCood, and to rePeat. Mg lack of understanding

of “WHY” went on until | was cxPoscd to Dr. Shirleg's AsAmSt 225 course exhibition where | witnessed



other Asian American students Proclucing great works with the he]P of the AsAmSt Program office and

community. That was somcthing! wanted to be closer to. So, to get closer, I needed to be involved.

After my first semester at UMass Boston, |
took a triP with my father for three weeks to
Vietnam in January 2019 to cxplore, find, and
build the idcntitg I ost while growing up in
America and to make up some lost time we
missed with each other cluring my 3outh. By
the end of this triP, I found the Vietnamese in
Vietnamese American. Since then, | have
included AsAmSt courses every semester to
comP]etc the Program~oxc~5tuc19. Taking both
AsAmSt 225 & 370 (lgkgk the pure Pain,
s’cruggles, and hcaling that Dr. Shirleg‘s great
tcaching holds within those courses) was a test
of knowing the skills you hold, and being able
to present those skills when needed, even
when you’re not called on—talcing initiative. In
my final semester, I took AsAmSt 390 Asian
American Community lntcrnsnips with Prof.
Peter Kiang, | was able to intern with VietAID
where I am nelping in Fooc:{jus’cicc
Programming, cligital and media content
creation, and the launch of a communi’cg
gardcn in Fields Corner. One Project for the
in’ccrnshi[a is to make a donor cleve]opmcn’c
video for VietAID to raise funds to create a
better environment with stronger direct services and programs to hclP the community of Dorchester—the
heart of the Vietnamese community. In the presence of Prof. Peter in class this semester, | feel that | Fina”g
know who he is, and whg he continues to do the work he does. 1 would like to rca”g thank the Asian
American Studies Program and everyone in the Office for he]Ping me find my home in a world of Pain and
hurt to Fina”g heal the wounds 1 was blinded bg for many years. Thank You for c]arhcging my Purposel

I believe in the missions, goals, and WHYs that Asian American Studies work is rooted in. To keeP mgselxc
continuou519 connected to my own roots in the 1Cu’curc, | see mysel{: balancing corPora’cc worl<, Pcrsonal
entrcPrcncurshiP, and non~Proxci’c community work. Bui]ding and balancing these Pi”ars of work-life will
maintain food for the dinner table while generating extra money from the Personal business to be able to
Providc forthe community. Learnings from my AsAmSt courses have taugh’c me the iclcn’cit9 that 1 hold,
how we work within the community around us via others' interconnectedness, and how to teach the next

generation. These exPerienccs have grounclcd me to be a server, to be kind, and to be undcrs‘cancling.



How | will stay involved with the Asian American Studies work wherever | go is to continue to be connected
within the community. | will continue working towards a higher good with hoPes of malcing an imPact——to
be able to look back on what 1 was able to do, do it to the best of my abilitg, and Provide more than |
thought I could offer. This is how the Asian American Studies Program has made me want to work on a
higher level to connect more of us with our roots while healing from the Pains and trauma that we all hold
and share within our hidden stories. I will stay involved bg maintaining, creating, and exPancling my
connections within the Program office and use my skills to heiP advance the mission of Asian American

Studies with the commurii’cg around me.

Stephanie Alyza GaPonin Mastinggal

Jama seconchenera’cion lgorot FiliPina American and Proud daughter of immigrant Parerits. I thank them
for consistentlg uPholcling our lndigenous l:iliPino customs and keePingthe presence of our homeland
alive. Growing up in the Preciominantlg white town of Norwood, Massachusetts, could have been a very
riegative exPerience if not for my Familg, my best women of color icriends, and the many teachers | had
throughout my Publie education. | recognize that it was a Privilege to never have felt like 1 didnt belong
somewhere. A]tl'iougii exPeriencirig “giicteci child” sgndrome tl'iroughou’c my childhood has undoubtec”g
had its mental toll on me as an undergraduate s’cu&ent, | acknowledge that this has led to a genera”y
Positive exPerience growing up ina Predominantly white town. I am thankful for the BIBAK icamilg—i:rieri&s |
knew in the UMass Boston FiliPino club, Hoy! Pinoy! for Proviciinga welcoming Place within the campus
environment. Thanks to tl’iem, I never felt lonely or unsuPPorted ciuring my transition from high school to

university, esPecia”g as a commuter student.



Before I took my first Asian American Studies class, I did not know the dePartment even existed. I have
never had an educational exPerience that revolved around our stories as Asian Americans, so the thought
of being able to engage at that level in my university education did not even cross my mind when | started.
Thus, 1 did not know what 1 was getting mgse”: into when I took my first course in the program, Asians in
the U.S., with instructor Kim Soun Tyin the sPring of 2021. 1 do not even remember how | found that class
to enroll in, bu’c, of course, it was fate. I like to believe that my ancestors brougiit me to that Poin’c,
esPeciaHH &uring the double Pandemic of COVID-19 and anti-Asian violence. Like many other students in
the class, | felt immense anger, Frustration, and saciness, l(nowing that our Asian American iiistorg was
Practica”9 erased from my entire Public education ex[:)erience. These ree]ings were intensified during that
semester after the spa siiootings in Atlanta, Georgja, on March 16th, 2021. After seeing that violent
intersection between gender and race, | felt comPe”eA to continue my studies in the Asian American
Studies Program. | realized that | &esPeratelg needed to know and learn more. The anger | held for our
education system and the lack of emPati'ig for our Asian and Asian American exPeriences, combined with

my love for the classroom community, solidified my existence in this program.

After sobbing in front of everyone in my AsAmst 423 Boston’s Asian American Communities class after
watcriing the documentary, The Fall of the I-Hotel | recognized my longing to become more engagecl with
Fi]iPino Studies. I will be gradua’cingwi’ch a Bachelor of Arts in Psgcho]ogg. still, 1am ultimatelg a person
with many interests and Passions. In fact, if I could get muitiPle degrees in different toPics without going
broke, 1 would do it in a heartbeat! However, as many of us children of immigrants know, money is not
a]wags accessible to us. | am alwags gettingin touch with alums to Figure out my own way of connecting my
educational Pursuit to become a sex theraPist with my desire to pursue l:iliPino studies. | am Passionate
about discussing proper sexual education and other health-related toPics with our Asian American
communities, where this lcnowiedge is much needed but never acknowledgeci‘ Our communities need heiP
in many ways, and 1 believe that everyone who has done a Program~or~stud9 in Asian American Studies

here at UMass Boston can insert their knowlecige anywhere.

After co”ege, lam takinga needed break from academia because | Pusiieci m\uselr to the brink as an
undergraduate. I will be traveiing, exPeriencing new cultures, and meeting new Peopie. I may even cnange
others’ PersPectives of what it means to be an American by sl'iaring my life stories as an lgorot Fi]iPino
American woman. There will never be a ciay when 1 will not miss the Asian American Studies office and the
heaiing, nurturing, and thriving community that the small space enables inside. Wherever I end up inlife

and in whatever | do, Iwant to create a space like that for People like me, no matter how small it may be.

Jenng Ngeth

| am a First-Generation Khmer American woman. It was from my exPerience of growing up ina
Pre&ominantiy white town to reicugee Parents that | was able to recognize the need for resources and
rePresentation within communities. Recognizing that academiais a Priviiege, I have been fortunate to have

become the second within my extended Familg to be honored with a degree. Receivingtiiis degree has



a]wags been for the culture more than for mgselr. My Parents, Samneang Keo and Peter Ngeth, like many
of my big Familg, are survivors of the Khmer Rouge (I 975-1979) auto~genocide that resulted in the deaths
of two million of our PeoPle. My parents have shown true resilience and have always wanted what was best
for me.lam so lucky to live this lifetime as their c{aughterl Outside of Academialam a very sPiritual person
and | erjog cookir\g, mec{ita‘cing, hiking, having mental-health discussions, and seeing where each dag
takes me! | feel the best when I'm engaged with others and I want everyone to feel the excitement of every

moment. | often find mysehc taking on mentorship roles and 1 will alwags advocate for someone in need.

| never imagined that there was a term to
describe the way that | felt for all of my
uPbringing;—that termis ‘intergenerational
trauma’. But tlﬁen, when taking an AsAmSt
course for the first time (as a transfer
student) —it Fina”g clicked within 19-year-
old Jen’s head that that was exac’c]y what |
Felt, what I still 1Cee|, and what | need to work
on. And 50, | continue to devote these dags
to breaking generational curses and
Preserving Khmer his’corg. Honestly, I think
that graduating is, In i’cseH:, one step closer.
Pve also been able to have mental health
discussions with my parents, though ’cl’reg
were resistant at first and it’s been very
dear to me to connect with my mom
esPecia”g—no’c just as mother and
daughter, but a[Jso as woman to woman.
AsAmSt courses like my first one, 2250
Southeast Asians in the U.S with Son Ca
Lam, reminded me what home was away from
the city. Kim Soun Ty’s 270 Cambodian
American Culture and Community allowed
me to understand the importance of Preserving our culture and the power of Proverbs. PK’s 423 Boston’s
Asian American Communities reminded me that | havejus’c asmuch of a right to take up space and that my

contributions matter, too.

I was also fortunate to be able to grieve the loss of my Tha (Granc{Pa) with my 423 classmates and
educators within AsAmSt courses. When I returned to school after taking agap semester, | told Kim Soun
Ty about Tha’s Passing. She showed me the AsAmst graduation booklet from 2020-21 which included a
screenshot and recap of a moment within her 270 course when Tha had sat with me and greeted my class
over Zoom; It had been so agirmingto hear my Tha and Kim and my classmates sPeak Khmer to each

other then, and it’s emPoweringto have that memory memorialized in the AsAmSt Program archives now.



Pm still managing my gricvingthesc dags. I still ques’cion i rm bcing the best daughter and grandc{aughter |
can be—but I will alwags honor my Thain each and every dag. I' miss my best friend dcarlg and, for him, |

will continue to move mountains and make him Proud.

Thank you, AsAmSt, for a”owing me the oPPortunitg to notjus’c delve cleePcr into my own exPericnces
and identities, but for also a”owing me to have the discussions and Plahcorm to have my families’ voices
amP]hCied after decades of being silenced while aclaPting to new, Foreign lands. | got to share stories of my
momma’s garden ), stories of her uP~bringing, her Perspcctivc on the Khmer Rouge, her recipcs, and
evcrgthing else she’s kePt in her heart for way too long. That means a lot to me and I know these moments

meant a lot to my Familg, too.

These Past two years have been rough, but 1 still remain I’]OPC]CU] in the oPPor‘tuni’cies that are to come my
way. Pve felt the most exPressive, Passionate, and vulnerable while taking AsAmSt courses, but after
gracluating in December, I have latelg had to rebuild mgsehc to sPeak in these ways again. | often look back
atold assignments to remind mgselxc of whol once was, who | am, and everything that has come along with
that, but ’crutl’ncullg still struggle to feel the same amount of Passion. Facing a loss of connection, | have
cha“engecl mgsehc to release these frustrations towards my current capabili’cies and to look within. 1 had
isolated mgseH: forso ]ong, as | feared get‘cing hurt by o’c]’lers, but as I have mentioned—I feel the most
connected within my communities. So | am hope{:ul thatif a Previous Jen could articulate herself so easily
and Prouc“g, then this current Jen will be able to achieve the same, if not more, over time. | have s’crugglecl
with memory loss and Fcelinga weird ncutralitg towards every clay, but when 1 look back at what 1 was able

to achieve in AsAmSt, | know I can be hopegul‘

Anthony Ngugén

I am a Vietnamese American born and raised in Dorchester, MA.. | rouc”g come froma Familg of
immigrants and rc?ugecs. My Familg is the most imPortant thingin my life. My mother, father and younger
sister are also ]hcelong residents of Boston. Fun fact: | am the oldest of over a dozen cousins. Being a
lhce]ong Bostonian, | grew up in a diverse environment where | was able to embrace my Familg’s culture as
well as those around me. 1 have been very blessed to have such a ]arge Familg. There is no doubt that the

city | call home has shaped me to become the person lam todag.

| started my undcrgrad asa bio]ogg and Prc~mecl student. | was talcing heavg STEM courses with all my
energy invested toward somecl39 worlcing in the medical and Public health field. Halfwag through my
co”cge career, | enrolled in Pratna Kem’s AsAmSt 250G class which introduced me to a whole new world
of academics and historg‘ This led me to continue my studies with the Asian American Studies Program
where I worked closclg with Professor Tang and the c{igital storgtc”ing team. This was a time when |

discovered more about mysehc, reclaimed Forgottcn his’corg, and unlocked a new lens with which to see the



world. It was a life changing
oPPortunitg for me to learn about my
Familg, culture, and historg of Asian
Americans in the United States. | was
able to learn, share and reflectin a
more holistic way that was different

from my traditional STEM classes.

During my time with AsAmSt, | was
able to learn about the lived
exPerienccs of my instructors, staff,
and fellow students. I would like to
extend this lcnow]cdgc and the lhcelong
relationships we have built to continue
to research, to add to the incredible
work that has been done and is bcing
done for Asian Americans and POCs.
J hoPe to become an cxamP]c for the
3outh coming up to take a chance to
reflect more about their Pas’c and add
to the future. Whether my work takes
me to medicine, Public health or civics
and government, | will carry my
exPerienccs with AsAmSt into every

decision I make.

Jenni Nguyén

lama second~genera‘cion Vietnamese American, born in Newburgport and raised in Haverhill, MA. | began
my unclergrac{uatc education in Fall of 2014 and graduatccl with a BA in Social Psycho]ogg and program-
o1c~stud9 in Asian American Studies at the University of Massachusetts Boston. The goal of my academic
work is to pursue a career as a Mental Health Counselor or Social Worker or SPorts Psgchologist. My
hobbies for a ]iving are creating content on social media, fitness, and travcling‘ I currcntly work at Dana
Farber Cancer Center in Boston which focuses on trcating cancer Patients. J Plan to cxPlore many more

oPPortunitles to care for the communitg onmy Pa’ch‘

The reason I decided to focus on Asian American Studies at UMass Boston is origina”g because of my
guidance counselor who recommended me to take an Asian American Studies course with Professor Dao
in 2014 At first, | only came to this course to get credit to gracluate. But, as | got to know the Asian

American communitg of Boston, | became more Passionatc to pursue this valuable Path.



Asian American Studies hclpecl me find my icientit9 and voice as a Vietnamese American. I've had many
moments of involvement in AsAmSt as an undcrgracluate student. The imPac’c I most value is the 2018 Asian
American Pacific Americans in Highcr

Education (APAHE) conference in

Oakiand, CA, where | Prcsented with

my AsAmSt 497 classmates. This

national conference gave me a clearer

Pcrspective about what | can do to

access more voices to suPPor‘t many

generations’ mental health needs.

What | want to do in the future is mental

health therapg for children in hospitals.

My Asian American Studies training will

be useful in settings where different

generations need to understand one

another. Our community should alwags

value where ti’ieg come from and be

able to express and resPect one

another. | I’IOPC to unite and bring love

and respect to the Asian American

community in any way | can with my

Asian American Studies tools and

connections. | will never icorge’c this was

how I found mgseiic‘ | hope to create

more content and bring greater success

and insPira’cion to many more Asian

Americans to be okag with Pursuing their own Passions and dreams. Every generation should take the
oPPortunitg offered bﬂ Asian American Studies. | hoPe the AsAmSt Program can broaden many more

individuals, once ’c]’iey become immersed in it. Thank you, Asian American Studies, and farewell.

Nya]’i Pérez

I am a mixed race, Dominican and Pakistani American Ist gen student. I was born and raised in Queens,
New York where | was the second of three siblirigs and the eldest claughtcr. My father is from Pakistan
and my mother is from the Dominican chublic‘ Growing up mixed and having divorced parents often
made me feel like 1 was caught between two different worlds. I never rea”g found a space where | felt like |
didr’t have to choose between both of my ethnicities, until I started tai(ing Asian American Studies.



My freshman year| attended CUNY Hunter Co”ege in New York Cityasa Psgchologg major. | struggled to

feel interested or connected to school because | wasn’t learning about toPics I cared about. Then|

transferred to UMass Boston in Fall 2020 as a Psychologg and Human Services major. Both my freshman
IJI semester at UMB left

me Feeling very ]onelg and seelcing

gear and mg Fa

community, but then I took Asian

American Studies.

I took two Asian American Studies
classes in SPring 2021 Asians in the
(.S with Kim Soun Ty and Asian
American Leaderslﬁip with Pratna
Kem. For the first time in my
undergracluate career, | felt
connected and motivated to learn
more. | also wanted to explore my
South Asian iclentity further and
unpack the South Asian experience.
The 1Co”owing semester | became
Pratna’s TA and then I took Dr.
Suyemoto’s Asian American
Psycl’rologg class which truly changed
my life and oPened my eyes to the
diversi’cy within and among Asian
Americans. The first times | ever felt
seen within the classroom and within
]’ﬁgl'ler education as a whole occurred
in these c]asses, for which 1 am

forever graterul.

My future Plans are to get my master’s clegree in social work and Public health with a focus on
underserved communities, esPeciaHH POC. | hope to Provicle therapg to students of color and increase
access to mental health resources, advocate for cu]’cura”g responsive mental health Providers, and
cultivate safe spaces students can find outside the classroom, no matter what backgrouncls theg come
from. | hope to create the kind of suPPort and spaces for other students and children of color that |
needed growing up-



Husnain Shah

I am a Pakistani American and a Ist generation student gracluatingwith a Bachelor’s of Science dcgrec in
Information Techno]ogg (T aswellas a Program~oF~stuA9 in Asian American Studies. | was born and
raised in New Jerseg, but now call Boston home. Since I can remember my Parcnts, granclparents, aunts
and uncles have all valued the culture of Pakistan and instilled that in me growing up. My parents
sacrificed much to give me this oPPortunitH togeta co”cgc dcgree. For that | am forever gra‘cexcul and

strive to make them Proucl‘ It feels strangc to say ’'m Fina”g graduating, almost surreal honestlg‘

Nonetheless | am extreme]g excited for
this next chaPter in my life and will
cherish the friends and memories | made
throug]']ou’c undergra& life at UMass

Boston.

When | first started my unclergrad

educational career at UMB, it felt very

stale. | wasjust commuting into school,

taking my classes, and then going home.

rd hang out with friends here and there,

but it felt umculmci”ing. I wasjus’c going

through the motions. The onlg thing

kecPing me going were thoughts like

“Baba has been worlcing dag and night

forever so that | could goto co”cge” or

“Mama would be so sad if | clroPPccl

out, all her work would be for nothing”.

The pressure | felt was crushing me and

I didn’t know what to do, but then I came

across the Asian American Studies

c{ePar‘cmcnt in the SPring of my

soPhomore year. The first Asian

American Studies course | took was to

fill a graduation requircmcnt. However,

taking that class re-lit a flame in me that

had gone out ]ong ago. A Passion for education. I was ]carning about mgse]wc, my peers, our historg, and
why all of it matters so much. | wanted to take more and more c]asses, I wanted to learn and grow through
these courses that oPenecl my eyes and showed me how much more there was to life and education.
Throughou’c my years with AsAmst, | feel as though P've grown wings so that Pos‘c~gradua’cion | can take
off and ﬂg wherever | want. The clc[aartment, stag, classma’ces, and cvergthing else in between have rea”g

helpccl me grow and learnin ways | didnt imagine Possib]e.



Pm not sure what the future will hold for me, and 1 don’t have any concrete Post grad life Plans. I know !
want to work and Fina”g be able to rea”g helP my Family, my community, Asian communities throughout
Boston, and mgse]xC through a career in the tech industrg. Graduate school is also a Possibilitg, one that |
know the Asian American Studies Program will help me maneuver and succeed injus’c like theg did with my
undergrad. The suPPort and oPPortunitg I have is an extreme contrast from how my Parents came to
America from Pakistan in the late 90s and have had to be in survival mode for much of their time here. But
it’s thanks to their sacrifices that I'm not under a similar pressure, and also thanks to them that 1 am

comPleting my unclergrad clegree.
Lee~Daniel (LD) Tran

lama2nd generation Vietnamese American and the youngest ofa rexcugee father and immigrant mother
who are both from Vietnam. My older sister was also born in Vietnam, so 1 am the only one in my immediate

Familg who was born in the United States.

Before | came to UMass Boston, | had a
very AeeP connection to Boston’s
Chinatown from my time with the Asian
Voices of Organize& Youth for
Communitg EmPowerment (A-VOYCE)
under the Asian Communitg Development
CorPoration (ACDQ). 1 spent 4 years
with that program where I learned about
the I’]istory of Chinatown; a history full of
resistance and resilience in the face of
overwhelming changes that were and are
still threa’cening its Physica] space and
the PeoPle who make their home there. |
had alot of deeP connections to staff
and peers at ACDC and A-VOYCE who
were a huge part of my life before | came
to UMass Boston, and who gave me a
clear sense of direction for what | wanted

todoin co”ege.

| came to UMDB, full of enthusiasm to get

into the field of Community DeveloPment,

to suPPor‘t and preserve the Asian American communi’cg. But | soon realized that | onlg meant or knew the
Chinese and Vietnamese communities. My limited Perspec’cive was a disservice to other diverse ethnici’cies,
exPeriences, and cultures as well as contexts and stories for different Asian communities who have

migrated to the United States, both wi”ingig and tl’lrough forced Hig]’lt from their home countries.



The Asian American Studies Program cha”enged me on this and more, including how to consider my own
identitg of being Vietnamese American. Talcing AsAmSt classes, talking with Pro?essors, instructors, and
classmates, made me realize that I had been running fora ]ong time—running away from comcrontingwhat it
meant to be Vietnamese and so Aoing the work in Chinatown where I didn’t have to exPIair\ to PeoPle whg I
didrt sPealc the Ianguage or know Chinese culture because | wasn’t Chinese. But being in Dorchester or
Predominant]g Vietnamese~PoPula’ced spaces, | was embarrassed and ashamed that | could understand
the ]anguage, but not sPeak it and 1 didn’t know much about the culture either. My in’cernship suPervisor,
Carolyn Chou, at the Asian American Resource Workshop (AARW) Posed arelated question to me: wh9
do our Vietnamese organizers keeP leaving Dorchester? So, the pressure and anxieties of corncronting my
discomfort with being Vietnamese in the Vietnamese community came into full view. Ta”dng to Peter with
his teaclﬁings, his encouragement of getting to know my fellow students and other Asian American Studies
ProFessors and instructors gave me much needed comfort in vali&a’cing my own exPeriences, my own story,
and the various identities that I have and am still Figuring out. | am trulg grate{:ul for what 1 have learned,

the conversations | have been a Part oxc, and the PeoP]e I have met.

After this final semester of comP]e’ce immersion in four+ AsAmSt courses: AsAmSt 200 - Intro to Asian
American Stuclies, AsAmSt 370 -Asian American Media Literacy, AsAmSt 294 - Resources for Vietnamese
American Stuclies, AsAmSt 390 - Asian American Community ln’cernships, and an AsAmSt independen’c
s’cuclg with Peter, | am graclua’cing in SPring 2023 with a Bachelor of Arts in Community DeveloPmen’c anda
Program-mc-stuclg in Asian American Studies. | Plan to continue my work in the develo ment,

reservation, and sharing of stories in Asian American communities. Though I'may still be most familiar
with Chinese and Vietnamese exPeriences, I do intend to engage more Fu”y with many other Asian
communities of metro Boston. | want to encourage young PeoPle, especiang young Asian Americans, to
be more civica”y engagecl and aware of those around ’cl’lem, the sgstems theg are a Par’c o1c, and the
movements tl'xeg can contribute to. While we have our individual experiences, we also Plag a Iarger role in
the Asian American experience, whether or not we know it, believe it, and realize it. We also P]ag arolein
the experiences and Progression of Para”el and acﬁacent movements as well such as Black Liberation,
LGBTQ/Gag Libera’cion, and countless others. A win and loss for our movements is also a win and a loss

for others. We have to broaden our Perspectives and suPPort one another.

| want to thank Pratna Kem, Erica Lam, Peter Kiang, Shir]eg Tang, Harry Chuck Gi”iam, Teresa Tran,
Christine Nguyen, Ange]ina Hua, Caroline Chou, Jeena Cl’lang and Suzie Kim. You all have had such a
meaningmcul imPact onmy life from our conversations, your words of wisdom, ’ceaching moments, and
reflections. | have grown so much emotionallg and men’ca“y, and I would not be who 1 am i not for your
dedication to the work you do and the commitment you have to suPPorting and educating others. | carrya
part of each and every one of you with the decisions | mal<e, the imPact | want to have, and the grow’cl‘l into

who I want to become.

Tomy parents: thank you for alwags suPPorting me, even if at the moment it seems like we are c]as]*lir\g a

lo’c. | I’]OPC | have made you Proucl with my accomphs]ﬁments and | I’]OPC | can keep cloing s0in the future.



To the Asian American Studies Program: | hoPe to stay in contact with the Program, the friends and
mentors | have met, and the ProFessors and instructors who have sPcn’c countless hours on the work theg
do which makes the Program what itis. | Plan to further document and capture the cxPcricnces of those
around me as a Photographer and hoPc tojoin my Community Dcvelopment and Asian American Studies
Passions with these tools of s‘corytc”ing and visual documentation. You have been an invaluable resource

and insPiration FOF me. | l"IOPC to reciProcatc IF and WhCI’] HOU cecver I’ICCCJ me.

Thank you. with much lovcJ aPPrecia’cion, and gratitucle.

Richard Tran

I'm graduating with a dcgree in Psgcho]ogg. Asa First~generation co”egc student, I'm Proucl to share that

my parents hail from different parts of Asia—my father from Beihai, China, and my mother from Saigon,
Vietnam. However, | was born and raised here in
Boston, MA, where | was fortunate to grow up ina
diverse Asian community in Chinatown. This makes

me a sccond~gcncration Chinese American.

Before talcing an AsAmSt course, | never rca”g
reflected on my identity as an Asian American or
Chinese American. It wasn't until my friend invited
me to take an Asian American Studies course with
them, and | needed credits, that | decided to give it
a try. Southeast Asians in the US (AsAmSt 225)
oPenecl my eyes. Duringtl’le Pandemic, tl'lough, J
Forgot about Asian American Studies until | took
another course—AsAmSt 423 Boston’s Asian
American Communities. Once again, | was reluctant
to take the course at First, but it turned out to be
one of the most imPadnCul exPeriences in my
individual journey. | remember bcing handed a !arge
Pacl(et o’FJreaclings on the first clag of class and
being shocked. But I soon found mgseH: erjoging
the course as | learned about Prominent Figures
such as Harry Mook, william "Bill" Moy, Frank Cl’n’n,
Kathleen Chin, and Reggie Wong, The course took us to different locations in the community, such as
China’cown, Fields Corner, and Mt. HoPe Cemetery, where I learned about the l’iis’corg of my community
and what it means to be a member of it. It oPened my eyes to see how imPortant itis to have a Place. One
of the most memorable assignments in the course was about connecting dots that have been with me since

the beginning——clim sum. | never understood how impor‘tant dim sum was for the communi’cg until 1 did the



final Project for this course. The qucs’cion “Which is imPortant to claim for the Asian American Communitg?
Voice, SPaceJ or Rights?" still resonates with me todag, and | continue to reflect on it. This marked the

beginning of my "Asian American“journcg.

In addition to 423, I also took Asian American Cinema which showed me how imPortar\t rcPrescntation
was. Later on, | took Asian American Psgchologg, which also fulfilled my Psgchologlj dcgree rcquiremcnt.
This course qucstioned my iclentitg and what it means to be Asian American. We talked about mental
health, stercotgpes, and how the Pandemic affects Asian Americans. | was Particular]g intrigue& bg the
focus on mental health and how it isn't Promincnt in the Chinese communitg. Formy final Project, my
group created some’ching for the counse]ing center that revolves around sPeci{:ic events and Provides
coPing mechanisms for them. These events were Asian American-focused, and some of them involved
things that haPPened durir\g the height of the Pandemic. This exPerience made me want to be more
involved in Asian American-focused Psychologg in the future. | hope to incorPora’ce my degree in
Psgchologg and my learning from the courses I've taken in Asian American Studies and fuse them
together. Overa”, lam grat@cul for the things I've learned in these courses. They‘ve helpecl me grow and
understand my iclentitg as an Asian American. | encourage others to take these courses if theg have the

chance. Tl’leg won't Fu”g understand how imPortant these courses are until tl'ley take them. Thank you.

Ada Tsang

I am an Asian American student and a First~generation
co”cgc student. I am gracluating with a bachelor’s
degrce in Criminal Justice and a Program~o1c~stucl9 in
Asian American Studies. My parents were bornin Hong
Kongso | was able to learn Cantonese growing up and |
still do learn more now because it is imPortant for my
identitg being Asian American. | believe that ]earning
another ]anguagc besides English helPs make my
identi’cg even more imPor‘tant because I could
understand more about my own culture and my Parents’
Past historg. Jam gra’ce{:ul to them for raising me well and
making sure that | don’t lose my identitg as an Asian
American growing up inthe US.

I decided to include a focus on Asian American Studies
because | wanted to learn more about my identit9 and
hear about other Peop]e’s different exPcrienccs
growing upasan Asian American in the US. | found their
stories interesting and how thcg were different from

cvergboclg else’s. I have also learned that theg grew up



in different limcestgles that were unique to them. | rca”g erjoge& ]earning about their stories and it hclpecl
widen my Perspec’cives on the different identities that each person held. Everyone has something to hold
on to that hclps make them who thcg are and what thcg candowith it.

I am not sure what my future goals are but all 1 know is that I learned a lot cluring my time in the Asian
American Studies Program. It has hclpcc{ me so much from lcarning and dcepcning my own iclenti’cg to
cxPanding and sharing my own stories with other people. | have also learned a lot from other peo le’s
exPcricnces as well. 1 will forever remember it and will never Forgct what I learned. 1 will also use what 1

learned in the classes to try and intcgratc it throughout my life and to my friends and Fami]g as well.

Helen Vo

lama second~gcncra’cion Vietnamese American woman who was born and raised in Worcester, MA to
Parcnts who are both rexcugees of the Vietnam War-. MH father was Part of the Vietnamese Boat Pcople
exodus and my mother arrived in the

u.s. cluring the third immigration wave.

Since lwas a child, | alwags felt very
Proud of my ethnic culture and was filled
with g]ee atany rePresentation of
Vietnamese culture or language within
school or in mainstream me&ia, though
this was cluite minuscule ’clﬂroughout my
uPbringing. I still smile when 1 think back
to my time in e!ementarg school on the
clag when I received a homework
assignment that revolved around a
Vietnamese folktale. | remember running
home and immecliately startingon the
assignment. The next clay, I still
remember my classmates asking me how
to correc’cly pronounce “banh chu’ng”
and my teacher applaucling me in front
of the class for being able to ’crul9
understand the material. | always let out
a chuckle when 1 think about how Proud
a 9-3ear-old gir] could be at homework
and at the mention of Vietnamese sticky
rice cal(e, but this assignment—it

encomPasseé someone M(C me.



From that Poin’c on, I never saw any similar rePresenta‘cion for the rest of my childhood and adolescence. 1
still remember my disaPPointment after combing through my entire school iibrarg ]ooicing icorjus’c one
book about Vietnam, and notiiing was there. Although my discontentment was intense, it was also brief. |
acceP’ceA that this was what the OPPortunitg to grow up in America had entailed, the disintegration of my

own ethnic culture.

Things began to change when I entered university, my first exPerience with Asian American Studies was
AsAmSt 2231 - Asians in the United States taught b9 Kim Soun Ty. While 1l a]wags aPPreciate how
remarkable the course curriculum was and how excePtional Kim’s ’ceaching is, | couldn’t continue with
Asian American Studies because | was still questioning where I stood with my own identity. But each
semester aicterwarcis, I could never stoP ioolcing at the course catalog‘ Four years later, acourse
aPPeareci that | could not turn away from: AsAmSt 294 - Resources for Vietnamese American Studies.
After begging the instructor, Linh Phu’ong—VG, to allow me to enroll past the cieadline, ’m glacl my
ersistence worked out because my life soon changeci. Over 10 years had Passe& since seeing that one
folktale in eiementary sci'iool, and now, | was reacling Vietnamese folktales each week in my universitg-ievei
Vietnamese American Studies course with other PeoPle who had been seeking the same tiving as me this

entire time.

In Winter—SPring 2023, | returned to Vietnam to immerse mHSCl]C in my homeland language and culture. 1 am
thankful for all the people I've met in the cramped Asian American Studies ogice, the trouble we gotinto
outside of class, and the laugivter shared throughou’c. | deepiy treasure all of the connections I've made
within Asian American Stuclies, esPecially Linh, who has become a sister to me and is simplg a strong
Vietnamese woman whom | immense|9 look up to, as well as the ’ceaching assistant | had for AsAmSt 294,
Minh Ngiﬁa Nguyén, who has become a gooci friend who continues to uPiiict me ciuringtimes of doubt and
emboldened me to be Prouci of my s’crengths that come with being Vietnamese American, regarc”ess of
whether I was standing inthe U.S. or in Vietnam. | can Fina”y say I'm tru]y Proucl of who I am. Once I return
back iwome, lam iooking forward to all the oPPor‘tuni’cies in getting involved with the Vietnamese
community, all while Preserving our culture and language, remembering where our parents came from, and

simpig va[uingwho we are as Asian Americans. But for now, rll do exactig that while ’'m here in Vietnam.

Dennis Weng (Hre)

lama second~geriera‘cion Chinese American student. My parents immigrated from Guangzhou, Chinain
the late 1980s. 1 have two brothers, one older and another younger. | will be the first one in my close icami]g
to gracluate from iiigiier education. had a baci(groun& of communitg involvement Prior to co”ege and
continued to exPand on this througiiout my UMb exPerierice. I have been involved in the student-led
organization, the Vietnamese Student Association, since my freshman year, and served as a VSA

Presicient for two years.



Originallg, I decided to take an AsAmSt coursejust to fill
some credits. Through AsAmSt 225 - Southeast Asians in
the US., I was able to }:)egin mgjourneg in discovering
mgselmc as an Asian American bg ta”dng with my parents.
Being a bu59 commuter student at UMB makes it hard to
sit and reflect about my dag‘ But through the Asian
American Studies Program, which imPIements reflection
and bui]ding emotional caPacitg inits Pe&agogg and

curricu]um, I was able to understand m\(jsellC better.

Another aspect of the Asian American Studies Program
that rea”9 imPactecl me was the idea of activism and
community involvement. Through Asian American
Psgchologg, I learned about our rich historg of activism
and community involvement. This pushed me to advocate
for spaces that Asian American students can call “home”
by being involved with student leaclership as VSA
Presiclent. lalso got more involved with communities
outside of UMB ’cl'lrough helpinggouth development
programs in Chinatown and then vo]unteering in the

Dorchester Fields Corner neighborhooc].

Though I studied IT (Information Tec]’mologg) as my
major at UMB, | contemplate whether I want to stay at my
curren’cjob beinga Teen Leader at the Wang YMCA in
Boston Chinatown. | feel that I am able to teach the

values that | have learned in my time with the Asian American Studies Program to the Hou’clﬂ here, which |

feelis imPortant in the clevelopment of young Asian American teens. But | also think back to the various

guests whom I met during the Boston’s Asian American Communities course who balance between

involvement with the communitg and their Fu“-’cimejobs. I would hope that I am able to do some’ching like

that in the future as well.

PingZ.hou (A )

lama Firs’c~generation Chinese immigrant currentlg residing in Quincy. My Family and | came to the United

States in 2001, where we first lived in Allston. 1 attended Josiah E]ementarg School and became very
familiar with the Boston Chinatown area. By the time | attended Josiah Upper School, my Fami]g and 1 had
moved to Roxburg. Later | attended Boston Latin School and eventua”g attended suffolk Universitﬂ.



Now you may wonder, how did 1 end up in UMass Boston and AsAmSt? Long story short, I had health
Problcms and when | rccoverccl, UMass
Boston served to be an affordable and
somewhat convenient location. lnitia”g, my
major at UMass Boston was ComPutcr
Science. However, after an introduction to
an Asian American Studies course, | knew
this was something! wanted to major in.
Because AsAmSt was not availauje asa
major for unclergradua’ces at that time, |
completed the AsAmSt Program~o1c~
Stucig‘

AsAmSt has allowed me to understand the
Asian and Asian American communities
and the cha”enges we face. As a chilcl, the
world seemed beautiful to me; the concePt
of race was virtua”g non-existent for me.
As | grew older, | came to realize the world
was not what | thought it was like. | saw
racism, but 1 didn’t understand it. 1 did not
understand wlﬁg racism exists, when did it
start to exist, nor when it will end. AsAmst
enabled me the oPPortunities to find

answers to my questions.

| gradua’ced from UMass Boston with a bachelor’s degree in Asian Studies and a Program-og-S’cuclg in
Asian American Studies. After gracluation, I began my career in the affordable housing field at Winn
ComPanics in the Connected Communities department as a Program Associate. | Provide administrative
support to the Senior Vice President and Director of Workforce Initiatives. In this role, I am able to l’lelP

make measurable, Positive social imPac’cs. ove it!



Recognizing Graduate Student Contributions

Maryanne E.M. Chow, M.S,, Rehabilitation Counseling

I am Burmese-Chinese American. | received my undergraduate degree at UMass Boston in 2013 with a

degree in Psgchologu and Program~ot~stud9 in Asian American Studies. It’s surreal that ten years later,

P'm receiving my master’s degree in rehabilitation counseling here. Duringtnese ten years, | have been
blessed with many oPPortunities to
exPlore my Protessiona] and Personal
growth from Volunteering abroad to
working in various communities, and | have
the program to thank. Being part of Asian
American Studies has shaped my
PercePtion of how I want to be Part of my
community in creating connection,
support, awareness, inc]usion, diversitu,
and unity. The classes in the program are
all unique in that the curriculums ne]P us
dive deePer into our historu as
immigrants/ descendants of immigrant
families and how it sl'lapes who we are as
tirst/ second generations which cna”enges
us to think about who we want to be in the
future. | was drawn to the AsAmSt
Program because of how much I resonated
with the teactn’ngs and being able to
connect with other peers. The knowledge |
gained from these introsPective classes
deePened my understanding of mgselt as
an Asian American living in the U.S with my
hard-worl(ing immigrant parents who gave
up everutl'ling in their country, Myanmar,

to seek a better future.

AsAmSt believes in their students and tru[u cares about education and community. There is no goodbue
as Protessors and staff maintain their connection to alumni and Provide support when needed. |
aPPreciate havinga voice, space, and sense of community in the program during my undergrad years, and
still now, ten years later when I'm graduating again with my master's. | I’IOPC to continue this long—lasting

connection and will further utilize my skill sets to contribute to my communitg asa Proud Asian American.



Yan Hua Liang (& & 4k), M.Ed., Early Childhood

Coming to a new country without sPeaking the ]anguage was scary and tough. Being around most Peop]e
who sPcak fuent E:nglish, | used to feel ashamed of my identit9 and felt like 1 be]ong to nowhere. I felt like
sucha Forcigner in the United States and an outsider in my hometown. My status of not bcing able to
idcnthcg as an American or Chinese made me confused for many years about who am 1 and where I should
bclong. The Asian American Studies Program at UMass Boston gave me a sense of bclonging and helped
me find my own identitg. Dr. Peter Kiang oPened the door for me to connect with the Asian community.
The long connection he has with Boston Chinatown Neighborhoo& Center Providccl me with a chance to
work as a volunteer at Acorn Center for Ear]g Education and Care. This initial oPPortunitg Plantecl a
seed of Passion for earlg childhood in my heart and insPired me to further my education and Prochsion.

My cxPcricnce worlcing with immigrant families made me understand the aclvantage of being bilingual‘ ]
learned to value the languagcs | sPcak, the culture | have, and the educations | received from both China
and the United States. From Fecling ashamed of my ic{entitg to now Fccling Proud of who 1 am and where |

came from, | am Proud to be a Chinese American.

with my background and exPcrience, I wish to continue serving families and children in the Asian
community. | am currently worlcing asa multi]ingua] Fami]g Engagement Coordinator at Acorn Center for
Earlg Education and Care. My rcsPonsibi]itics include rchrring families to resources in the community,
servingas a gui&c for families in navigating the sPecial education referral process, and ensuring families
and children receive support and advocacg when needed, esPeciaHH for low-income immigrant families. |

ama lhce]ong learner and an individual who is dedicated to serving children and families.



AsAmSt Program Samplin j4 from 2022-202%

2023 JFK Undcrgraduatc Award Winner — Lee-Daniel Tran

[Photos: L/R: LD with Parents and Provost L’)erger at the AsAmSt 370 festival ;at the January 2025 ra”g for Arif
Sayecl Faisal ; Prcject Presenting in AsAmSt 423]

LD Tran is the 2023 reciPient of the John F. Kenncd9

Award for Academic Excellence which is given to the

grac{uating senior at UMB who “best cxcmplhcies

academic excellence, commitment to service, and good

citizenship"’ Along with his major in Community

DcveloPment, LD comPlcted the AsAmSt Program~o1c~

stucly with 1l courses—comparable to a second major

(student Pro{:ile on pp- 20-22). LD is the fifth Asian

American to receive UMB’s JFK Award since 1977.

1LD’s {:ather, Hien Tran, also a UMB alumnus, took the first reincarnation of Scott Migal(awa’s AsAmSt
course taught 139 Peter Kiang in SPring 1987. Hien’s classroom P]’]oto was re-created by LD tal(ing the
same Asians in the US course in the same Phillis Wlﬁeatleg classroom building 35 years later in Fall 2022.




No Silence, No Violence; Justice for Ligm Tran

The December 2022 Photo on the cover of this booklet shows 25 AsAmst stuclents, staﬁc, Facultg, and
alumni who filled a Norfolk Count9 SuPerior Courtroom for a sentcncing hcaring and then rallied on the

courthouse steps to dcmandjustice for Liém Tran, a 69~9ear
old Vietnamese rcFugcc who was ruthlesslg assaulted in front
of the North Quincy Red Line T station in I:cbruarg 2021. The
white male attacker left Mr. Tran unconscious and blecding
on the Frcczing sidewalk

with a fractured skull

and sevcrelg c{amagccl

sPinal cord. Accorcling

to the Quincy Police

incident report, Tran

was discovered by a

Pe&cstrian who ini’cia”g thought his motionless body was a clumPccl

bag of trash. During the early months of Mr. Tran’s recovery,
g g Y Y
AsAmSt instructor and PhD stuclent, Linh~PhuongVG (right
Photo), Provic{ecl bilingual/bicultural suPPort for the Fami]g to

access resources and carmcung share their traumatic stor9 Publiclg‘

After sentencing at the court based on a guiltg conviction, Liém Tran’s son, Dennis Ngb (eft Photo)

commented on both the impact of AsAmSt communitg aclvocacg and the limitations of thejustice system:

“As you know, there is no hate crime charge‘.. Mg father and Fami]g have gone through an acyustmcnt in

lhcestgle and are lOOl(iﬂg Forward to some closurc..‘Thanks again to HOU an& HOUF class FOF thcir PI’CSCHCC‘

Mg gamilg is touched to see a steadfast }:)ocly who will lead the next gcneration.”

Through deeP teaching/learning about
Prc~COVlD contexts of anti-Asian
violence in metro Boston-—including the
historic mobilizations for racialjustice
Fo”owing the Dorchester stabbing
murder of Anh Mai in 1983, the Enough
is Enough arson ra”g bg Cambodians in
Revere in 1987 and the DaPPer O'Nell -
Teach Me No Racism ra“9 b9
Vietnamese at Boston City Hall in
1992—our AsAmSt Programmatic
presence, purpose, and Praxis were
clearly manifest in this moment. Why are

we here? No silence, No violence.



F‘aculty and Alumni chcnds and Leaders

Rccognizecl in January among Get Konnected!’s first-ever A-List of the Most Influential Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders in Greater Boston were UMB alumni Abby Ngugemburke, Sothea Chiemruom, and
Elaine Ng, as well as President Pam Eddingcr of our sister AANAPIS] Bunker Hill Community Co”cgc.
Additiona”g, alumna Mary Truong and Profs. Peter Kiang and Paul Watanabe were honored as three of
the city’s 25 Legcnds, Lea&crs, and Pioneers. [left Photo credit of Paul, Pam, and Vivian Li 133 LD Tran]

Research Praxis Salon

In order to harness our core gra&uatc students’ combined cultural/ linguistic, mctho&ological, and
cPistcmological s’crcngths in the tradition of rock~PaPer~scissors comP]cmentarity, our AsAmSt-based
Research Praxis Salon (RPS) met throughout 2022-2025 to closely engage several fresh books across
the fields of Vietnamese and Khmer DiasPora Studies, Critical R@Cugee Studies, lndigenous Studies, and
more. Co-led bg GISD PhD students, Kim Soun Ty, Linh~Phu’ong Vi, and Khong Meng Her, together with
APPlieé Linguistics PhD student Minh NghTa Nguyen and CECS alumnus Asa Peters, the RPS also

rovided shared support for dissertation research Planning, conference Preparation, and other aspects
of how to address realities and contradictions of U.S. academic structure/culture from our distinctive

AsAmSt stance. The RPS crew will co-teach AsAmSt 225 Southeast Asians in the US in Fall 2025.



Moc{cling Lcaclcrship with National Reach

Together with students from his signature
Honors 380 course on the WWII Japanese
American incarceration, beloved Prof. Paul
Watanabejoinc& the 54h annual Pilgrimagc to
the Manzanar National Historic Site in April.
Channcling the sPiri’c of fellow utah-born
Japanese American legencl, Wataru Misaka—
the first non-white Pro{:essiona] Plager in NBA
historg (New York Knicks, 1947) —Paul showed
how Aailg life Persists, even amidst urjus’c
comcinement, throug]ﬁ the desert version of
street basketball. [Photo: Pratna Kem]

Asian American Resource Office (AARO) Clircctor, Dr. Sara Hoang, sPolce at the national Asian Pacific
Americans in Highcr Education (APAHE) conference in Oakland in APril. AARO staff and UMB alumni,
Karen Chiand Sokpagna Chuon, and UMB AANAPIS] students active]g Participated. [Photo: Karen Sul

Profs. Lakshmi Srinivas and Paul Watanabe sPoke as
Panclists at Brown Universit9 in October 2022 regarding
the state of Asian American Studies on the East Coast.



Passagcs an& PurPoscs

Among too many losses of life c{uring 2022-23, the passages in Massachusetts of three revered elders—
Dr. Franklin 5. Odo, Dr. Nelson V.. Kiang, and Hon. Melvin H. King at ages 8%, 9%, and 94 resPcc’civelg-—
carried sPccial meanings due to their unique, transformative visions and boundless, clecacles~long,
energjes which clircc‘c]g influenced our Programma’cic origjns, Philosophica] outlooks, and material Praxis
from the 1980s to the present. We imagjne them cnjoging multiPle conversations togcther now in the
dimensions shared by ancestors, while we work to fulfill exPec’cations that each modeled so Purposivelg
throughout their lcngthy, rich lifetimes in this world. [Pl'xotos L/R: Franklin Odo in 2014with former Presiclents
of the Association for Asian American Studies, inclucling UMB Prof. Rajini Srikanth; Mel King, before receiving, his

Honorary Degree at UMB’s 2014 Commencement; Nelson Kiang with Chancellor Suarez-Orozcoin Boston, 2021].
Arif Sagcd Faisal and AsAmSt 250G Pcdagogjcs of Life and Death

AsAmSt Faculty, staﬁcj and classmates have mourned and reflected on the lcgacg of Arif Sagcd Faisal
since January 2025 when he was Fata”g, ncc&lesslg shot bg Cam}:)ridgc Police while in crisis. Faisal took
AsAmSt 250G ~ Asian American Leaclership and Social Changc in SPring 2022 with Prof. Pratna Kem, and
he Pro&ucccl Prophetica”g Powencul coursework rcgar&ing educational s’crugglcs of immigrant students,
meanings of activism, and his
Fami]g’s Bangladcshi immigrant
dreams. Ata January ra”g
organized by the Banglaclesh
Association of New Englancl to
demancjjustice, Pratna sPolce
to the crowd as a teacher, and
delivered a brown envelope
intended Privatelg for Faisal’s
parents which contained their son’s vital words and ideas from the final semester of his university life.
Some of Faisal’s AsAmSt 250G articulations can still inform the full visioning of UMB as an AANAPISI
immigrant-serving campus. Aclditiona”y, the AsAmSt Program has initiated a Planning process fora
campus tree-Planting in 2023-2024 to offer remembrance of Arif Sayed Faisal for future generations.



The Endowed Distinguishcd Professor for Asian American Studies

The unPreccAcntcd histor9~mal<ing year of
2022-2023 is most ProFounAlg defined b}j the
aPPointment of Prof. Shir]eg Tangas the
inaugural Endowed Dis‘cinguished Professor
for Asian American Studies, thanks to a
brea’chtaking, anonymous ghct of $6M to
AsAmSt at UMDB. ResPonding, in part, to the
need for Asian American Studies amidst the
recent Pandemic of anti-Asian violence, the
intention of the transformational giFt is also
insPirecl by the nearly ZO~Hear imPact of Sl’xir]eg’s storgte”ing curriculum/Pedagogg and original stor9
data researc]'l/ development‘ The Endowed Dis’cinguisl’lecl Pro{:essorship for Asian American Studies is
one of on19 eight such {:aculty Positions at UMD, and the most generousl9 caPitalizecl. In her esteemed
new Facultg role, Shirleg will be exPancling the Program’s s’corgte”ing Plat{:orm and Planninga targeted
conference for 2024-2025. [Left toP Photo credit: tkeda Center; bottom: Nia Duong]



The Asian American Studies Program recognizes with aPPreciation:

e ourdedicated AsAmSt students, Facultg, staff, teaching/ research assistants, alumni, guest
presenters, and community partners as well as our donors whose sustaining contributions ensure

our continuing imPact,

e SGISD Director and Associate Dean, Sheila Fesko, and Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic
Affairs, Anita Miller, who are each retiringin 2025 after long, imPac’mCu[ careers of service at UMB,

inclu&ing countless instances of suPPort and intervention for Asian American Studies.

* our community of local Asian American leaders and entrepreneurs who Provided awide range of
collaborative oPPortunities, from internships for advanced AsAmSt students to material support
and excellent direct service, including Laurence Louie & Rubato, Mongko] HorburaPa & Just Thai
Kitchen, QJ Shi & Asian Business Empowerment Council, George Hugnh & VietAlD, Carolgn
Chou & AARW, Janet Vo & Asian Outreach Center, Mary Chin& AACA, Phoumara Nuon &
We”esley Bakerg, Hon. Tram Nguyen, Darren Le, Mia Werjen, and others.

e AsAmSt alumna, Ammany Ty, and CECS a]umnus, Asa Peters—both members of the AsAmst
Digital Storgte”ing Team—who advanced their staging roles and resPonsibilities in APril to
become Co-Production and Archives Program Coordinators. A&clitiona”g, AsAmSt alumna Nia
Duong, also a core member of the Digita] Storgte”ing Team, begins a Master’s Program at Lesleg
Universitg in ExPressive Arts Therapg in Julg ZOlﬁ—aclﬁievinga fresh milestone in herjourneg as
an educator-artist-healer. The continuing progress and ever~expansive caPacities of our
AsAmSt core staff will show insPiring imPact in 2023-2024.

e  AsAmSt alumnae, vy Bui and Parmita Gurung: Ivy has returned Par‘t~’cime to the Digi’cal
Storgte“ing in Asian American Studies Team to assist with coProduction of students’ AsAmSt
370 video PrOJec’cs clurmg SPrlng 2023 and beyoncl In turn, Parmita has transitioned from the
D|gltal Storyte”mg Team after ]ﬂavmg contributed to many co- Procluced Personal narrative
videos and commum’cy documentaries as well as the DST’s co-authored mu]tlllngua] children’s

storgbook, Hira Makes a Sound, and rclatecljournal articles and educational posters.

o the keg lcadership for our Us DcPartment of Education AANAPISI-funded grant activities,
including co-Pls Peter Kiang, Paul Watanabe, and Shir]cg Tang; Vice Provost Liya Escalera;
current AARO staff led }:)9 Sara Hoang with Karen Chi, SokPagna Chuon, and Helen Ngo; and
our sister AANAPIS! Facultg leaders at Bunker Hill Community Co”egc, Fai’ch?u”g led bﬂ Profs.
Maria Puente and Aurora Bautista with President Pam Eddingcr.

Please visit UMB’s Asian American Studies Program at www.umb.edu/asamst. For upclates of local community news,

resources, events, and new content creation, see: http //www. facebook. com/UMB.AsAmSt and

ht‘cps //www.instagram.com/ plantmstseecls/ Please consider contrlbu’clng to the Asian American Studies Program
CaPaCItH Fund: http //www. alumm umb.edu/AsAmSt30.




